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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1776 - Sgt. Lee set out in Turtle, a one-man submarine built by 34-year old Yale graduate David Bushnell, to attack HMS Eagle. Sgt. Lee later reported that he was unable to penetrate the hull of the ship with the auger and withdrew. The British, sighting the craft, opened fire. Lee cut the mine loose and it drifted into the British anchorage. The British later withdrew their ships to a new anchorage. 

1943 - PCU DARTER (SS-227) commissioned USS DARTER (SS-227) at the Electric Boat Co., Groton, CT; Commander W. S. Stovall, Jr., commanding. 

1955 - PCU SAILFISH (SS-572) launched at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME. 

1955 - PCU X-1 (SSX-1) launched by Fairfield Engine and Airplane Corp, at Jakobson's Shipyard, Oyster Bay, Long Island, NY. 

1993 - USS Francis Scott Key (SSBN 657) is decommissioned


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

Change Of Command Set For Norfolk Submarine Forces

By Cindy Clayton, Virginian Pilot, Sept 6, 2012
NORFOLK -- Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor will relieve Vice Adm. John M. Richardson Friday as commander of Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command at Norfolk Naval Station.

The change of command ceremony is scheduled for 10:30 a.m. aboard the attack submarine New Mexico at Pier 12, a Navy news release says. Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. will be the featured speaker.

Richardson assumed command of the submarine force in November 2010, the release says. Connor’s previous assignment was assistant deputy chief of naval operations for warfare systems.
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Hawaii Visits Subic During Western Pacific Deployment

By Lt. Lara R. Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs, Sept 6, 2012

SUBIC BAY, Republic of the Philippines (NNS) -- The Virginia-class submarine USS Hawaii (SSN 776) arrived in Subic Bay Sept. 7 for a visit as part of its deployment in the Western Pacific. 

Hawaii conducted a coordinated moor with submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40), to receive tended support during the visit.

With a crew of approximately 130 Sailors, Hawaii conducts a multitude of missions and showcases the latest capabilities of the submarine fleet.

The visit to Subic Bay presents an opportunity for Sailors to strengthen ties with their counterparts in the Philippines, participate with Frank Cable Sailors in community service events in Olangapo, and enjoy crew rest and relaxation.

"Our Sailors have worked very hard for 14 months, qualifying and diligently training on various watchstations throughout the sub," said Master Chief Electronics Technician John Perryman, Hawaii's chief of the boat. "Western Pacific deployments and their liberty ports are the reward that makes all of our crew's efforts worthwhile."

This is the first visit to the Philippines for many of the crew members, but some of Hawaii's crew members have family in the Philippines and are taking time to reach out to them during this visit.

"I can't wait to get some time to call home, see the sites, and connect with my family in Manila," said Culinary Specialist Seaman Apprentice Sedale Salera.

Measuring more than 370 feet long and weighing more than 8,000 tons when submerged, Hawaii is one of the stealthiest submarines in the world and is capable of supporting a multitude of missions. Hawaii is the third ship built in the line of Virginia class submarines. Commissioned in 2007, Hawaii is homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
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US Submarine ‘On Goodwill Visit’ Docks In Subic

By Matikas Santos, globalnation.inquirer.net, Sept 7, 2012

MANILA, Philippines – The USS Hawaii, the third United States (US) Submarine to visit the country this year docked at Subic Bay Friday. 

The purpose of the arrival was a “good will visit and routine port call,” Colonel Arnulfo Marcelo Burgos, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesman, said in a text message. 

Two other submarines, the USS North Carolina and the USS Louisville, previously visited the country last May 15 and June 25, respectively. 

USS Hawaii, as well as the two other submarines, is among the newest nuclear-powered submarines of the US Navy. 

USS Hawaii is 377 feet long 34 feet wide. It weighs 7,800 tons and can carry up to 40 torpedoes and cruise missiles. It is also capable of transporting special operation forces, unmanned undersea vehicles, and navy SEALs. 

