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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1919 - USS R-11 (SS 88) is commissioned 

1936 - USS Pollack (SS 180) is launched 

1939 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt orders Navy to form a Neutrality Patrol to report the presence of foreign warships within 300 miles of eastern United States.

1945 - USS R-11 (SS 88) is decommissioned 


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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USS New Mexico Visits U.S. Naval Academy

By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs, Sept 4, 2012
ANNAPOLIS, Md. (NNS) -- The crew of Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Mexico (SSN 779) visited the U.S. Naval Academy, Aug. 31 - Sept. 3, to provide awareness of the undersea platform to future naval leaders.

"It's exciting to show some of the future leaders of our Navy and Marine Corps one of the most sophisticated and advanced warships in the world, which some of them may end serving on," said Lt. Joel Holwitt, navigator, USS New Mexico. 

Despite returning to his alma mater, Holwitt missed the opportunity to see the season opener of Academy football, when the Blue and Gold squared off against Notre Dame Sept. 1 in Dublin at the Emerald Isle Classic.

Holwitt is one of two U.S. Naval Academy graduates currently serving aboard the attack submarine. Graduating in 2003, Holwitt reflected on sharing the proud history and heritage of the Academy with the crew.

"The Naval Academy remains one of the best things that ever happened to me, and I am thrilled to be able to share some of that positive experience with my shipmates on board USS New Mexico," said Holwitt. 

The last Groton-assigned boat to visit the U.S. Naval Academy was the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Alexandria (SSN 757). The attack submarine visited the capital city in Maryland Oct. 21-22 for the USNA's homecoming game. 

New Mexico was commissioned March 27, 2010 and was the sixth Virginia-class submarine to be commissioned. There are currently 127 officers and enlisted Sailors assigned to New Mexico. 

The ship is named in recognition of the people of the "Land of Enchantment." The battleship New Mexico (BB 40), in commission from 1918 to 1946 and the only other ship named after the 47th state, earned six battle stars for World War II service, which included providing shore bombardment support for landings in the Gilbert and Marshall Islands, Guam, Tinian, Saipan, the Philippines, and Okinawa. BB 40 acted as the flagship for the Pacific Fleet during the 1920s. She was present at the Japanese surrender in Tokyo Bay.
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Frank Cable Arrives in Subic Bay

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corey Hensley, USS Frank Cable Public Affairs, Sept 4, 2012
SUBIC BAY, Republic of Philippines (NNS) -- Submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) arrived in the Republic of the Philippines for some well-deserved liberty, Sept. 3.

This visit to Subic Bay is the first foreign port Frank Cable has visited since finishing its dry dock period in Portland, Ore. After six months of extensive work, Frank Cable returned to Guam ready to continue its mission in the Western Pacific.

"The crew has worked very hard preparing the ship by completing several major inspections to certify the ship for a visit of this nature," said Frank Cable Command Master Chief James Schneider. "They have earned the opportunity to experience the culture and traditions that the Philippines have to offer."

According to Schneider, the ship and her crew had no problem returning to business as usual during this underway period, including training, running drills and improving the material condition of the ship.

"Every day in our Navy is a training opportunity," Schneider said. "We have performed a fire drill, flooding drill, a force protection drill, several man-overboard drills and a gun exercise. We also had the opportunity to hone our navigation skills, as we transited a challenging passage through the Philippine island chain."

For some Sailors, this trip to the Philippines is a first time experience. For others, like Ship's Serviceman 2nd Class Barry Degoma, who is native to Novalichez Quezon City, Manila, it is a return to a place that holds fond memories.

"I am excited to be home again," Degoma said. "It gives you that great feeling that you will get to see old friends, and more especially your families, and relatives."

Degoma said he is excited for his fellow shipmates to see all that the Republic of Philippines has to offer, saying that there are many tours, parks and volunteer opportunities for Frank Cable Sailors.

Religious Programs Specialist Seaman Donald Bishop, who visited Subic Bay with the ship before, agrees with Degoma on the area's rich history and its people.

"I was there last year and was out and about getting materials for [community service projects] as well as going on them, and everywhere I went there were friendly, helpful people who were just overjoyed with us helping out," said Bishop.

During their stay, the Frank Cable crew has several community service projects scheduled. Schneider said he is looking forward to Sailors having the opportunity to reach out to the local community.

