
[image: image10.jpg]



http://www.subforce.navy.mil/








  

[image: image1.jpg]



Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1940 - Navy awards contracts for 210 ships, including 12 carriers and 7 battleships

1945 - A "computer bug" is first identified and named by LT Grace Murray Hopper while she was on Navy active duty in 1945. It was found in the Mark II Aiken Relay Calculator at Harvard University. The operators affixed the moth to the computer log, where it still resides, with the entry: "First actual case of bug being found." They "debugged" the computer, first introducing the term.

1953 - USS Angler (SS 240) is recommissioned for the second time
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Announcement: The November general election is less than 60 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

Submarine Force Welcomes New Commander

By Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Forces Public Affairs, Sept 7, 2012

NORFOLK, Va. (NNS) -- Commander, Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command held a change of command aboard the Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Mexico (SSN 779) at Naval Station Norfolk, Sept. 7.

Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor relieved Vice Adm. John M. Richardson as commander. Richardson will be promoted to admiral later this year and take command as director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion.

Adm. John C. Harvey, Jr., commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command, was the featured speaker.
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"Quite a turnout, a turnout that reflects great respect for the change of command, which is the foundation on which our Navy is based - command and command at sea, command of our Sailors and our forces," said Harvey. "But it also shows the respect for the individuals involved, Vice Adm. Richardson and Vice Adm. Connor. It is a demonstration of great respect to the national treasure called our submarine force, vital to our Navy and our nation.

"Our submarine force remains an elite force today, one true to its heritage and one who truly has delivered extraordinary results for the nation. A force which takes the most complex technology our nation can develop, takes it to sea and delivers results. Our submarine force operates well forward around the globe, everywhere they need to be. These Sailors and ships give our Navy the asymmetric advantage it has in the maritime domain. No nations' Navy can touch our submarine force and every nations' Navy knows it. 

"This is the force we entrusted to Vice Adm. Richardson the last two years. He took a great force and made it better - the most advanced, most powerful, most responsive and most ready submarine force in the world. He has continued to improve performance of the force in every measure we got. He brings a laser focus to every aspect in every operation of the submarine force in maintaining our current and substantial undersea dominance He prepared the force for the future, developing technology in making sure our warfighting edge remained sharp, the integration of women in the submarine force to ensure we have access to the talent we will need to fight and win in the future. John Richardson has made this high performance work better, for he realized that all these technological marvels are just expensive junk without the highly skilled and well-lead Sailors to take them to sea."
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Harvey then presented Richardson with the Distinguished Service Medal award recognizing him for his exceptional meritorious service to the government of the United States in supporting national defense objectives vital to the nation's security by providing combatant commanders with a continuous worldwide submarine presence.

"Sir, thank you for this award, and for your kind remarks -it has truly been an honor to be a small part of your fleet," said Richardson. 

"There is the team, hundreds of Sailors and civilians working hard, making things good, anticipating any problems and always with their thumbs up - 'you're good.' So, I want to spend the majority of my time today talking about these terrific people and what they do for the nation.

But before I get started on the team itself, I should note that as a team, we exist in an environment that sets us up to win before we even take the field. We are very well-supported."

As commander, Submarine Forces, Richardson focused efforts of the U.S. submarine force on ensuring the U.S. Navy maintains undersea superiority today and into the future. As commander, Submarine Force Atlantic, he had operational command of all U.S. submarines homeported on the Atlantic coast, as well as supporting shore activities. As commander, Allied Submarine Command, he acted as the principal advisor to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization on submarine plans, operations, and doctrine.

When he assumed command of the submarine forces in November 2010, Richardson charged his undersea leaders to conceive and develop a doctrine defining the warfighting objectives of the diverse submarine force. Inherent in the doctrine would be flexibility encouraging initiative and input throughout the force leadership to attain objectives. The Design for Undersea Warfare resulted, and it empowered all major commanders, facility commanders, submarine commanding officers, and each officer and enlisted Sailor, to align their energies along three lines of efforts: Ready Forces, an emphasis ensuring our undersea forces are ready for operations and warfighting; Effective Employment, an effort which means undersea forces will conduct effective forward operations and warfighting; and Future Force Capabilities, an emphasis on preparing undersea forces for future operations and warfighting. 

"We have an awesome team, so we're set up for success- kind of raises expectations," said Richardson. "What exactly did we do? Well I can't tell you. I wish I could - it is truly awesome, but it would take us about four days to debrief you here on the pier, and I know you're getting hungry. Truly, our activity is highly classified. But I'll push the limits as far as I can.

"First, we issued the Design for Undersea Warfare, as our roadmap, and we got busy moving out. Our business is warfighting and preparing for war. Our hope is that by doing our business in a very convincing way - by becoming masters of the undersea domain - we will deter anybody from taking us on. And if they do choose to make a move, we will defeat them swiftly and decisively. To that end; we increased our warfighting readiness by 20 percent; we have more boats certified for combat operations - ready now to respond to a crisis if called; we did that by giving more time to the COs and their crews to get themselves ready - 50 percent more discretionary time; we eliminated mandatory squadron 'workups' for inspections and exams - putting that responsibility on the COs to get their teams ready to meet the standards for wartime certification - and they did terrific, meeting all milestone ahead of schedule; and just to make it harder, we increased the number of surprise exams - the no-notice tests that everybody loves so much.

"And again, the team responded again and performed superbly. To clear the way for more CO flexibility, we eliminated more than 50 man-years of unnecessary and duplicate requirements from the plate - more time to improve readiness; we improved manning by five percent - that's a harsh world, and the manpower team scraped and clawed to get both the right numbers and the right level of experience on the boats; and we also developed a solid program to help new and veteran Sailors be more successful returning to sea - providing a good sense of what they were getting in to, and some skills to manage the stresses of submarine life. 

"So in short, we decentralized authority. We provided solid commander's guidance, increased CO span of control, and the team took it from there - achieving higher levels of readiness, with more efficiency and predictability. This is the way that Navies are supposed to operate - it's what we do."

Addressing an audience of more than 800 attendees, including more than 340 active duty and retired flag and general officers, Richardson further reflected on his tenure as the submarine force commander, while thanking all who supported the mission of the submarine force.

"Finally and most importantly, we have wonderful families who share our service and sacrifice - they are right beside us all the way and they are here today - in force," said Richardson.

