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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1943: USS Pompon (SS-267):  Pompon departed Brisbane, Australia on 2nd war patrol to the South China Sea North of Singapore. She was fired on by a friendly libety ship, but no damage was done.

1987: USS Key West (SSN-722):  Commissioned with CDR. Warren Lipscomb, Jr. in command. Key West was home ported at the Norfolk Naval Base, Norfolk, VA. She operated out of Norfolk, VA. until 1995.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 60 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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Jack Gallimore, front left, of Ledyard, a submarine veteran, fires a 10-gauge Winchester saluting cannon as he and fellow members of the United States Submarine Veterans Groton Base hold a remembrance ceremony to mark the 11th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks held at the National Submarine Memorial in Groton Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2012.

International Undersea Warfare News
Frequent docking of US nuclear-armed ships, submarines fueling tensions in the region

Bulatlat.com, Sept. 12

Last Friday, USS Hawaii, a Virginia class submarine, docked at Subic Bay in what the US embassy in Manila described as another “routine port call and goodwill visit”. It followed another American submarine, the USS Frank Cable, a LY Spear class submarine, which docked in Subic since September 3.

MANILA – For behaving like a “US doormat consenting to US military and nuclear presence,” Philippine President Benigno ‘Noynoy’ Aquino III’s overtures to meet with Chinese president Hu Jintao on the sidelines of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) forum in Russia had reportedly been snubbed. Mainstream media said the schedule of the two leaders did not make the meeting possible. But protesters of the increased presence of US troops and materiel in the Philippines pointed to other reasons.

“Aquino failed to talk to the Chinese leader in APEC, even if he had said it was his priority, because Jintao did not face him – he (Aquino) has proven to be a very loyal US ally,” Lengua de Guzman of Bayan said in a protest rally of activist groups near the US embassy in Manila. These groups are questioning the increased docking of US warships in the country, the latest of which are two nuke-powered submarines.

Aquino’s overtures to meet with Chinese president Hu Jintao was meant to project his administration’s attempt at diplomatically settling its territorial row with China. Progressive activists who have also been pushing the Aquino government to settle the dispute through diplomatic means have blamed the tension with China on the Aquino government’s behavior as a “US lapdog.” In the recent ASEAN meeting, for example, the Philippines has reportedly “soured the mood” with its anti-China pronouncements that echoed more the stance of the US government.

For the defense and security planners of the United States, China is “the elephant in the room,” (or in the Asia-Pacific) that they want to neutralize even before it throws its weight around and starts to ram the US sway in the region. The US military is executing an increased pivot of its forces and war machines toward the region, ostensibly to promote “freedom of navigation” but analysts said it is more for maintaining the Pacific Ocean as “an American lake.”

With the US forces pivoting toward the region, tension here intensifies as China chafes at the military encirclement and citizens from Japan to Korea and the Philippines protest against the increased US military presence. It does not help that the US is seen as further fueling the territorial disputes between Asian countries. It had promised to “stand by” the Philippines as a treaty partner, donating to the Philippines some discarded ships and being present in the seas just when Aquino was at his loudest saber-rattling with China. 

In the Philippines, the “institutionalization” of increased US military presence followed the Aquino government’s warmongering against Chinese intrusions in the Spratly Islands and Scarborough shoal. Critics condemned Aquino for misrepresenting his government’s puppetry to US as his way of bolstering the Philippine claim on the disputed islands. 

US warships’ increased “routine port calls” 

After the Aquino government admitted they had “invited” the US earlier this year to use the Philippines as transit points and venues for the US forces’ pivot in the Asia-Pacific, the Aquino government has noticeably toned down its hawkish demeanor with China. After riling China it is saying now that it is pursuing diplomatic means.

But the increased presence of US troops and war machines continued, angering patriotic Filipinos. 

Last Friday, USS Hawaii, a Virginia class submarine, docked at Subic Bay in what the US embassy in Manila described as another “routine port call and goodwill visit”. It followed another American submarine, the USS Frank Cable, a LY Spear class submarine, which docked in Subic since September 3. As such, there are now two American nuke-armed submarines on a supposedly “routine port call,” docked at Subic. 

