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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1942: USS Haddock (SS-231) sank an unidentified transport of about 4,000 tons.
1945: While patrolling off Ando Saki, USS Torsk (SS-423) sighted a small freighter which she sank. She made an unsuccessful attack on a cargo ship then dodged through a 75 boat fishing fleet and outdistanced the Maru's escort.

2004:  USS Tang (SS-563) was decommissioned by the Turkish Navy and is now an exhibit at the Inciralti Sea Museum in Izmir Turkey.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

Naval Submarine School Officer recognized for achievement

The Dolphin, Aug. 9

GROTON, Conn. - Navy Lieutenant Commander Angel Rodriguez of Brooklyn, N.Y., is the recipient of the Naval Submarine League’s 2012 Rear Admiral Frederick B. Warder Award for Outstanding Achievement. 

The Naval Submarine League is a professional organization for submariners and submarine advocates working to enhance public awareness of submarine capabilities and their value to the nation’s defense.

Established in 1986, The Rear Admiral Frederick B. Warder Award for Outstanding Achievement recognizes a specific action, contribution or continuing performance, which most positively influences the reputation, readiness or future well-being of the submarine force.

Rodriguez, director of Naval Submarine School’s Submarine Officer Advanced Course, is responsible for the annual instruction of 150 officer students in diverse topics and disciplines including submerged navigation, tactical employment, and sonar and fire control systems employment and deployment to better prepare them for their next submarine assignment as a department head.

He was notified by naval message on July 27 of his selection but had been receiving best wishes and congratulations from long-time shipmates, colleagues and friends before the official notification.

"The staff was very congratulatory," he offered with a slight smile."Several mentors and friends emailed me and offered congratulations. From my perspective, it was all unexpected. I am humbled and honored that my command would nominate me and can’t really fully describe the feeling of being selected. In a way it hasn’t yet sunk in, I guess."

Captain David Roberts, commanding officer of Naval Submarine School, was pleased with Rodriquez’s selection. "In addition to his duties as SOAC Director," said Roberts, "Angel is heavily involved as a Submarine Diversity Volunteer, attending and making presentations at various engineering conferences and bilingual career fairs to promote engineering as a career choice in support of Navy recruiting goals and mission for the 21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative."

Rodriquez, invited to be Keynote Speaker at April’s SHPE (Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers) Regional Development Leadership Conference for Region V in McAllen, Texas, at the University of Texas Pan-American, is a long-time supporter of recognition programs like those offered by the Naval Submarine League.

"With the amount of hours expended by civilians and military personnel to maintain the rate and pace of our maritime mission and for all the maintenance and training that’s an integral part of that mission, it’s important, when we can, to recognize our people’s performance," he offered. "I believe recognition is important to enhancing overall command morale."

An alumnus of New York’s St John University, Rodriquez’s career has included assignments from the submarine operations officer in a destroyer squadron to billets aboard both USS Albuquerque and USS Philadelphia. He likes the variety and the challenge and, as a Warder Award recipient, realizes he must now add ‘role model’ to his resume.

"As opportunities present themselves, I want to continue to promote diversity. Being a role model for, and seeking out, the next generation is important because we must to continue to foster growth in our military, not by size, but through the quality of officers and Sailors who will lead our Navy as, together, we write the next chapter."

Other Naval Submarine League Awards include the Vice Admiral Charles A. Lockwood Award for Professional Excellence; Rear Admiral Jack N. Darby Award for Inspirational Leadership and Excellence of Command; and the Vice Admiral J. Guy Reynolds Award for Excellence in Submarine Acquisition.

All those selected for the 2012 Naval Submarine League Award will be recognized at the 30th Annual Naval Submarine League Symposium October 18 in McLean, Virginia.
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Springfield Armory forges ties with submarine USS Springfield

Masslive.com, Aug. 11

Springfield, Massachusetts has a namesake. 

It is the submarine USS Springfield (SSN-761). This submarine was launched in 1992 and has been on active service ever since. Home ported at the Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, Connecticut it recently returned from a six month deployment providing front line protection for the United States. 

The Springfield Armory National Historic Site was recently contacted by the Commanding Officer of the USS Springfield, Commander Christian Williams. He requested that we work together to cement a sister relationship between Springfield and the USS Springfield. We were invited to visit and tour the submarine. In the process we were educated on submarines and the work they do to support our Armed Forces.We knew we were at the right place when we entered the mess hall. Filled with hungry crew members the place was a bee hive of activity. Hanging from the ceiling was a model 1863 rifle-musket manufactured at Springfield Armory. In fact, the crew has a nickname for the mess hall. They simply call it the “Springfield Armory.” 