"If there is a single theme that runs through everything that we do, it is that our Sailors and their families deserve every bit of support that we can provide them. They are our most powerful force. They make sacrifices every day and ask only that their leaders know their job, and treat them with consistency, respect, dignity, and integrity. We owe them that, and I will carry that theme forward.

Richardson graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1982 and has earned master's degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and the National War College. 

He most recently served in Naples, Italy, as commander, Submarine Group 8; commander, Submarines, Allied Naval Forces South; deputy commander, U.S. 6th Fleet, and chief of staff, U.S. Naval Forces Europe and U.S. Naval Forces Africa. 

His other operational assignments include commanding the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Honolulu (SSN 718), homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and as Commander, Submarine Development Squadron 12 in Groton, Conn. Additionally, he served on the Sturgeon-class attack submarine USS Parche (SSN 683), homeported in Mare Island, Calif.; the Benjamin Franklin-class ballistic-missile submarine USS George C. Marshall (SSBN 654), homeported in Holy Loch, Scotland and Groton, Conn.; and the Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Salt Lake City (SSN 716), homeported in San Diego.

His staff assignments include duty in the Attack Submarine Division on the Chief of Naval Operations staff (OP-22); naval aide to the president; prospective commanding officer instructor for Commander, Submarine Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet; assistant deputy director for Regional Operations on the Joint Staff; and director of Strategy and Policy (J5) at U.S. Joint Forces Command.

He has served on teams that have been awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, the Joint Meritorious Unit Citation, the Navy Unit Citation, and the Battle Efficiency E Awards.

Connor assumes command of the submarine force after serving as the assistant deputy chief of naval operations for Warfare Systems in Washington, D.C. A native of Weymouth, Mass, he graduated from Bowdoin College in 1980 with a Bachelor of Arts in Physics. As a Mahan Scholar and graduation with distinction, Connor earned his Master of Arts in National Security Affairs and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College in Newport, R.I. 

"I will start by thanking John Richardson," said Connor. "This is for more-much more-than the courtesy that you and the staff showed during the turnover. Rather it is for the work that you have done, in conjunction with people like Rear Adm. Frank Caldwell [SUBPAC] and Barry Bruner [OPNAV N97] to set direction, expand the capability that the force, and show our people and their families that they are truly our most important asset.

"For the Submarine Force, I promise to work with you to gain further momentum in the direction that has been set, to work with our fellow warriors across the Navy to maximize our contribution to the nation, and to work hard to maximize the contribution of each of our sailors to that critical mission. I look forward to talking to you - and listening to you - as we begin this next step in the journey together. You are a tremendous force, there is much to be done, and there is not a moment to lose." 

Back to Top
New Commander Takes Over Navy's Submarine Forces
By Mike Hixenbaugh, The Virginian-Pilot, Sept 8, 2012

The Navy has a new top commander guiding its submarine forces.

Vice Adm. Michael Connor relieved Vice Adm. John Richardson at a ceremony Friday atop the attack submarine New Mexico at Norfolk Naval Station.

During his two-year tenure, Richardson integrated women into the Navy's submarine force and sought to decentralize authority, giving submarine commanders more flexibility.

Richardson said those changes increased the Navy's war readiness.

"Our business is war fighting and preparing for war," Richardson said from a stage on top of the submarine. "Our hope is that by doing that business in a very convincing way - by becoming masters of the undersea domain - we will deter anybody from taking us on."

Richardson will lead the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program.

Connor, who previously served as assistant deputy chief of naval operations for warfare systems, is now the Navy's top submarine commander and will directly manage the force's Atlantic Fleet. He also will serve as commander of NATO's Allied Submarine Command.

Adm. John C. Harvey Jr., head of Fleet Forces Command, thanked Richardson for his leadership and welcomed Connor to what he called one of the Navy's most important responsibilities.

"These boats and these sailors are truly the asymmetric advantage our Navy has in the maritime domain," Harvey said. "No nation's navy can touch our submarine force, and every nation's navy knows it."

Several former seamen who were in town for the U.S. Submarine Veterans National Convention, including a few World War II veterans, attended the change of command.

Back to Top
Change At The Top Of Atlantic-Based Submarine Force
By Mike Gooding, WVEC.com, Sept 7, 2012

NORFOLK--There's a new leader for Atlantic-based submarine forces.

Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor relieved Vice Adm. John M. Richardson as Commander, Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command during Friday's change of command onboard the Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Mexico, which is docked at Pier 12 on Naval Station Norfolk.

Richardson had been in the job since November 2012. Connors last assignment was Assistant Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Warfare Systems.

Commander, Submarine Forces is responsible for establishing force wide strategies on issues such as force structure, budgetary requirements and manpower.

As Commander, Allied Submarine Command, Adm. Connor is the principal advisor to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization on submarine plans, operations, and doctrine.

He takes over as the Navy is integrating women into its submarine force and has six nuclear-powered attack subs under construction.

Video link: http://www.wvec.com/my-city/norfolk/Change-at-the-top-of-Atlantic-based-submarine-force-168921716.html 
Back to Top
Navy Puts New Commander In Charge Of Atlantic Submarines
Associated Press, Norwich Bulletin, Sept 10, 2012

Norfolk, Va. —  The Navy on Friday put a new commander in charge of its submarine force to lead the 19,000 sailors who are part of the secretive underwater service.

Vice Adm. Michael Connor relieved Vice Adm. John Richardson of command during a ceremony aboard the Groton, Conn.-based USS New Mexico at Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia.

Richardson held the post for two years and is taking a new job as director of naval nuclear propulsion.

With the change of command, Connor is now the Navy's top submarine commander and will directly manage the force's Atlantic fleet, which is spread among bases in Georgia, Connecticut and Virginia. Connor will also serve as commander of NATO'S Allied Submarine Command.

"For the submarine force, I promise to work with you to gain further momentum in the direction that has been set and to work with our fellow warriors across the Navy to maximize our contribution to the nation and to work hard to maximize the contribution of each of our sailors to that critical mission," Connor said after receiving his new orders. "There is much to be done and there's not a moment to lose."

Connor takes over at a time the Navy is integrating women into its submarine force, is fighting a recent series of embarrassing ethical lapses and has six nuclear-powered attack subs under construction that are intended to help the Navy adapt to a changing warfare landscape. Those Virginia-class submarines, which the USS New Mexico is among, are designed to operate better in shallow waters near the shore and have special features to support special operation forces, among other things. Of the 72 submarines the Navy has at its disposal, nine are Virginia-class subs.