North of the capital, Subic was once the site of the largest US naval base outside of the US mainland. Against the Philippine Senate decision two decades ago to shut down the US military bases in the Philippines, and against the Philippine Constitutional ban on nuclear weapons, nuke-armed US warships, submarines and planes have been increasingly arriving in the Philippines without even a squeak of protests from the Aquino government, various progressive groups complained. In fact, according to Gabriela Partylist Rep. Luzviminda Ilagan, the US has somewhat renewed its use of the Subic Bay as a warship repair facility without corresponding treaty.

In recent months, two “fast attack” submarines – the nuclear-powered USS North Carolina and the USS Louisville – and the American’s largest hospital ship, the USNS Mercy, had also docked at the former US naval base. At the Manila Bay a couple of weeks ago, the missile destroyer USS Milius also stayed for a few days supposedly just for refueling. In Washington, London and Japan that same week, reports cited the US defense officials as choosing a location in Japan and the Philippines for two separate radars of the United States’ missile plan in Asia.

“Despite strong opposition of Filipinos to US men and materiel, spy planes and naval assets continue to intrude in Philippine territory. Aquino has run out of excuses, it seems, and the Filipino people can see how he is acting like a US lapdog,” said LFS Vice Chairman Joaquin Sienes III.

The multisectoral group Bayan (New Patriotic Alliance) warned that while American and Filipino officials are justifying the increased US military presence in the country and in the region as for ensuring regional stability, the end-result threatens a likely race for military buildup between China and the US which could further destabilize the region.

Instead of peace and stability, Filipinos are being exposed to an unnecessary conflict and insecurity, Bayan said. During the rally near the US embassy in Manila, Rita Baua of Bayan also warned that the increasingly frequent port visits by advanced American warships not only constitutes a violation of Philippine sovereignty and constitution. She said it also puts the country at risk of a nuclear disaster. These war machines, she explained, are likely carriers of nuclear weapons. Any accident or any conflict involving these warships while in Philippine soil or seas could thus annihilate also the population living in the vicinity.
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Nuclear weapons: Brazil and the no nukes option 

Voxxi.com, Sept. 12

Brazil’s acquisition of six nuclear submarines raises the issue of nuclear proliferation in a region of the world that renounced the use of nuclear weapons. But not in the way most casual observers would think. First, to set the record straight, the Brazil nuclear submarine joint venture with France will guard its 3000 miles of Atlantic coast and is a logical extension of its rise as a global power. After all, Brazil’s extensive national wealth lies below the ocean floor.

Second, the nuclear reactors used in the submarines will be built by Brazil and coordinated through a new state-owned company, Blue Amazon Defense Technologies or Amazul. These reactors use low-enriched uranium, the same used in French submarines. The decision to use this type of nuclear fuel enables enrichment and manufacturing in its civilian plants. As such, the submarines are not in violation of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty of which Brazil is a party. Brazil’s 1988 constitution affirms the use of nuclear materials for peaceful purposes, but specifically renounces their use in arms.

Nuclear weapons a means to gain respect

Still, this episode helps illustrate one of the reasons that the Americas are frequently considered the geopolitical equivalent of Rodney Dangerfield comedies, in that “they don’t get no respect.” In today’s world, having weapons of mass destruction is a way to get attention if not respect. Think Pakistan, where the United States continues to pour billions in foreign assistance into a fragile state that seems perpetually on the verge of imploding, yet possesses the capacity to blow up neighboring India, not to mention parts of Central Asia. North Korea and its farcical government might be easily dismissed, if it were not for its nuclear brinkmanship. And then there are Iran’s apocalyptic mullahs.

When policy experts who work in the Americas complain that the region is neglected by major powers, they probably never consider that it might be because, in part, the region swore off nukes with the Treaty of Tlatelolco, signed 45 years ago in Mexico City. The Americas, save for the United States and Canada, is a nuclear free zone. And no nation in Latin America or the Caribbean, not even Venezuela, has shown any overt sign of acquiring nuclear weapons, although transnational crime, international terrorist networks and weak border controls leave a gap for shipping nuclear devices across borders.

There is another side of the coin that also encourages major powers to be dismissive—the need among some of the region’s leaders to get attention by grandstanding. Some taunt the concept of western democracy by suspending civil liberties, expropriating private industry, enriching cronies through corruption, or even backing international pariah states at such forums as the Non-Aligned Movement.