This is a natural connection. Linking current national defense with the Springfield Armory binds those currently serving with those who protected the early republic. The site of the Springfield Armory was selected by Secretary of War Henry Knox and President George Washington, and the Armory then made rifles and other small arms for our nation from the War of 1812 through the Vietnam War. Those aboard the USS Springfield are part of a long line of dedicated people who have served the United States. 

A submarine is a fascinating place to visit. The crew was preparing for another deployment so there were men moving and working all over the ship. It is a bit disconcerting to be in the confined spaces of a submarine. We visited rooms where 21 men sleep in three high bunk beds. Each was given enough space to store what appeared equivalent to a medium sized suit case. Another room housed three officers. It included three bunk beds, a pull down desk that served as a common office, and cabinets for storage of professional papers and supplies. All of this fits into a room the size of a small woodshed. Most impressive was the torpedo room, where within minutes a torpedo or missile could be loaded and fired. It is amazing. 

All throughout the ship we talked with those serving on the ship. All are highly skilled and able to keep the complex machinery of a modern submarine at sea for months at a time. They are an impressive collection of professionals. 

I suggest that you pay the Naval Base a visit. Naturally, the active submarines are behind several layers of security so you cannot visit the USS Springfield. However, you can visit the Submarine Force Museum. An interesting series of displays will help you understand the history of submarines and the part they have played in the United States military. 

There are several historic submarines on display including a Japanese mini sub from World War II. Most impressive is the USS Nautilus. This was the world’s first nuclear powered submarine, and the first ship to go to the North Pole. You can walk the submarine and see what life was like on this historic vessel. 

For those from Springfield take pride in knowing that your namesake, the USS Springfield, is wondering the globe. As you eat dinner one night think about the crew. 

They will be eating dinner with a Springfield rifle above their head, their reminder of home. 
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CO of attack submarine Pittsburgh fired

Navy Times, Aug. 12

The commanding officer of a Groton, Conn.-based attack submarine was fired Friday for “allegations of personal misconduct,” Submarine Group 2 said in a Sunday news release.

Cmdr. Michael Ward, CO of Los Angeles-class submarine Pittsburgh, was fired by Capt. Vernon Parks, commander of Submarine Development Squadron 12, SUBGRU 2 spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg said.

Cragg, citing an ongoing investigation, declined to comment on the nature of the alleged misconduct or whether it had taken place on Pittsburgh.

It was a short end to Ward’s stint in command. He had only taken charge of the crew a week before. He was temporarily relieved by Cmdr. Michael Savageaux, the officer Ward relieved on Aug. 3.

Ward is the Navy’s 13th commanding officer fired this year and the fifth the Navy said was fired for misbehavior. The Navy said that Ward had fallen short of the mark and that the penalty was swift.

“Our Navy has a very clear and unambiguous standard regarding the character of our commanding officers, spelled out in the Charge of Command,” Parks said, referring to a memo issued last year reiterating the responsibilities of command. “I reviewed this charge with Cmdr. Ward before he assumed command. He understood the Navy’s high standards for command leadership and he failed to uphold them.”
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Officials: Submarine base safe in 2013, but BRAC looms on not-so-distant horizon

The Day, Aug. 8

Military Affairs chief says look to 2015 for next round of closures

The head of the state's Office of Military Affairs said Tuesday that he believes the Defense Department's request for a round of base closures in 2013 was really just a way to start the conversation.

Bob Ross was at Monday's speech by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta to the Association of Defense Communities in Monterey, Calif., when he announced that he was abandoning the proposal for a Base Realignment and Closure process next year.

"Everyone out here agrees we should expect the next BRAC to happen in 2015," Ross said in a telephone interview Tuesday. "The request will probably go to Congress in January of 2013. In my view, the heavy lifting really starts early next year when that happens."

Panetta had said he wanted rounds of base closures in 2013 and again in 2015. The Naval Submarine Base in Groton nearly closed during the 2005 process.

But Panetta never allocated funding to implement a BRAC in the 2013 budget proposal, and Ross said he viewed this as "clear evidence" that Panetta didn't expect Congress to authorize it.