Adm. John Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, said that the nation's submarine force was primarily designed for Cold War purposes but that its value remains strong.

"This force has proven astonishingly relevant for every operation this nation has undertaken since the Berlin Wall came down and the Soviet Union dissolved," Harvey said.

"No nation's Navy can touch our submarine force and every nation's navy knows it."

Connor is from Weymouth, Mass. and previously served as assistant deputy chief of naval operations for warfare systems. He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1980 with a bachelor of arts in physics. His first job was serving aboard USS Ulysses S. Grant.

The Navy on Friday put a new commander in charge of its submarine force to lead the 19,000 sailors who are part of the secretive underwater service.

Vice Adm. Michael Connor relieved Vice Adm. John Richardson of command during a ceremony aboard the Groton, Conn.-based USS New Mexico at Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia.

Richardson held the post for two years and is taking a new job as director of naval nuclear propulsion.

With the change of command, Connor is now the Navy's top submarine commander and will directly manage the force's Atlantic fleet, which is spread among bases in Georgia, Connecticut and Virginia. Connor will also serve as commander of NATO'S Allied Submarine Command.

"For the submarine force, I promise to work with you to gain further momentum in the direction that has been set and to work with our fellow warriors across the Navy to maximize our contribution to the nation and to work hard to maximize the contribution of each of our sailors to that critical mission," Connor said after receiving his new orders. "There is much to be done and there's not a moment to lose."

Connor takes over at a time the Navy is integrating women into its submarine force, is fighting a recent series of embarrassing ethical lapses and has six nuclear-powered attack subs under construction that are intended to help the Navy adapt to a changing warfare landscape. Those Virginia-class submarines, which the USS New Mexico is among, are designed to operate better in shallow waters near the shore and have special features to support special operation forces, among other things. Of the 72 submarines the Navy has at its disposal, nine are Virginia-class subs.

Adm. John Harvey, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command, said that the nation's submarine force was primarily designed for Cold War purposes but that its value remains strong.

"This force has proven astonishingly relevant for every operation this nation has undertaken since the Berlin Wall came down and the Soviet Union dissolved," Harvey said.

"No nation's Navy can touch our submarine force and every nation's navy knows it."

Connor is from Weymouth, Mass. and previously served as assistant deputy chief of naval operations for warfare systems. He graduated from Bowdoin College in 1980 with a bachelor of arts in physics. His first job was serving aboard USS Ulysses S. Grant.
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US Navy Appoints New Commander For Secretive Submarine Forces
Presstv.com, Sept 7, 2012

The US Navy has appointed a new commander for its secretive submarine force that will take command of the country’s Atlantic naval fleet as well as NATO’s Allied Submarine Command. 

Vice Admiral Michael Connor was reportedly appointed by US President Barack Obama on Friday to lead the navy’s 19,000 sailors that conduct its secretive underwater operations, relieving Vice Admiral John Richardson, who held the command for two years and is currently taking over a new task as the director of naval nuclear propulsion. 

Connors takes over the submarine force at a time the US Navy has six nuclear-powered attack subs under construction, intended to help with American military plans to adapt to a changing warfare landscape, according to press reports on his appointment. The so-called Virginia-class nuclear subs are reportedly designed to operate better in shallow waters near the shore and have special features to support special operation forces. 

Connors, according to his official biography published by the US Navy, commanded Submarine Squadron Eight from March 2003 to July 2004, during which ships assigned to the squadron participating in the American military invasion of Iraq as well as “other (unspecific) operations” which the navy described as “in support of the global war on terrorism.”

He has also served as commander of Submarine Group Seven in Japan, director of Submarine Warfare Division, director of Naval Warfare Integration Group and most recently as assistant deputy chief of Naval Operations for Warfare Systems. 

The US Navy reportedly has 72 submarines in its fleet, nine of which are Virginia-class subs. 

Back to Top
USS Louisville Holds Change of Command

By MC2 Steven Khor, COMSUBPAC Public Affairs, Sept 6, 2012

(PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii) – A time-honored change of command ceremony was held aboard the Los Angeles-class submarine USS Louisville (SSN 724) at the submarine piers at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Sept. 6.

Cmdr. Lee P. Sisco, commanding officer of Louisville was relieved by Cmdr. Robert D. Figgs.

Guest speaker Capt. Douglas G. Perry, Chief of Staff for the Joint Force Development Directorate on the Joint Staff and Sisco's former commanding officer and mentor, praised Sisco for his exceptional performance while in command of Louisville. 

"Lee, you've done an immense service to the country. We are in your debt, and you have a very bright future in front of you," said Perry.

Sisco said he was honored to have the opportunity to command Louisville and acknowledged that the majority of the submarine's success during his time as commanding officer was because of the crew and their hard work. 

"I know I drove you hard and was demanding, but you listened to what I asked," said Sisco to his assembled crew. "We tried to do things the right way, and we did the right things."

Following his remarks, Sisco was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for his exceptional performance as commanding officer from Jan. 2010 to Sept. 2012. 

As Figgs assumed command of Louisville he addressed the crew about the future.

"To the officers and men of Louisville, I have had the opportunity to observe you operate the ship over the past several weeks; I have also had the opportunity to sit down and personally talk with most of you," said Figgs. "I am impressed and truly believe that we have an outstanding crew."

Sisco's personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (six awards) and Navy Marine Corps Achievement Medal (three awards) as well as numerous unit awards.

Sisco will report for duty to commander, Naval Personnel Command in Millington, Tenn., as the branch head for enlisted nuclear and submarine assignments. 

Back to Top
USS Mississippi Delivers Spirit Messages for Namesake State's Division 1 College Football

By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs, Sept 8, 2012

GROTON, Conn. (NNS) -- Just three months past the commissioning of the Navy's newest Virginia-class attack submarine, the crew of USS Mississippi (SSN 782) are showing their support for the state by recording spirit messages to be played at Mississippi's three Division 1 universities' college football games. 

USS Mississippi crew recorded spirit messages for University of Mississippi, Mississippi State University and The University of Southern Mississippi. The first of the three spirit messages will be played at the stadium before the MSU vs. Auburn University game kicks off on Sept. 8. 