It can dive up to 800 feet deep and reach speeds of up to 25 knots. It is said to cost $1.8 billion. 
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Submarine USS Topeka Returns from Deployment

From Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 Public Affairs, Sept 5, 2012

NAVAL BASE POINT LOMA, Calif. (NNS) -- Friends and family of Sailors aboard the Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS Topeka (SSN 754) welcomed home Topeka's crew, Sept. 5, at Naval Base Point Loma, Calif., following a six-month deployment to the Western Pacific.

During the deployment, Topeka covered more than 35,000 nautical miles and executed missions vital to national security. Topeka also participated in U.S. and multinational naval exercises. The ship's port visits included Yokosuka, Japan; Republic of Singapore; and Guam.

Topeka Commanding Officer Cmdr. Jim Belz, said he is very proud of his crew and their accomplishments.

"I am extremely proud of the crew for their professionalism, motivation, and positive attitude throughout our deployment. Thanks to their hard work and the outstanding support we received from back home, we had a successful deployment and accomplished a great deal for the Navy and our nation," he said. 

Topeka was commissioned Oct. 21, 1989. Measuring more than 360 feet long and displacing more than 6,900 tons, Topeka has a crew of nearly 140 Sailors. Topeka is capable of supporting various missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface ship warfare, strike, surveillance, and reconnaissance. She is one of six Los Angeles-class submarines homeported in San Diego. 
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Basic Enlisted Submarine School Graduation

By William Kenny, SLC Public Affairs, The Dolphin, Sept 7, 2012

GROTON, Conn. - Eighty-five Sailors, Class 12380, USS Hoe (SS 258), graduated from Basic Enlisted Submarine School, Aug. 24. 

Electronics Technician 2nd Class (SS) David Sidorakis, Sonar Technician 2nd Class (SS) John Pegues, STS1(SS) Joseph Bechtold, and STS2(SS) Adam Gabor were class instructors.

Builder 2nd Class Kafele Wilks was Class Honorman with a 98.00 Grade Point Average. Wilks continues in Information Technician (Submarines) Apprentice Training, ITS "A" School.

Seaman Apprentice Cody Ayers was recipient of the Navy Core Values Award as best exemplifying the standards and expectations of a United States Navy Sailor. Ayers continues in Apprentice Team Training, ATT.

Seaman Recruit Drew Bogard was Class Leader and recipient of the Heritage Award.

SA Daniel Wilhelmsen was meritoriously advanced because of his academic performance and joins Wilks in ITS "A" School.

With Grade Point Averages exceeding 90.0, Operations Specialist 2nd Class Matthew Heider, SR Stephen Reynolds, SR Tanner Harmon, SR Phillip Vrieling, Seaman Matthew Elliott, SN Kevin Claeys, Logistics Specialist 2nd Class John Asaro, SR Tyler Andrews, SA Timothy Standford, SA Daniel Peacock, SN Stewart Rowan, Gas Turbine System Technician (Electrical) 2nd Class Chanrathana Phun, SR Phillip Luong, Machinist’s Mate 1st Class James Seeley, SA Cody Ayers, and LS1 Joel Diric joined Wilhelmsen and Wilks as Graduates with Distinction. 
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NSSF Sailors Recognized For Their Support Of American Cancer Society

By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs, Sept 6, 2012

GROTON, Conn. - Nearly a dozen active-duty and retired Sailors and Navy civilians assigned to Naval Submarine Support Facility (NSSF) at Naval Submarine Base New London were recognized by the American Cancer Society for their support of the annual Relay For Life, Aug. 31.

NSSF Sailors participated in the New London County Shoreline Relay For Life event, which was held at Fitch High School in mid-June.

"This is the second year that Team Naval Submarine Support Facility participated in the Relay For Life," said Pamela Kopp of Regional Support Group.