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal said he believed there wasn't the political will for BRAC, but said he was still relieved when he heard about Panetta's comments.

"Given some of what I've seen in my first 18 months in Washington, I always breathe a sigh of relief when reason prevails and that's no joke," Blumenthal, D-Conn., said Tuesday.

BRAC is a "misguided mirage, offering false hopes of savings," Blumenthal added, but supporters of the base should not "run a victory lap" at this point.

"We still have an election with the possibility of a change in administration, which means all bets are off," he said.

Panetta said Monday in his speech, "now is not the time for a BRAC round, particularly when our economy is struggling to recover, but the reality is that the Department is going to need to take a hard look at what we do in terms of support infrastructure as we seek to reduce overhead costs.

"It is an important debate that we have to have, and frankly, it's not going away," he said, according to the transcript.

The state's strategy moving forward, Ross said, should be to continue to partner with the Navy to invest in the base to enhance its significance. U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, also said now is the time to "redouble our efforts" to strengthen the base's military value, "which is the best guarantee to an enduring future."

The federal and state governments together have spent more than $150 million on projects at the base since 2005, of which the state's share has been about $11 million so far, Ross said. The state legislature authorized $40 million in 2007 to fix one of the Pentagon's main problems with the installation, its aging infrastructure.

Groton Town Manager Mark Oefinger said it would be wrong to think the base is now "BRAC-proofed, or there won't be another BRAC or something like it."

"We can't rest on our laurels," he said, noting that the town is "working on a couple of things outside the main gate that will be beneficial."

The state is helping the towns of Groton and Ledyard buy land around the Naval Submarine Base to prevent development from encroaching on base operations. Oefinger hopes the town also may be able to proceed with long-awaited improvements to the intersection of Crystal Lake Road and Military Highway, which would improve traffic flow.

Oefinger said while he, too, thought Panetta was "testing the water," "it certainly is helpful and reassuring to hear that, in fact, even the secretary has given up for 2013."
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Prepping for CVN-79 contract negotiation 

HII CEO: Shipbuilding Progress Could Help Company Handle Sequestration

The Frederick News-Post, Aug. 8

Huntington Ingalls Industries' chief executive officer said last week the company hopes lawmakers can avoid impending defense cuts in 2013. That said, he added that the company is also well-positioned to weather those cuts despite its wide swath of naval shipbuilding programs given HII's progress during the second quarter.

HII President and CEO Mike Petters told investors Aug. 8 during a quarterly earnings call that the company had a strong quarter, which included the announcement of a $2.38 billion contract for detail design and construction of the Tripoli (LHA-7), the Navy's second enhanced-aviation amphibious assault ship. And the company kicked off this quarter with the July announcement of a $1.5 billion contract for detail design and construction of the last amphibious transport dock in the Navy's current shipbuilding plan, LPD-27, the last contract on its to-do list before the budget cuts hit.

Though anything could happen with sequestration -- the automatic budget cuts that will go into effect on Jan. 2, 2013, unless lawmakers can agree on an alternate deficit-reducing plan -- Petters said that he expects that "obligated prior year funds, the ships that are on contract today, are going to stay on contract."

"I just don't think -- and maybe I'm the naive one in the room -- I just don't think that there's any practical way for there to be any savings generated by trying to go in and reduce scope or cancel or terminate any of the programs for contracts that have already been signed," he added.

He said the company had focused a lot of effort on getting five key contracts signed before sequestration could take place -- for LPD-26 and -27, DDG-113 and -114 and LHA-7 -- in the hopes that the Navy would keep those contracts intact despite any cuts that may come about. Last month's contract for LPD-27 completed the company's checklist.

Petters said HII is involved in the four most important shipbuilding programs -- aircraft carriers, attack submarines, destroyers and amphibs -- "so I don't really see today anybody really stepping out and saying we're going to terminate one of these whole classes of ships, or stop or curtail production of anything, because these production lines are pretty warm right now and they're working pretty well."

He said the timing of ship production could be altered if sequestration hits, but he said he doesn't feel that the shipbuilding programs that HII is involved in are at any higher risk for cuts than in any other year.

What does concern him, he said, is the effect on the supply chain, which represents more than 5,000 companies in all 50 states. While HII's current contracts will carry them through the next three to five years of work, he said the supply chain has shorter contracts and work orders and is at much bigger risk.