"Mississippi State is proud of our men and women that serve in the armed forces. We are especially proud that the USS Mississippi is named for our state," said Chad G. Thomas, assistant athletic director, Mississippi State University. "The ongoing connection between Mississippi State and USS Mississippi is important as we both serve the citizens of our state."

Capt. John McGrath, commanding officer, USS Mississippi involved nearly all 140 Sailors from his crew to participate in recording each spirit message and enjoyed connecting with the boat's namesake state through video.

"This is a great way to not only support our namesake state, but to show our support for each football team as they take to their respective fields," said McGrath. 

Ole Miss Rebels has a history of featuring "Are You Ready" spirit messages to their 60,000 fan base. 

Previous spirit messages played include famous actors who hail from Mississippi to NASA astronauts delivering their message from space. 

"We are honored and humbled to have the USS Mississippi participate in one our most beloved traditions at Ole Miss," said Michael Thompson, senior associate athletics director, Ole Miss Rebels, who plan to feature USS Mississippi's spirit message later this year. "To be named after the state of which we are the flagship university, the USS Mississippi holds a special place in the hearts of our fans and we look forward to honoring them on the video board."

The University of Southern Mississippi will feature the USS Mississippi spirit message in their annual Military Appreciation game to be held on Nov. 17 at "The Rock" in Hattiesburg, Miss., where they will take on the University of Texas at El Paso. 

"Having served in the military and having sacrificed myself, I understand the courage and honor that these Sailors and their families have for our country," said Retired Maj. Gen. Jeff Hammond, director of athletics for The University of Southern Mississippi, who added that Southern Miss has a deep connection and a proud tradition of service in the armed services. 

"To serve his or her country is one of the most remarkable experiences of anyone's life," said Hammond. "We at Southern Miss share the same common values of Mission, Family, and Team with the wonderful Sailors and families of the attack submarine USS Mississippi." 

Back to Top
US Nuke Sub Arrives In Subic

By Elena L. Aben, mb.com.ph, September 7, 2012

MANILA, Philippines — USS Hawaii (SSN-776), a Virginia-class nuclear attack submarine of the United States equipped with first-ever photonic masts, arrived at Subic Bay Friday for a routine port call and goodwill visit.

USS Hawaii entered the mouth of Subic Bay around 9 a.m. and moored alongside USS Frank Cable (AS 40) around 10 a.m.

Last Monday, USS Frank Cable, an L.Y. Spear class submarine tender, docked at Subic Bay also for a routine port call. The ship will depart September 12.

In a statement, the US embassy said the visit of the two vessels highlights the strong historic, community, and military connections between the United States and the Republic of the Philippines.

A statement by the US Navy likewise said the visit to Subic Bay “presents an opportunity for sailors to strengthen ties with their counterparts in the Philippines, participate with Frank Cable Sailors in community service events in Olongapo, and enjoy crew rest and relaxation.”

“This is the first visit to the Philippines for many of the crew members, but some of Hawaii’s crew members have family in the Philippines and are taking time to reach out to them during this visit.”

Unlike other subs, Hawaii is equipped with a pair of AN/BVS-1 telescoping photonics masts located outside the pressure hull instead of a periscope. When submerged at a shallow depth, the said device allows Hawaii to search visually for nearby targets and threats on the surface of the water and in the air.

Each mast contains high-resolution cameras, along with light-intensification and infrared sensors, an infrared laser rangefinder, and an integrated electronic support measures array.

With a crew of some 132, Hawaii can launch Tomahawk land-attack missiles from 12 vertical launch system tubes and Mark 48 advanced capability torpedoes from four 21-inch torpedo tubes.

The relatively new submarine will also be able to attack targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land areas, littoral waters or other sea forces.

Measuring more than 370 feet long and weighing more than 8,000 tons when submerged, Hawaii is one of the stealthiest submarines in the world and is capable of supporting a multitude of missions.

Commissioned in 2007, Hawaii is homeported at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

It is the third submarine to visit the country this year. First was USS North Carolina (SSN 777), also a Virginia-class fast attack submarine that arrived at Subic Bay last May 13.

Second was USS Lousville (SSN 724), a nuclear-powered fast attack submarine of the Los Angeles class design, which arrived in Subic Bay June 25.

Back to Top
US Nuclear-Sub Arrival Adds Spice To The Philippine-China Relationship
By Gregorio B. Dantes, Demotix.com, Sept 10, 2012

Multi sectoral group Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (BAYAN) blamed the growing US military presence in the country for aggravating the already tense relationship between the Philippines and China.

Manila, Philippines – Multisectoral group Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (BAYAN) blamed the growing US military presence in the country for aggravating the already tense between the Philippines and China with China President Hu Jintao apparently refusing to meet with Philippine President Benigno Aquino on the sidelines of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Russia.

Bayan made the statement as activists trooped to the US embassy in Manila to protest the arrival of another nuclear-powered submarine in Subic Bay and the participation of a US spy plane in naval exercise in Mindanao. The group said that Hu skipping the already scheduled bilateral talks with Aquino in Vladivostok could be in protest of this latest display of American military posturing in the region.

The group reiterated that the country should peacefully and diplomatically assert its sovereignty over Philippine territories being claimed by China. But it said that effort to resolve the dispute through diplomatic means are being made ever more difficult by increasing presence of US military forces in the country as part of its announced “pivot” to Asia Pacific.

Last Friday, USS Hawaii, a Virginia class submarine docked at Subic Bay in Zambales for what the US embassy described as a “routine port call and goodwill visit”. There are now two American submarines docked at Subic following the arrival last September 3 of the USS Hawaii Frank Cable, an LY Spear class submarine, supposedly for a routine port call as well, In the previous months, two “fast attack” submarines – the nuclear – powered USS North Carolina and the USS Louisville – and the US’s largest hospital ship, the USNA Mercury, also docked at the former US naval base. At the Manila Bay, the guided-missile destroyer USS Milius also made a stop last August.

Meanwhile, US navy surveillance plane PC Orion flew ever the Davao Gulf from an airport in Cebu City to participate in a coast watch exercise with the Philippine Navy (PN) and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) last week. Also recently, China expressed concern over US plans to build a missile defense system in Asia that is designed to contain the world’s second largest economy. The plan reportedly includes building a powerful early warning radar in the Philippines.