Kopp added that Team NSSF raised $3,636, which directly supports services to cancer patients. As a team, NSSF walked 116.25 miles, which is equal to walking from New London to Hartford and back. The team received recognition from the American Cancer Society for coming in third place in both the number of laps walked and the fundraising efforts in support of the relay.

"I’m very proud of my active-duty and civilian NSSF team," said NSSF Command Master Chief (SS) Rory Wohlegemuth. "This event clearly shows the NSSF team consisting of active duty, civilian and family members working together for a very important fight."

Kathrine Bradley, American Cancer Society representative for the New London County Shoreline Relay, reflected on Team NSSF’s support for cancer patients.

"It is wonderful to work with these great volunteers from the Naval Submarine Support Facility," said Bradley. "They are passionate about the fight against cancer and making a difference in their community."

Legalman 1st Class Danielle Slack and her family also participated in the relay with NSSF to teach her children the lesson of helping others. Slack’s nine-year old son took this lesson to heart and single-handedly walked the most laps of anyone at the Relay by completing 26.25 miles.

"I never imagined that Kaden was going to walk that number of laps," said Slack. "We were out there most of the day on Saturday until at least midnight."

Slack said her son was passionate about supporting this relay and encouraged his father to return to the track that next morning by 5 a.m. to finish his 105 laps or 26.25 miles.

"It’s a great way to teach my 6 and 9-year old children that there are bad things in the world, but that they can help others, even at such a young age," said Slack, who would like to participate in the relay with both NSSF and with her family again next year.

The following Sailors and Navy civilians who participated in the Relay For Life and were recognized by the American Cancer Society were Machinist’s Mate 1st Class (SS) Scott Martin, who served as the team captain and was recognized for his fundraising efforts for the Relay. Other Sailors included Machinist’s Mate 1st Class (SS) Stuart Miller, Electronics Technician 1st Class (SS) Dirk Smith; NSSF Command Master Chief (SS) Rory Wohlgemuth; retired Command Master Chief (SS) Mark Mandile, Julie Mandile, Pamela Kopp, Adam Slack, and Ava Slack. 
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NSSF Sailor Reenlists On The Grounds Near The Statue Of Liberty

By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs, Sept 6, 2012

LIBERTY ISLAND, NY - A Sailor assigned to Naval Submarine Support Facility (NSSF) coordinated his reenlistment at a location he soon would never forget, on the grounds near the Statue of Liberty. 

Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class (SS) Reinhard Sponseller, assigned to NSSF, which is located at Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, reenlisted Aug. 31 at the flag pole near the "Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World."

Given the symbolism of the Statue of Liberty, Sponseller reflected on the meaning of reenlisting in a historic location where nearly 12 million immigrants had passed through Ellis Island in their quest for freedom.

"The Statue of Liberty symbolizes the United States, and for me, what better location to reenlist into the U.S. Navy," said Sponseller, who was joined by fellow Sailors he works with at NSSF, when he officially reenlisted for another three years of service.

Lieutenant Chad Collins, also assigned to NSSF, served as Sponseller’s reenlistment officer. Collins, who has participated in nearly a dozen reenlistments in his naval career said reenlisting Sponseller near the Statue of the Liberty was a first for him.

"This is a great opportunity for the Sailor to be part of American history by encompassing it into his reenlistment," said Collins.

The Statue of Liberty, which is closed for public tours, is located on a 12-acre island and is a universal symbol of freedom and democracy, according to the National Park Service’s Web site. 
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International Undersea Warfare News

Ministers: Australia Committed to Procurement of 12 New Submarines

DefPro, Sept 7, 2012

Australian Minister for Defence Stephen Smith, Minister for Finance and Deregulation Senator Penny Wong and Minister for Defence Materiel Jason Clare yesterday announced Australia’s Future Submarine Systems Centre will be based in Adelaide continuing the strong relationship that has been formed between South Australia and the Commonwealth in support of Australia’s maritime sector. 