Latin America chooses peaceful resolution over nuclear weapons

Still, the American states are part of the global community, no longer the junior partner in a relationship dominated by the United States. The challenge ahead will be to promote a more responsible approach to regional problems we all face that go beyond our borders—crime, climate change, migration, trafficking, pandemics and more. Eleven countries in the hemisphere have signed on to the 2003 Proliferation Security Initiative that seeks cooperation in interdicting nuclear and other threatening arms concealed on ships and planes. In similar spirit, governments might embrace new multilateral arrangements that offer the region and our own country peaceful means of resolving problems, while also promoting a deeper partnership for the combating future threats.

In the final analysis, we should never forget that a region without nuclear weapons gives us common ground to build more constructive partnerships around other goals—stronger democratic governance, access to justice, and opportunities for workers to become educated to meet future economic needs. The hemisphere’s policymakers should consider how to riff off the success of a 45-year-old idea—a nuclear free zone—to create the Americas as a zone of peace, equality, justice and self-fulfillment for all citizens. That would be the way to get respect from the major powers.
Back to Top

SAS Queen Modjaji’s hull received 1.5 x 1.5 m dent in accident

Defenceweb.co.za, Sept. 11

The minister of defence has revealed that the hull of the South African Navy’s submarine SAS Queen Modjaji received a 1.5 by 1.5 metre dent when it hit the seabed during a training accident on July 17. However, the submarine is back in the water after repairs and is preparing to participate in exercise Atlasur IX later this month.

In response to a parliamentary question posed by Pieter Groenewald, the opposition party Freedom Front Plus chief spokesperson for defence, the Minister of Defence and Military Veterans Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula stated that a board of inquiry has been convened by the South African navy to determine the cause of the incident. “The outcome of the report of [the Board of Inquiry] BOI will provide the recommendation about the responsibility and accountability of the members of the crew involved,” the minister stated.

The reply to Groenewald’s question stated that SAS Queen Modjadji 1 made unplanned contact with the sea-bottom (mud and sand) on July 17 during routine “diving safety drill” and “hydraulic oil pressure failure” exercises. 

A technical investigation has shown that SAS Queen Modjadji 1 suffered an indentation approximately 1.5 m by 1.5 m to the outer protective plating (7.8 mm) of the bow, protecting the main ballast tank no: 5.

Groenewald said he wanted to see disciplinary action over the incident. “The reply of the Minister confirms my allegations that there had been negligence and poor training,” Groenewald said. “The exercise was carried out precisely to imitate such a situation where the hydraulic pressure in the submarine should be stopped. Such exercises have strict security measures that have to be followed and it is clear that these measures were not implemented. The outcome of the Board of Inquiry is being awaited and disciplinary steps should be taken.”

The South African Navy said the diesel-electric attack submarine did not suffer any damage to its pressure hull in the incident. A hull survey was conducted by a team of navy divers once the submarine had returned to Durban, which determined that no mechanical failure lead to the collision.

The navy said the incident can be compared to a “fender bender” with damage to the exterior hull only. “The boat is technically sound and is able to continue with operational obligations,” the navy said. After sailing to Simon’s Town under her own power, the boat was taken out of the water for inspection and repair, which involved the replacement of a small section of the submarine’s outer shield.

Queen Modjadji 1 is now back in the water and is preparing to participate in the international naval exercises Atlasur IX and Ibsamar (India-Brazil-South Africa Maritime exercise). The boat is fully operational, The New Age newspaper has reported.

Ibsamar is a biennial exercise involving IBSA partners South Afrcia, India and Brazil. Atlasur is also is a two-yearly, joint and combined maritime exercise between the navies of South Africa, Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay. The first such exercise was held in Argentinean waters in 1993 and laid the foundation for a combined maritime doctrine between the nations. Atlasur will be conducted in False Bay, Hermanus, Simon’s Town and Hout Bay over the period September 24 to October 10, 2012.

Naval sources and South African defence analyst Helmoed-Römer Heitman have observed that accidents and incidents involving submarines are not uncommon. The Canadian submarine HMCS Corner Brook was extensively damaged last year June off Vancouver in a similar grounding. Other recent accidents involving submarines include a fire aboard a Russian nuclear submarine in port at Murmansk in December and the HMS Astute, lead-ship of a new class of British nuclear attack submarines running aground off the Isle of Skye in October. She was undergoing sea trials at the time.
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Egypt subs deal boosts German arms sales

Germany's reported plan to sell Egypt submarines, underlines Berlin's drive to ease restrictions on arms exports to the Middle East, Africa and India.