Bayan warned that while American and Filipino officials are justifying the increased US military presence in the country and in the region to ensure regional stability, the end-result could be a possible race fore military buildup between China and the US which could further destabilize the region.

Instead of peace and stability, Filipino are being exposed to an unnecessary conflict and insecurity, Bayan said. The increasingly frequent port visit by advanced American warship also put the country at risk of a nuclear disaster as these vessels are likely carrying nuclear weapons, which violates the country’s sovereignty and constitution.

Back to Top
Nuclear Submarine Fire Sparks Two Navy Probes

Investigators aim to learn why the blaze spread so fast and to find ways to reduce in-dock hazards

By David Sharp, Associated Press, Sept 10, 2012

KITTERY, Maine -- Setting sail aboard a nuclear-powered submarine that can travel deep underwater at speeds topping 30 mph with complicated equipment and an arsenal of weapons has inherent danger. But there's potential for a bigger risk when the sub is in dock for major work.

Submarines that are being overhauled, like the USS Miami, which suffered $450 million in damage in a fire in May, are often crowded with shipyard workers and equipment. Temporary systems are established and there are cables running throughout the sub. Deck plating is sometimes removed, creating holes in passageways.

"Submarines face different dangers, perhaps bigger ones, when they're being overhauled or repaired in an industrial setting," said Peter Bowman, a retired Navy captain and former Portsmouth Naval Shipyard commander.

On the USS Miami, those who battled the fire that started May 23 said it knocked out lighting, and a crew member broke ribs when he fell into a hole.

It took the efforts of more than 100 firefighters to save the USS Miami in dry dock at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard after a civilian shipyard worker allegedly set a fire that quickly spread through its forward compartments.

Two Navy panels are continuing wide-ranging investigations aimed at identifying factors that contributed to the rapid spread of the fire as well as ways to reduce hazards and improve firefighting response in the future.

The Navy hopes to complete the investigations by month's end.

Bowman and Jerry Holland, a retired Navy rear admiral and submarine commander, said that an industrial setting exposes submarines to hazards that normally wouldn't be present at sea, when the ship's entire crew is present and all equipment and systems are in shipshape and in full operating order.

Some of the most serious ship and submarine calamities in U.S. naval history have happened with a vessel at dock, in construction or under repair.

In 1960, another nuclear-powered submarine, USS Sargo, suffered serious damage and the loss of one crew member during an oxygen fire at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. And 50 shipyard workers died when the aircraft carrier Constellation caught fire during construction at Brooklyn Naval Shipyard later that year in New York.

The submarine Guitarro sank during construction in 1969 at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in California; watertight doors and hatches couldn't be closed because of cables and hoses.

Minor problems can become big problems when a vessel's sophisticated damage control systems are offline, said Norman Polmar, a naval analyst and author.

"When the sub is not operational, you can't count on the normal tried-and-tested damage control, firefighting and other safety systems," Polmar said.

In the case of the USS Miami, firefighters reported that going into the sub was like stepping into a blast furnace, and a forensic study concluded that the temperature may have hit 1,000 degrees in areas, the Navy told the Associated Press.

The pressure hull was subjected to less heat, with isolated areas hitting 700 degrees. "However, for the most part, the hull was not exposed to temperatures above 350 degrees," said Dale Eng, a Navy spokesman.

The Navy intends to repair the submarine, which is based in Groton, Conn., with a goal of returning it to service in 2015.

Former shipyard worker Casey James Fury of Portsmouth, who's accused of setting the fire, remains held without bail while awaiting trial in federal court in Portland.

Fury told Navy investigators that he set the fire because he was feeling anxiety and wanted to go home.

The criminal case could have bearing on the release of the Navy's findings.

While investigators hope to complete their work by month's end, they won't make their findings public if it interferes with the criminal case, said Pat Dolan, spokeswoman for the Navy Sea Systems Command.
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Classified Navy Assessment On SSBN(X) Endorses Program Of Record Greenert Pleased With Plans 
By Christopher J. Castelli, Inside the Pentagon, 6 September 2012

A recent classified assessment of design options for a new class of multibillion-dollar nuclear ballistic missile submarines endorses the current plan to build 12 subs, each with 16 missile tubes, according to Navy officials.

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert said it is still early in the program, but he feels "good" about the affordability of, and the plan for developing, the new submarine class. In a brief Aug. 10 interview, he told Inside the Pentagon that the Navy still plans to acquire a dozen new subs for the program -- one of four options examined in a recent congressionally mandated report.

Over the last year or so, "the numbers haven't changed that much with regards to what it takes in the [research and development budget] lines to bring it forward and our estimates," Greenert said. "So I feel reasonably well." Officials are still "tweaking" plans for the program, considering whether to have two or four torpedo tubes per boat and what kind of countermeasure should be included, he said.

Navy spokeswoman Lt. Courtney Hillson confirmed this week that the classified report to Congress endorses the plan

of record. "Our assessment is the program of record, 12 SSBNs with 16 missile tubes each, provides the best balance of performance, flexibility, and cost meeting commander's requirements while supporting the nation's strategic deterrence mission goals and objectives." The program, which is slated to replace aging Ohio-class boomers, is alternately known as SSBN(X) and the Ohio-class replacement.

The Fiscal Year 2012 National Defense Authorization Act directed the Navy secretary and U.S. Strategic Command to jointly submit a report to the congressional defense committees comparing four different options for the program. The assessment considered current operational requirements and guidance. The four options analyzed were 12 SSBNs with 16 missile tubes each, 10 SSBNs with 20 missile tubes each, 10 SSBNs with 16 missile tubes each and eight SSBNs with 20 missile tubes each.

"Clearly, a smaller SSBN force would be less expensive than a larger force, but for the reduced force options we assessed, they fail to meet current at-sea and nuclear employment requirements, increase risk in force survivability, and limit flexibility in response to an uncertain strategic future," Hillson said.

"We assessed each option against the ability to meet nuclear employment and planning guidance, ability to satisfy at sea requirements, flexibility to respond to future changes in the postulated threat and strategic environment, and cost," she added. "In general, options with more SSBNs can be adjusted downward in response to a diminished threat; however, options with less SSBNs are more difficult to adjust upward in response to a growing threat."

Hillson noted the Ohio-class subs are an integral part of the U.S. nuclear triad and contribute to deterrence "through an assured second strike capability that is survivable, reliable, and credible." The number of boomers and their combined missile tube capacity are important factors in the Navy's flexibility to "respond to changes in the threat and uncertainty in the strategic environment," she said.