The Systems Centre will be the home of the Future Submarine program. It will be formally established this year and over the next few years will expand to include hundreds of Defence personnel from Navy, the Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO), the Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) and the Australian and international Defence Industry. 

The Systems Centre is a similar facility to the one that was established for the Air Warfare Destroyer project. It will undertake a variety of tasks including evaluation of options, design work, program management, engineering, logistics and production planning. 

The Government is committed to acquiring 12 new submarines to be assembled in South Australia. 

This commitment will be reinforced as part of the 2013 Defence White Paper. 

The first Systems Centre staff are already working in Adelaide, and are temporarily based at ASC. 

The Future Submarine project will be the largest and most complex Defence project ever undertaken by Australia.

It will involve hundreds of companies and thousands of workers.

It will involve Federal and State Governments, Defence, Industry and Universities working together for years to come.

Four options are being considered for the Future Submarine fleet ranging from military off-the-shelf to a wholly new design.

Defence is undertaking a wide range of studies into these four options before returning to Government for First Pass approval around late 2013/early 2014. 

Minister for Defence Stephen Smith and Minister for Defence Materiel Jason Clare today also welcomed Mr David Gould to his new role in the Department of Defence as General Manager Submarines.

As General Manager Submarines, Mr Gould has been given responsibility for the oversight of the maintenance of the current Collins Class fleet and the Future Submarine Project.

Mr Gould’s appointment was announced in May. He began work in July.

Mr Gould works in the DMO and reports to Mr Warren King, Chief Executive Officer of the DMO.

Mr Gould works across Government, Navy and Industry to pull together the remediation and support of our existing submarine fleet and the project to replace our existing Collins Class submarines.

Mr Gould will oversee the implementation of recommendations the Coles Review of submarine sustainment, to improve the availability and reliability of the Collins Class fleet.

Mr Gould brings a wealth of knowledge to his new position.

Mr Gould has extensive international experience in large-scale defence projects, including the UK aircraft carrier program, the Type 45 Destroyer and the restructuring of the Astute Class nuclear powered submarine project.

Mr Gould also served as the Chief Operating Officer of Defence Equipment and Support Organisation in the UK Ministry of Defence.
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Moscow Eyes Major Missile Upgrade

By Robert Beckhusen, Wired, Sept 6, 2012
Robot subs, sea-based missile interceptors and new intercontinental ballistic missiles. The Kremlin is promising a major upgrade to its arsenal. And if even some of those promises are met, it could cause a serious shift in the global balance of power.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has been one of the strongest boosters of an upgraded military, but it’s not going to be easy to keep up with the U.S., and now China. Beijing announced last month it’s building a string of drone bases along its coastline, and is starting to show off the prelude to a proper navy. There are also lingering questions whether Beijing has tested a powerful new ICBM.

“We should make a breakthrough in the modernization of our defense industry, as it was done in the 1930s,” Putin said last week. The president — who is attempted to lead a flock of endangered Siberian cranes to safety this week by hang-glider — regularly makes statements along these lines. But the boosterism also guarantees if the U.S. has a certain kind of weapon or machine, or wants it, then Moscow assures the world that it’s working on it too.

Case in point is Russia’s new drone submarine. On Friday, we learned Russia is developing an unmanned underwater drone built along the lines of a 1980s-era mini-submarine called the Project 865 Piranha. Only two Piranhas were ever built, but Russia hopes to apply the lessons to a drone sub. “The U.S. Navy is moving along similar lines,” said Anatoly Shlemov, defense contracts chief at the Kremlin-owned United Shipbuilding Corporation. That would be an ostensible reference to the Pentagon’s Actuv unmanned sub hunter, which Darpa hopes will give the Navy the means to quietly follow and track diesel subs for months at a time, and do so relatively cheaply.