"Our increased presence in the region will allow us to provide services that are not normally accessible such as medical/dental services," said Schneider. "In port, we are taking on several challenges in the community and getting involved with the community service projects. Interacting one on one with the local population is the best training and education we can get."

Frank Cable conducts maintenance and support of submarines and surface vessels deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility.
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Bells To Ring Out Today On 107th Anniversary Of Ports. Peace Treaty

Fosters.com, Sept 5, 2012

PORTSMOUTH — Bells will ring in Portsmouth and at locations around the Seacoast today to mark the 107th anniversary of the signing of the Portsmouth Peace Treaty.

At the end of the Russo-Japanese War, Portsmouth was selected as the location where delegations from the two countries would meet to broker a peace agreement.

Negotiators from Russia and Japan signed a treaty on Sept. 5, 1905, following 30 days of talks. The accord was heralded by Portsmouth's city bells, which sounded after the deal was signed at 3:47 p.m.

To commemorate the peace treaty, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will host a memorial salute this afternoon, followed by an extended sounding of the shipyard whistle at 3:47 p.m. Weather permitting, a small military detail will form on the shipyard mall beginning at 3:30 p.m and will remain in place through the whistle sounding.

Bells will then ring at a multitude of local churches and in Market Square, where Portsmouth school students will assemble. Mayor Eric Spear will read a proclamation from the governor near Calvin Page memorial outside the Piscataqua Savings Bank on Pleasant Street.

Additional bell-ringing is scheduled to take place at: North Congregational Church; Unitarian-Universalist (South) Church; St. John's Episcopal Church; South Meeting House (PPMtv); First United Methodist Church; Immaculate Conception Church; Middle Street Baptist Church; St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church; and Christ Episcopal Church, all in Portsmouth.

Also participating are: Second Christian Congregational United Church of Christ, in Kittery, Maine; First Baptist Church, in Kittery, Maine; First Congregational Church, in Eliot, Maine; and Eliot United Methodist Church, in Eliot, Maine. 

Other locations slated to mark the event are the John Paul Jones House Museum in Portsmouth and Temple Israel. A member of the congregation will blow the shofar, the traditional ram's horn. Green Acre Bahai School will raise the replica Sarah Farmer peace flag.

The commemorations taking place this year were encouraged by legislation passed unanimously in 2010. A proclamation from the governor calls on New Hampshire residents to "observe the day with appropriate ceremonies and activities." 

Bells will also ring this year at locations that have received cherry trees as a gift of the Japanese government. The trees are descendants of the original Potomac cherry trees in Washington, D.C. 

Those sites include: Wentworth By the Sea Hotel, which hosted the diplomats involved in the 1905 treaty; Strawbery Banke Museum, the location of the Shapiro House, which is a symbol of the participation of the local community in dialogues with the diplomats; and the Portsmouth Historical Society museum, where the treaty exhibit is stored. 

President Theodore Roosevelt won the 1906 Nobel Peace Prize for orchestrating the Portsmouth Peace Treaty. Negotiations commenced in the summer of 1905 when Roosevelt invited envoys of Russia and Japan to gather in the United States to discuss the terms for ending the Russo-Japanese War.

The United States had been monitoring the war between the two empires, and had a direct interest in preserving the balance of power in the Pacific region.

Roosevelt was motivated to provide a neutral forum for the two warring nations, and after careful consideration, the second floor of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's General Stores Building (now the headquarters building), Building 86, was chosen as the site for the negotiations. The second floor was renovated to include delegate offices, a dining area and the main negotiating room.

Portsmouth and the surrounding communities were able to participate in the process by entertaining the diplomats and the international press that accompanied them. The meetings lasted from Aug. 8, 1905 to the treaty signing at 3:47 p.m. on Sept. 5, 1905.

"By commemorating Portsmouth Peace Treaty Day participants celebrate the role of citizen diplomacy in resolving conflict that was demonstrated here in Portsmouth in 1905 and can make a difference wherever citizens choose to get involved," said Charles B. Doleac, president of the Japan-America Society of N.H., in a prepared statement.

Doleac will present an illustrated talk about "The Portsmouth Peace Treaty and the Japanese Cherry Trees" on Sept. 5 at 6 p.m. in the Discover Portsmouth Center, 10 Middle St. The talk is free and open to the public.