The huge cost of building a new class of nuclear ballistic missile submarines cannot be borne by the Navy's shipbuilding account alone, Pentagon acquisition chief Frank Kendall told lawmakers in March, raising new questions about whether the department will maintain plans to resource the multibillion-dollar program through that account. Earlier that month, Pentagon Comptroller Robert Hale told reporters that taking the program out of the shipbuilding account would not relieve the department of the challenge of balancing investments in the sub effort with other priorities.

In a letter sent to Congress earlier this year along with the Navy's latest 30-year shipbuilding plan, Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter told lawmakers the plan is affordable for the next five years but thereafter "presents a resourcing challenge" largely due to the investment requirements associated with the new subs.

Detail design for the program is slated to begin in FY-17, with the purchase of the first sub due in FY-21 at a projected cost of $11.7 billion, including development expenses. The "high cost" of the SSBN(X) program will have a "disproportionate impact" on Navy shipbuilding programs in FY-23 and beyond, the report warns. The plan assumes the average recurring affordability target for subs two through 12 will be just over $6 billion per boat.

The plan warns that the SSBN(X) program would require a significant increase in the average annual spending on shipbuilding -- from $15.1 billion in the near term to $19.5 billion in the FY-23 to FY-32 period.

And without a major increase to the shipbuilding budget, the whole plan could crumble, according to the report. "If the [Navy] is unable to sustain average annual shipbuilding budgets of $19.5B over the course of the mid-term planning period, plans to recapitalize the Nation's secure second-strike nuclear deterrent and the Navy's conventional battle force will have to be dramatically changed, and the overall size of the battle force will drop below the levels needed to maintain all naval presence and warfighting requirements," the report states.
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U.S. Navy Signs Specification Document for the Ohio Replacement Submarine Program

Sets forth Critical Design Elements

Defpro.com, Sept 10, 2012

WASHINGTON | The U.S. Navy formalized key ship specifications for both the United States' Ohio Replacement and United Kingdom's Successor Programs in a document signed Aug. 31 at the Washington Navy Yard. 

Rear Adm. Thomas J. Eccles, chief engineer and deputy commander Naval Systems Engineering Directorate, Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA) and Capt. William J. Brougham, Ohio Replacement program manager signed the Ohio Replacement First Article Quad Pack Ship Specification document, marking a major construction milestone. 

"This document marks significant forward progress for both the U.S. and UK future strategic submarine deterrent programs," said Brougham. "It is a direct result of the engineering rigor and professionalism of government and industry partners on both shores of the Atlantic." 

Ship specifications are critical for the design and construction of the common missile compartment, which will be used by both nations' replacement fleet ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) programs. Specifically, the First Article Quad Pack Ship Specification establishes a common design and technical requirements for the four missile tubes and associated equipment that comprise each quad pack. 

"The Ohio Replacement Program will serve as the backbone of our nation's nuclear deterrence into the 2080s," said Eccles. "It is vital that we perform the rigorous engineering, research, and design work now so that we can ensure that the platform is able to address and best the threats of future highly complex national security environments."

The Ohio Replacement SSBN Program is tasked with recapitalizing the nation's sea-based strategic deterrent in a cost-effective manner. The Navy plans to replace its current fleet of 14 Ohio-class SSBNs with only 12 Ohio Replacement SSBNs. The first Ohio Replacement is scheduled to begin construction in fiscal year 2021, deliver to the Navy in 2027, and conduct its first strategic deterrence patrol in 2031 after undergoing a rigorous testing and evaluation regime. 
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International Undersea Warfare News

Moscow Eyes Major Missile Upgrade

Wired.com, Sept 6, 2012

Robot subs, sea-based missile interceptors and new intercontinental ballistic missiles. The Kremlin is promising a major upgrade to its arsenal. And if even some of those promises are met, it could cause a serious shift in the global balance of power.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has been one of the strongest boosters of an upgraded military, but it’s not going to be easy to keep up with the U.S., and now China. Beijing announced last month it’s building a string of drone bases along its coastline, and is starting to show off the prelude to a proper navy. There are also lingering questions whether Beijing has tested a powerful new ICBM.

“We should make a breakthrough in the modernization of our defense industry, as it was done in the 1930s,” Putin said last week. The president — who is attempted to lead a flock of endangered Siberian cranes to safety this week by hang-glider — regularly makes statements along these lines. But the boosterism also guarantees if the U.S. has a certain kind of weapon or machine, or wants it, then Moscow assures the world that it’s working on it too.

Case in point is Russia’s new drone submarine. On Friday, we learned Russia is developing an unmanned underwater drone built along the lines of a 1980s-era mini-submarine called the Project 865 Piranha. Only two Piranhas were ever built, but Russia hopes to apply the lessons to a drone sub. “The U.S. Navy is moving along similar lines,” said Anatoly Shlemov, defense contracts chief at the Kremlin-owned United Shipbuilding Corporation. That would be an ostensible reference to the Pentagon’s Actuv unmanned sub hunter, which Darpa hopes will give the Navy the means to quietly follow and track diesel subs for months at a time, and do so relatively cheaply.

More pronounced is Russia’s missile program. This week, Strategic Missile Forces commander Col. Gen. Sergei Karakayev told RIA Novosti a new liquid-fueled ballistic missile will be ready by 2018, replacing Russia’s old solid-fueled R-36M2 Voyevoda missile (or SS-18 Satan, as known by NATO), which dates back to the Cold War. In recent years, Russia has also developed a solid-fueled ICBM called the Topol-M. But a new liquid-fueled missile has one big advantage over both, namely that it may give Moscow — in six years — the means to defeat a NATO missile shield in Europe.

One reason: Liquid-fueled rockets are really heavy, and have the weight and power to lift multiple warheads at once. And when there’s multiple warheads screaming at your defenses — and all it takes is one to slip through for you to lose a city — that’s enough to question the feasibility of an expensive shield in the first place. (Speaking of missile shields, Russia is also looking at building new missile interceptors similar to the U.S.’s ship-based Aegis system.)

Now the likelihood of catching up to par with the U.S. anytime soon is going to be nearly impossible. When Putin talks about modernizing the defense industry, he’s responding to a growing crisis that Russia hasn’t yet been able to manage.