"The supply chain has been dwindling and weakening I'd say over the past several years to the point where the vast majority of our supply chain is either sole-source or single-source suppliers," he told investors. "Their ability to plan, their ability to forecast, is even less. They have less visibility than we do, and so we expect the supply chain to be challenged over this next time frame."

Aircraft carriers

The first-in-class aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford (CVN-78) is 43 percent complete, with 80 percent of its structural work finished, Petters said. The ship is on pace to launch next year and deliver in 2015. HII's Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia is ramping up construction preparation efforts for the next carrier, John F. Kennedy (CVN-79), in anticipation of a construction contract next year.

When asked about negotiations over the John F. Kennedy contract, Petters said the big challenge would be that the shipyard will be working on a cost-based contract for Gerald R. Ford while negotiating a price-based contract for John F. Kennedy. Without having final cost returns for the first carrier, Petters said it would be a bit more challenging to determine what the company can agree to during contract negotiations, but he added that those negotiations were still about a year away.

Petters was also asked about the delivery date for John F. Kennedy, which the Navy says is 2022 but Newport News still lists as 2020. He responded that the Navy has "a little bit of flexibility about that," since that ship will bring the carrier fleet up to 12 when the Navy only wants 11. Right now, the Navy is about to drop to 10 and will want to bring Gerald R. Ford into the fleet as soon as it can to return to 11. But the three-year overlap between John F. Kennedy entering the fleet and Nimitz (CVN-68) being decommissioned gives the Navy some options.

"I think there's some trying to figure out right now how we're going to maintain when they get back to 11 after Ford delivers, how are we going to operate and keep the force structure at 11, and how does 79 fit into that discussion," Petters said.

He said the Navy adding in a two-year cushion may also be a reflection on the lead ship running behind schedule, but noted the Gerald R. Ford was having routine first-in-class issues with some of its suppliers, and valve suppliers in particular.

"My own view of it is, the shipbuilder always has to make the tradeoff between, are we ready to go to the dock with the unit that's missing valves, or do we wait for the valves?" Petters told the investors. "Typically, we get to the point where we need to put the unit in the dock even if we don't have the valves," which slows the process down when they have to go back in to an already-installed section and add the valves back in.

On the refueling and defueling side of business, Newport News is still working on Theodore Roosevelt's (CVN-71) refueling and complex overhaul and expects to wrap up that work in mid-2013. Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived in Norfolk, VA, recently and should begin its RCOH next year when the drydock opens up. And Enterprise (CVN-65) is on its final deployment and next year will enter the yard for inactivation and defueling of its eight nuclear reactors.

Amphibious ships

HII is working on wrapping up construction on the second half of the San Antonio-class LPD-17 amphibious assault ships as it begins work on the America-class LHAs, keeping the Gulf Coast yards busy and keeping large sums of money rolling in.

Anchorage (LPD-23) will now deliver in September, about a month late, due to what Petters called "the installation of non-compliant bolts associated with certain propulsion system components." He said fixing the problem will cost less than $1 million and that, "although I'm disappointed with the delay, I am proud that one of our own people identified the issue and that we are correcting it ourselves."

Arlington (LPD-24) is nearing completion and is scheduled for builders trials next week, followed by acceptance trials and then delivery by the end of this year. Somerset (LPD-25), the last Navy ship that will come out of the Avondale yard in Louisiana, was christened last month and will deliver next year. John P. Murtha (LPD-26) is in the early stages of construction, and the contract for the unnamed LPD-27 was awarded last month.

For the big-deck amphibs, America (LHA-6) launched in June, will be christened in October and should be delivered in the second half of next year, Petters said.

"Performance on this program has been trending well, reflecting the outstanding efforts by the program team to improve efficiency and maintain high quality while controlling costs," he told investors. "And although significant risk remains as we move through the outfitting and testing phase, overall we are pleased with the progress on this ship."

Tripoli "will be identical in all major respects to LHA-6," he added, which reduces some risk.

Destroyers

Ingalls Shipbuilding's yard in Pascagoula, MS, is in the early stages of construction for DDG-113 and -114, and Petters called the program a "good example of serial production." The company should receive a contract for four or five additional Arleigh Burke-class destroyers as part of a nine- or 10-ship block buy next year, and Petters said those ships would show the benefits of higher quality and lower cost.