Upi.com, Sept. 11

CAIRO, Sept. 11 (UPI) -- Germany's reported plan to sell Egypt two advanced submarines, apparently to the dismay of Israel, underlines Berlin's controversial drive to ease tight restrictions on arms exports and boost military sales in the Middle East, Africa and India.

On Aug. 31, Egypt's leading newspaper, al-Ahram, quoted navy commander Rear Adm. Osama Ahmed el-Gindi as saying the German government had agreed to sell two Type 209 diesel-electric attack submarines produced by Howaldtswerke-Deutsche Werft AG of Kiel, the main supplier of submarines to the German navy.

Berlin has remained tight-lipped about Gindi's disclosure, which triggered angry protests in Israel, particularly amid the rise of an Islamist government in Cairo following the February 2011 fall of President Hosni Mubarak in a pro-democracy uprising.

Egypt's new president, Mohammed Morsi, a former leader of the once-outlawed Muslim Brotherhood, has indicated his objections to Israel's 1979 peace treaty with Israel and reportedly seeks to negotiate major revisions amid growing tensions in the Sinai Peninsula.

The mass-circulation Israeli daily Yediot Ahronot quoted unidentified government sources as warning the reported submarine sale to Egypt has caused "a dramatic deterioration in the relationship" between Israel and Germany.

Berlin denied there was any rupture.

Government spokesman Steffen Seibert, speaking at a briefing in Berlin, indirectly confirmed the Egyptian report.

"It has not changed the German attitude toward Israel or the obligation the German government has to ensure Israel's security," he said.

That commitment has been a cornerstone of Germany's foreign policy because of the Nazi Holocaust in World War II.

Seibert refused to be drawn out on details of the reported sale to Egypt, citing secrecy provisions of Germany's Federal Security Council, which must approve all arms exports.

The Israelis claim the Egyptian purchase would undermine the Jewish state's military supremacy in the region but observers see that assertion as exaggerated.

Israel, without doubt the major military power in the Middle East, has bought six Dolphin-class submarines -- based on the Type 209 design -- from Germany since the late 1990s. Three are in service, with the other three, more advanced boats scheduled for delivery by 2017.

Government sources told the Financial Times Deutschland the Israeli Dolphins are far more advanced than those to be sold to Egypt and delivered by 2016.

Germany paid the lion's share of the overall cost of the Dolphin sales to Israel, including more than one-third of the $1.8 billion price tag for the batch now being built, as well as giving Israel until 2015 to pay its share.

When all six boats are operational, Israel will have the most powerful submarine arm in the Middle East.

The Dolphins have reputedly added a third dimension to the Jewish state's nuclear attack capability, currently based on the country's air and land missile forces.

Egypt's small navy has four aging Chinese-built Romeo-class Project 633 submarines acquired in the 1970s. These were to have been replaced years ago but financial constraints delayed the move.

If the sale to Egypt goes ahead, it will provide a big boost for Berlin's expanding arms export program and its broadening foreign policy, underlining how defense exports have assumed a new importance for the industrial powers amid shrinking defense budgets.

Germany's coalition government under Chancellor Angela Merkel has been quietly easing restrictions for some time but has come under growing domestic criticism, with opposition Green Party leader Claudia Roth denouncing the "deals with death."

But Germany's keen to hustle more arms sales in the Middle East that have long been dominated by the United States, Britain and France, with Russia pushing hard to build up its post-Soviet business.

Berlin is negotiating with Saudi Arabia for the sale of some 600 Leopard 2A7+ main battle tanks potentially worth $12.6 billion.

It's possible Merkel's seeking to emulate the United States, which sells weapons to both Israel and its Arab adversaries without qualms.

The German newsmagazine Der Spiegel recently observed that Merkel is "drawing lessons from Afghanistan and Libya ... Instead of intervening in conflicts, she wants to help arm certain countries to provide stability in crisis regions. But if history is any guide, the plan could backfire."

Qatar's eyeing the acquisition of 200 Leopards worth $2.5 billion. A team from Munich's Krauss-Maffei Wegmann recently flew to the emirate to discuss a possible deal.
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