According to an analysis by RusBusinessNews, in five years Russia’s defense industry may risk “shutting down manufacturing of missiles and tanks because of the increasing shortage of human resources.” There’s a severe shortage of engineers, for one, compounded by a shrinking population, and young people choosing to leave industrial work for law careers and service-sector jobs. Industrial wages are low and equipment is growing obsolete, and companies are slow to develop a “corporate culture” with services like daycare and clubs to attract fresh workers.

But if Moscow is desperately trying to stop a downward spiral, Beijing is managing a steady rise, and has the time and resources to experiment with the Chinese army of tomorrow. The navy is a good place to see it. “So long as China’s strategic surroundings remained hospitable and the United States was content guaranteeing safe passage through international waters and skies, the [People's Liberation Army Navy] could pursue leisurely ‘fleet experimentation,” wrote Naval War College professors Toshi Yoshihara and Jim Holmes on Tuesday.

That means starting out by building lots of different types of ships, but not producing any particular class en masse. Then, after studying what works best, the next step is to incorporate those designs into modern warships. The professors point in particular to the Type 052D destroyer, which China looks to now be setting down at the rate of two per year. That also means augmenting those ships with drones, and expanding the presence of Chinese robots to protect the Pacific coast. Late last month, China’s military announced that it is planning to build 11 new drone bases along the coast for snooping over the ocean. China is also planning to launch eight ocean-monitoring satellites into orbit by 2020. Two of those are radar satellites, while two others watch ocean currents and four are “for observing sea color,” according to the Xinhua News Agency.

What’s scarier are China’s missiles. They’d be the main weapon in the event of a war the U.S. Navy. But China’s missile programs — and especially nuclear programs — are super-secretive. In August, China reportedly tested a new submarine-launched ballistic missile. And late last month, China was reported to have tested a new intercontinental ballistic missile in July called the Dongfeng-41, which has a purported capability to deliver multiple nuclear warheads. But there are lingering questions and conflicting reporting over what China tested, exactly.

Gregory Kulacki, a China analyst at the Global Security Program at the Union of Concerned Scientists, doubted the reports that China tested an ICBM. “China’s nuclear posture is shrouded in secrecy and is difficult to discern, even by Chinese academic and military experts,” he wrote. If China really did test an ICBM, it could be a sign Beijing may be looking at building better ways to deliver its nukes. If not, then it’s a sign China may be comfortable with sticking to upgrading its conventional forces, for now.

The reports of an ICBM test, which first appeared in the U.S. press, were later repeated by Chinese state television, but that doesn’t necessarily imply government approval, either. China’s defense ministry did confirm that the military conducted recent missile tests, but did not elaborate on their nature.

Which goes to demonstrate the difference in how Russia and China sees themselves on the international stage. Had Russia tested a new intercontinental ballistic missile, Moscow-based news agencies would be the first ones to tell the world. In China, it’s a lot more secretive. But Russia also has a lot more to prove.
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Security Tightened At Suez Canal As Italian Submarine Passes
Egypt Independent, Sept 10, 2012

Authorities tightened security at the Suez Canal to allow an Italian submarine to pass through to the Red Sea, a maritime source told Al-Masry Al-Youm, adding that the vessel’s final destination had not been identified.

The source said the submarine crossed the canal from the Mediterranean Sea but was not accompanied by any other warships.

Passenger ferries had been stopped as the submarine passed, and the land road parallel to submarine’s navigational path was blocked for cars and trucks.

The Suez Canal is one of Egypt’s most strategic areas, topping its sources of revenue and defining most of the country’s relations with foreign powers.

Iranian warships crossing through the canal last year raised alarms from the US and Israel, which feared that they might be transferring weapons to Islamist militias or the Syrian regime.
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12 New Submarines to be Assembled in South Australia

Defense-update.com, Sept 7, 2012

Australian Minister for Defence Stephen Smith announced today that the Government is committed to acquiring 12 new submarines to be assembled in South Australia. He added that this commitment will be reinforced as part of the 2013 Defence White Paper. Smith said the Future Submarine project will be the largest and most complex Defence project ever undertaken by Australia. The project will involve hundreds of companies and thousands of workers, as well as Federal and State Governments, Defence, Industry and Universities.

Four options are being considered for the Future Submarine fleet, Smith said, these options range from military off-the-shelf to a wholly new design. Defence is undertaking a wide range of studies into these four options before returning to Government for First Pass approval around late 2013/early 2014.

Australia’s Future Submarine Systems Centre will be based in Adelaide. The Systems Centre will be the home of the Future Submarine program. It will be formally established this year and over the next few years will expand to include hundreds of Defence personnel from Navy, the Defence Materiel Organisation (DMO), the Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) and the Australian and international Defence Industry. The center continues the strong relationship that has been formed between South Australia and the Commonwealth in support of Australia’s maritime sector. The first Systems Centre staff are already working in Adelaide, and are temporarily based at ASC. Mr David Gould was appointed as General Manager Submarines at the Department of Defence, Gould’s responsibility will include the oversight of the maintenance of the current Collins Class fleet and the Future Submarine Project.

The Systems Centre is a similar facility to the one that was established for the Air Warfare Destroyer project. It will undertake a variety of tasks including evaluation of options, design work, program management, engineering, logistics and production planning.
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To Smuggle More Drugs, Traffickers Go Under The Sea

By Michael S. Schmidt and Thom Shanker, New York Times, Sept 10, 2012

KEY WEST, Fla. — For more than 24 hours last September, a Coast Guard helicopter and speedboat pursued drug traffickers and their contraband across the Caribbean Sea. Finally they caught up with the improbable vessel, the latest innovation in the decades-old drug war. It was a submarine.

The low-slung, diesel-propelled vessel, painted a dark shade to blend with the water, was believed to be carrying several tons of cocaine. But after the submersible’s crew scuttled the vessel and abandoned ship, the Coast Guard was able to salvage only two 66-pound bales of narcotics.

This is the new challenge faced by the United States and Latin American countries as narcotics organizations bankroll machine shops operating under cover of South America’s triple-canopy jungles to build diesel-powered submarines that would be the envy of all but a few nations.

After years of detecting these craft in the less trafficked Pacific Ocean, officials have seen a spike in their use in the Caribbean over the last year. American authorities have discovered at least three models of a new and sophisticated drug-trafficking submarine capable of traveling completely underwater from South America to the coast of the United States.