On the Zumwalt-class destroyer program, the four aft peripheral vertical-launch system modules and the composite hangar have been delivered for DDG-1000, and the composite deckhouse will be delivered later this year, Petters said. The company is working on those same pieces for DDG-1001, and it is working with the Navy to get those pieces under contract for DDG-1002.

Submarines

The Virginia-class attack submarine program is performing well, Petters told investors. He said that the Navy is moving towards a two-sub-per-year rate, further boosting efficiency in an already well-established ship program.

Minnesota (SSN-783), the last of Block II ships, should launch later this year and be delivered mid-2013, Petters said. Block III is already fully funded, and the Block IV contract -- also for either nine or 10 subs -- should be signed next year, he added.
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International Undersea Warfare News
Not one of the R8 billion arms deal submarines is operational

Times Live (Africa), Aug. 12

South Africa's fleet of attack submarines, which cost an estimated R8-billion in the infamous arms deal, are all in dry dock after the only operational vessel crashed into the seabed.  The SAS Queen Modjadji, named after South Africa's rain queen who lived in Limpopo, struck the ocean floor while conducting training exercises between Port Elizabeth and Durban last week.

The Sunday Times photographed the German-built submarine undergoing repairs in Simon's Town this week.

And yesterday the SA Navy acknowledged she had been damaged during a "training exercise".

This means that all three submarines - meant to police the oceans - are presently undergoing repairs and maintenance.

The SAS Manthatisi, the first of the country's submarines acquired in the multibillion-rand arms deal, has been in the dry dock since 2007 after a series of mishaps, including crashing into a quay and damaging her steering mechanism.

Then a power cable was incorrectly plugged into her shore power-supply system, causing damage. The vessel's propulsion batteries, which cost R35-million, are being replaced.

The SAS Charlotte Maxeke is also busy with "routine maintenance", according to navy chief director maritime strategy Rear Admiral Bernhard Teuteberg.

Now a full navy board of inquiry has been appointed to investigate what happened to the Queen Modjadji.

The submarine was the only one of the country's three hi-tech submarines operational at sea when she was damaged.

Teuteberg said: "We did a proper technical investigation and now we have convened a board of inquiry to look at all the procedures to see whether there is something we can learn from this.

"As soon as that is completed, we will adapt our procedures of conducting this specific set of safety drills."

He downplayed the latest incident, and insisted the submarine could be back in the water "within days".

However, he said repair work to the vessel's nose would be completed later in the month.

The accident is the latest in a string of submarine incidents over the past two years and comes three months after the Queen Modjadji welcomed a new commander, Commander Handsome Thamsanqa Matsane.

The fleet of submarines cost over R6-billion - rising to R8-billion in interest costs - and cost tens of millions every year to maintain and operate.

This week, the Sunday Times established that:

The accident took place during a safety drill involving the Queen Modjadji's hydraulic system;

The vessel's outer hull, about 7.8mm thick, suffered a serious dent on impact with the seabed;

She surfaced after impact and continued sailing to Durban, where she was checked by a team of divers; and

Afterwards, the submarine returned to Cape Town and was taken out of the water and inspected by senior officials.

Teuteberg said he flew to Simon's Town naval base to inspect the damaged submarine.

"I personally went down from Pretoria to Simon's Town to go and have a look at the submarine and speak to the crew.

"When I initially heard about [the accident], I thought, 'Hell, this must have been a bump' ... I spoke to the captain and the officers. Some of them said they didn't even notice the bump."

The vessel's black boxes - which keep a record of her movements and functioning of her equipment - would help determine the cause of the incident, he said.

However, defence experts yesterday said the accident raised serious concerns.

Parliament defence portfolio committee member David Maynier said: "A full board of inquiry will have to be convened to determine what went wrong and recommend ways to prevent a similar incident in the future. There can be absolutely no compromise when it comes to submarine safety."

South Africa purchased four frigates, three submarines, helicopters, jet training aircraft and Gripen fighter jets in a Strategic Defence Procurement Process that, in 1999, came with an estimated price tag of R30-billion. That figure has since ballooned to an estimated R70-billion, taking financing costs into account.

President Jacob Zuma established a commission of inquiry into the arms deal in September last year to probe allegations of fraud, corruption and impropriety.