In addition, the detailed exhibit about the Portsmouth Peace Treaty, created in 2005 for the 100th anniversary of the treaty, will be open free of charge from noon to 5 p.m. The exhibit is currently on loan from the Japan-America Society of N.H. to the Portsmouth Historical Society. It can be viewed at the John Paul Jones House Museum at the corner of Middle and State streets. 

For more information on the treaty, visit www.portsmouthpeacetreaty.org.
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Seaman Dead On Nuke Sub
By Irina Nelson, thescottishsun.co.uk, Sept 5, 2012
A YOUNG seaman was found dead on board a nuclear submarine while on active duty.

The body was discovered on HMS Vigilant on Sunday as it sailed to America.

The cause of his death is still unknown and Royal Navy police are investigating.

The submariner had not been named last night.

A source said: “Goodness only knows what his crewmates are going through right now.”

A Navy spokesmanadded: “We can confirm with great sadness that a member of the crew of HM Submarine Vigilant was found dead on board.

“His next of kin has been informed. Our thoughts and sympathy, and those of his shipmates, are with them at this tragic time.” A Royal Navy Police investigation will take place.”

HMS Vigilant, which carries Trident missiles, left Faslane naval base on the Clyde last week on a voyage to America.

Back to Top
Israel: Selling Subs To Egypt Endangers Us
Thelocal.de, Sept 4, 2012
Israeli defence experts have appealed against German plans to sell two modern submarines to Egypt, saying it would upset the balance of power in the Middle East. 

Modernising the Egyptian submarine fleet would have “significant strategic effects,” said Schlomo Brom, retired brigadier general, now an academic at Tel Aviv University. 

The Financial Times Deutschland reported on Tuesday that a host of Israeli experts were speaking out against the deal.

“In the case of a conflict, they could threaten shipping to Israel’s harbours, upon which we are completely dependent,” said Brom. He said Israel would not be able to effectively defend itself against modern submarines. 

The timing of the sale was particularly unfortunate, said Eli Shaked, former Israeli ambassador to Egypt. He said tension in the region was high enough as it was. “One should not increase it,” he said. 

Arms sales to the Middle East were, “always about the military balance of Israel and its Arabic environment,” said Shimon Stein, former Israel ambassador to Germany. “We have been observing for a considerable time that the Egyptian army is arming itself – but against which enemy? Libya and Sudan are certainly no threat.”

The relationship between Germany and Israel has deteriorated dramatically recently, wrote Israel’s biggest newspaper Jedioth Achronot this weekend. The sale of submarines to Egypt as announced last week by the head of Egypt’s navy, was just part of a process that had been going on for years, the paper’s Berlin correspondent Eldad Beck wrote. 

“It begs the question what the government actually means when it talks of its special responsibility for Israel’s security. It seems to be empty,” he said.

Head of the parliamentary foreign affairs committee, Ruprecht Polenz, of Chancellor Merkel’s Christian Democratic Party, has called for information from the government about the deal. 

“We are talking here about a sensitive region, and the strategic security of Israel is in Germany’s particular interest. Thus I would like to know how such a deal fits in with that,” he told the FTD.

He said he could imagine there was good reason for it, but that the government had to explain how it did not affect Israel’s security. 

Government sources told the paper the Israelis had been consulted before the contract was signed with Egypt. 

“We would never do anything which would endanger Israel’s security,” the source told the paper. It was also told that Israel has itself long had German Dolphin class submarines. And not only had the Israelis received significant financial subsidies for the six which it bought, they were far more advanced than the 209 class subs which Egypt wanted. 

The Financial Times Deutschland said the government aimed to tie the Egyptian government into western alliances with the deal, saying that the new Egyptian leadership had so far maintained a “sensible” distance to Iran.

The Kieler Nachrichten newspaper reported that the two German submarines which are being built in the city’s HDW shipyard, would be delivered in 2016.
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Committed To Delivering Submarines To Egypt, Israel: Germany

Defenseworld.net, Sept 4, 2012

The German Government reaffirmed its commitment to Israel and Egypt over the supply of two submarines. The statement comes following speculation of a rift between the two countries.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, said, "There has been no change in the German government's position towards Israel, in the commitment the German government feels towards Israel's security".