The vessel involved in the September chase was an older model that was only semi-submersible. That model presents a silhouette above water barely larger than a kitchen table, but requires a snorkel to bring in air for the diesel engine, which has a range of about 3,000 miles. The three newer, fully submersible vessels already captured were capable of hauling 10 tons of cocaine and, by surfacing at night to charge their batteries off the onboard diesel engine, could sail beneath the surface all the way from Ecuador to Los Angeles.

With the use of these craft on the rise, American officials say they fear that the trafficking networks are moving away from so-called fast boats, the high-powered fishing and leisure boats that can carry about a ton of cocaine and are easier to spot, to semi-submersible and fully submersible vessels that can surreptitiously carry many more tons of drugs, which are unloaded in shallow waters or transported to shore by small boats.

More troubling for American officials is their belief that these vessels could be used by terrorists to transport attackers or weapons, though they emphasize that no use of submersibles by militants has been detected.

Drug networks historically were organized to combine the tasks of production, transportation and distribution, and they have seen little reason to cooperate with terrorists. But these new advanced submarines are built in some cases by independent contractors who may be more willing to sell the vessels to anybody offering the right price.

“These vessels are seaworthy enough that I have no doubt in my mind that if they had enough fuel, they could easily sail into a port in the United States,” said Cmdr. Mark J. Fedor of the Coast Guard, who commands the cutter Mohawk, the 200-foot vessel whose fast boat and helicopter interdicted the submersible in the Caribbean last September.

In addition to the Coast Guard ships and aircraft patrolling the seas, the American effort includes a sophisticated command center that combines intelligence from across the United States government and from nations in the region, which are increasingly cooperating to battle cocaine trafficking.

This growing American counternarcotics effort is part of a larger shift to new missions for the nation’s security and intelligence agencies after a decade spent focused on the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

That mission to sort and analyze intelligence on drug trafficking and then coordinate the response occurs around the clock behind the walls of an interagency task force in Key West, which sent the intelligence report to Commander Fedor’s ship and coordinated its response.

The intelligence report, based on surveillance from a Coast Guard plane over the Caribbean and intelligence tidbits from nations in Latin America, said the submersible had left Colombia headed for Honduras.

Although the craft was 300 miles away, the Mohawk was the closest American vessel to it. So Commander Fedor immediately ordered his 100 crew members to direct the ship off Honduras to intercept the craft.

Cocaine-filled submarines and semi-submersible crafts “are the Super Bowl of counternarcotics,” Commander Fedor said. “When you hear one is moving, you say: ‘Wow. Game on.’ ”

After a day’s travel, the cutter got within a few miles of the craft and deployed the cutter’s fast boat and a helicopter.

Commander Fedor said that as they approached the submersible he was on the radio with the intelligence task force, getting up-to-the-second information on what the submersible was doing. He had similar conversations two weeks later as his ship was chasing another sophisticated submersible and had to fire on it to stop, a mission also set into motion by the intelligence fusion center in Key West.

Inside the command center, officially known as Joint Interagency Task Force-South, the Departments of Homeland Security, Justice, State and Defense are joined by intelligence agencies and liaison officers from more than a dozen nations to analyze threads of information on drug trafficking. The 600-person task force is in charge of cuing ships, aircraft and counternarcotics units on the ground for interdiction missions up and down the hemisphere.

The task force’s commander, Rear Adm. Charles D. Michel of the Coast Guard, said that drug interdictions for 2012 are already up more than 50 percent from a year ago. He attributed that to a counternarcotics coalition assembled at Key West that is trying innovative and aggressive measures to cut off drug traffickers leaving South America.

The current mission, called Operation Martillo, focuses on setting up interdiction “boxes” in two zones off the coast of South America where the drugs start their voyage, and two more just offshore of the favored transshipment points in Honduras and Guatemala, where the drugs are divided up into smaller shipments and harder to track.

Admiral Michel said that while the task force consists mostly of Americans, the end game is “getting to prosecution,” which requires working “by, with and through the local partners” in Central and South America.

In 2011, interdiction missions coordinated by the joint task force captured 129 tons of cocaine en route to the United States — more than five times the cocaine seized over the same period by operations in the United States, where agents and officers stopped about 24 tons of the drug.

Even so, three-quarters of potential drug shipments identified by the task force are not interdicted, simply because there are not enough ships and aircraft available for the missions. “My staff watches multi-ton loads go by,” Admiral Michel said.

Joint Interagency Task Force-South has been one of the United States government’s best-kept secrets, although it does exhibit a flair for dramatic symbolism — if you know what to look for.

Whenever the headquarters contributes intelligence to guide a mission that successfully interdicts a large cache of cocaine, a flag is raised in the yard. On the banner is a large image of a cocaine snowflake with a larger red “X” across the center.
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JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii - (Sept. 6, 2012) - Cmdr. Lee P. Sisco, left, and Cmdr. Robert D. Figgs salute, as Sisco is relieved as commanding officer of the Los Angeles-class submarine USS Louisville (SSN 724) at a change of command ceremony held at the submarine piers on board Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Sept. 6. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Sean Furey / Released).





Adm. John C. Harvey presents Vice Adm. John M. Richardson with the Distinguished Service Medal during a change of command ceremony Sept. 7, 2012. Adm. Harvey was the guest speaker for the ceremony where Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor relieved Vice Adm. John M. Richardson as Commander, Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command at Naval Station Norfolk. Connor’s previous assignment was assistant deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Warfare Systems in Washington, D.C. Richardson will be promoted to admiral and assume command as director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion later this year. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams.








Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor speaks aboard the Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Mexico (SSN 778) during a change of command ceremony, Sept. 7, 2012. Connor relieved Vice John M. Richardson as Commander, Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command at Naval Station Norfolk. Connor’s previous assignment was assistant deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Warfare Systems in Washington, D.C. Richardson will be promoted to admiral and assume command as director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion later this year. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Todd A. Schaffer.








Vice Adm. John M. Richardson speaks aboard the Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Mexico (SSN 778) during a change of command ceremony, Sept. 7, 2012. Richardson was relieved by Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor as Commander, Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command at Naval Station Norfolk. Connor’s previous assignment was assistant deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Warfare Systems in Washington, D.C. Richardson will be promoted to admiral and assume command as director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion later this year. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Todd A. Schaffer.