More pronounced is Russia’s missile program. This week, Strategic Missile Forces commander Col. Gen. Sergei Karakayev told RIA Novosti a new liquid-fueled ballistic missile will be ready by 2018, replacing Russia’s old solid-fueled R-36M2 Voyevoda missile (or SS-18 Satan, as known by NATO), which dates back to the Cold War. In recent years, Russia has also developed a solid-fueled ICBM called the Topol-M. But a new liquid-fueled missile has one big advantage over both, namely that it may give Moscow — in six years — the means to defeat a NATO missile shield in Europe.

One reason: Liquid-fueled rockets are really heavy, and have the weight and power to lift multiple warheads at once. And when there’s multiple warheads screaming at your defenses — and all it takes is one to slip through for you to lose a city — that’s enough to question the feasibility of an expensive shield in the first place. (Speaking of missile shields, Russia is also looking at building new missile interceptors similar to the U.S.’s ship-based Aegis system.)

Now the likelihood of catching up to par with the U.S. anytime soon is going to be nearly impossible. When Putin talks about modernizing the defense industry, he’s responding to a growing crisis that Russia hasn’t yet been able to manage.

According to an analysis by RusBusinessNews, in five years Russia’s defense industry may risk “shutting down manufacturing of missiles and tanks because of the increasing shortage of human resources.” There’s a severe shortage of engineers, for one, compounded by a shrinking population, and young people choosing to leave industrial work for law careers and service-sector jobs. Industrial wages are low and equipment is growing obsolete, and companies are slow to develop a “corporate culture” with services like daycare and clubs to attract fresh workers.

But if Moscow is desperately trying to stop a downward spiral, Beijing is managing a steady rise, and has the time and resources to experiment with the Chinese army of tomorrow. The navy is a good place to see it. “So long as China’s strategic surroundings remained hospitable and the United States was content guaranteeing safe passage through international waters and skies, the [People's Liberation Army Navy] could pursue leisurely ‘fleet experimentation,” wrote Naval War College professors Toshi Yoshihara and Jim Holmes on Tuesday.

That means starting out by building lots of different types of ships, but not producing any particular class en masse. Then, after studying what works best, the next step is to incorporate those designs into modern warships. The professors point in particular to the Type 052D destroyer, which China looks to now be setting down at the rate of two per year. That also means augmenting those ships with drones, and expanding the presence of Chinese robots to protect the Pacific coast. Late last month, China’s military announced that it is planning to build 11 new drone bases along the coast for snooping over the ocean. China is also planning to launch eight ocean-monitoring satellites into orbit by 2020. Two of those are radar satellites, while two others watch ocean currents and four are “for observing sea color,” according to the Xinhua News Agency.

What’s scarier are China’s missiles. They’d be the main weapon in the event of a war the U.S. Navy. But China’s missile programs — and especially nuclear programs — are super-secretive. In August, China reportedly tested a new submarine-launched ballistic missile. And late last month, China was reported to have tested a new intercontinental ballistic missile in July called the Dongfeng-41, which has a purported capability to deliver multiple nuclear warheads. But there are lingering questions and conflicting reporting over what China tested, exactly.

Gregory Kulacki, a China analyst at the Global Security Program at the Union of Concerned Scientists, doubted the reports that China tested an ICBM. “China’s nuclear posture is shrouded in secrecy and is difficult to discern, even by Chinese academic and military experts,” he wrote. If China really did test an ICBM, it could be a sign Beijing may be looking at building better ways to deliver its nukes. If not, then it’s a sign China may be comfortable with sticking to upgrading its conventional forces, for now.

The reports of an ICBM test, which first appeared in the U.S. press, were later repeated by Chinese state television, but that doesn’t necessarily imply government approval, either. China’s defense ministry did confirm that the military conducted recent missile tests, but did not elaborate on their nature.

Which goes to demonstrate the difference in how Russia and China sees themselves on the international stage. Had Russia tested a new intercontinental ballistic missile, Moscow-based news agencies would be the first ones to tell the world. In China, it’s a lot more secretive. But Russia also has a lot more to prove.
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