Ties between Egypt and Israel have broken down since Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak was overthrown in 2011. The Egyptian revolution has stirred fears in Israel that Egypt may undermine the peace treaty the two nations signed in 1979.

According to media reports, Israel is concerned that its navy may fall behind if Egypt gets modern German submarines.

Germany has supplied Israel with three "Dolphin" class submarines and the total is expected to reach six by 2017.

According to German news source, SPIEGEL, Merkel made major concessions to Israel, taking over a third of the costs and giving Israel until 2015 to pay its share.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has described the German submarines as "very important" for the security of his country.
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Indian Navy Submarines Delayed Until 2015

By Jay Menon, aviationweek.com, Sept 4, 2012

NEW DELHI — Delivery of the Indian navy’s first Scorpene submarine has slipped two-and-a-half years to June 2015.

“The original delivery schedule of the first submarine was December 2012 and remaining submarines were to be delivered with a gap of one year each,” Defense Minister A. K. Antony says. “Consequent to the approval of the government for revision in cost and delivery schedule in 2010, the delivery of the first submarine has been revised to June 2015 and that of the last (6th) submarine to September 2018.

The 235.62-billion-rupee ($4.2 billion) effort to build six French Scorpene submarines at the state-owned Mazagon Docks is dubbed “Project-75.” The delay in construction is being attributed to problems with the absorption of new technology, delays in the augmentation of industrial infrastructure at MDL, and delays in the procurement of some items by MDL due to cost growth, the minister says.

Antony says the Indian navy’s modernization priorities are the induction of frigates, destroyers, fast attack craft, submarines, surveillance aircraft, and aircraft carriers.

In July 1999, the government approved a 30-year submarine building plan, which envisaged the induction of 12 new submarines in Phase-I (2000-2012) and another 12 in Phase-II (2012-2030).

India’s indigenously built nuclear-powered submarine, the INS Arihant, soon will be setting off on sea trials. The over 6,000-ton Arihant sub will join the 8,000-ton INS Chakra, the former Russian Nerpa Akula II-class nuclear submarine that India took control on a 10-year lease in January 2012.
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Kara Sea as Nuclear Pandora box

By Grigory Milenin, The Voice of Russia, Sept 4, 2012

In the mid of the 20th century the Kara Sea became the main dumping area for radioactive wastes. The waters around the Novaya Zemlya archipelago cover thousands of containers with used nuclear fuel, almost 20 ships with radioactive materials. Also several nuclear reactors and a submarine were dumped there, which arouses concern of ecologists. In an interview with the “Voice of Russia” Vladlen Korobkin, academician of the Russian academy of natural sciences said there is a threat of radioactive contamination due to undertow streams.

"Earlier scientists thought that stirring of waters in the sea did not exist. That is why they thought that dumping wastes in the sea at the depth of several hundred meters would not do damage to the environment. But the stirring exists and gradually all the wastes will be brought to the water surface so we mustn’t dump hazardous substances including radioactive wastes in the sea waters."

But the results of the recent studies remove the ecologists’ concerns. We hear from deputy director of the Institute for Ocean Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences Mikhail Flint.

"I should say that Russia’s Emergency Ministry has been regularly studying the situation with radiation and the last study was conducted in 2007. It was a very detailed expedition including the inspection of the dumping sites in the northern part of the Novaya Zemlya archipelago, which had not been inspected before. No signs of leak of radioactive material were found."

The K-27 submarine was dumped in the Kara Sea in 1982 following a serious reactor accident. Before dumping the reactor unit was filled with a special solution which prevented leaks of radioactive material. In order to prevent contact of fissionable materials with sea water the unit was filled with 270 tons of bitumen. 

Mikhail Flint sees political motives behind the plans of Norwegians to lift the submarine and to decommission it on the ground.

"There is a political component in it. Sometimes for political reasons people do the things they would never for pragmatic reasons. I think the main issue on the agenda is whether it is reasonable or not to invest money in it. Especially if it concerns the objects which integrity we can guarantee until they are lying on the sea bottom. If we begin to lift them we may face numerous technical and natural emergencies. The lifting technology is not flawless. I think there are political motives behind the intentions of the Norwegian experts."
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