Arms deal activist Terry Crawford-Browne said the incident was further proof of the folly of the arms deal. "South Africa has not yet paid for these submarines. They are being financed by Commerzbank until 2016, these loans being underwritten by Hermes and German taxpayers," he said.

Former ANC MP and author Andrew Feinstein, who has written extensively about the international arms trade, said the latest submarine incident raised familiar questions about the logic behind South Africa's arm deal.

"This is another example of what happens in arms deals all the time, but it seems to be happening more than most in our deals. We were sold equipment that seems to be of dubious quality, we were sold it at inflated prices because of the bribes that were paid, and the performance of this equipment across the board has been, to put it politely, very poor," said Feinstein.

He said submarine manufacturer Ferrostaal was under fire for corrupt dealings with Greece and Portugal, whose own arms deals contributed to the current European fiscal crisis: "This [South Africa's submarine deal] is a déjà-vu situation with Portugal and Greece.

"South Africans need to ask ourselves, especially with the arms deal commission of inquiry: was this an appropriate use of our money, given this latest disaster with the submarines?

"Do South Africans who don't have enough to eat today, nor adequate shelter, healthcare or education, believe that this was an appropriate way to spend R70-billion?"

Hawks boss Anwar Dramat last year rejected calls to probe Ferrostaal, a member of the German submarine consortium that supplied the three submarines to South Africa. The company was implicated in making questionable payments to South African "consultants" involved in the arms deal.

Teuteberg said in 2007 that it would cost the navy over R34-million a year to operate its fleet of submarines - R7.8-million each.
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Indo-US Navy Buildup in Indian Ocean

Lankaweb (Sri Lanka), Aug. 11

India is pursuing “Maritime Capability Perspective Plan” (MCPP).  The current phase of modernization is part of this plan and by the end of this decade India has will be able to raise the number of warships and submarines to 40 including conventional and nuclear powered submarines, aircraft carriers, frigates, and long range maritime reconnaissance aircraft. These hi-tech and modern warships and submarines will be manned by 12 percent additional strength to the present strength of 58,000 personnel.

Indian Navy has set target to go hi-tech so that it is capable of operating in network centric environment. Where the Naval experts have given go ahead signal to increase its strength, many critics are seeing future Indian Navy as burden on national exchequer due to out of proportion increase in the strength of personnel. The Indian Navy does not require such a massive growth and modernization.

The change has occurred due to the announcement from Pentagon that the US Navy would work with the Indian Navy to improve capabilities to perform higher-end, operational missions in the Indian Ocean region as the strategic context dictates. In other words, it is Washington and Tel Aviv which is financing Indian Navy built modernization. However, with the latest move alarms bells have started ringing that now onwards it would not be sweet will of India’s top military and Navy commanders to persuade US Navy to pack up from its Indian installations or the Indian waters.

Today Indian Navy is passing from formidable phase. Indian Navy is witnessing its last days of team spirit and command and control as professional Navy personnel with tremendous fighting spirit would be replaced by more educated lot. There are plans that the entire manpower including officers and sailors will have science and engineering background. Presently, Navy recruits only those young men as Sailors who have Science as the main subject but from next year only B.Tech graduates would be inducted thereby enabling the Navy to have technically qualified personnel for the next generation of warships.

During last month’s Navy Commanders Conference at New Delhi, commanders of US and Israeli Naval experts were specially invited to support Indian Navy’s new role and mission set in the light of globalization. This planning and development has been chalked out by the US think tanks and US Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) which has also a parallel organization in India but Indian Navy Commanders are claiming the sole credit of the plan.  In fact, Washington has been able to convince India’s deployment of naval warships to support counter-piracy operations through the SHADE (Shared Awareness and De-confliction) mechanism. In the name of cooperation in counter-piracy operations, Washington would be able to maintain its permanent presence in the Indian Ocean region.

Today, India with the help of US and Israel has increased its presence-cum-surveillance missions in the Indian Ocean region. US has overt and covert designs to come up as sole security provider in the maritime domain in its area of operations in the region. India will help US in tactical and strategic deployment. In the same regard, New Delhi has inked a number of agreements with western partners including US and Israel to provide safety and free movement in lieu of re-shaping and modernizing Indian Navy to come up as a regional superpower.

India with the help of international players is all set to take the control of Strait of Malacca and the Six Degree Channel. To keep an eye on the maritime traffic, few days back, India opened a new Naval Base “INS Baaz” at the controversial Andaman and Nicobar Islands’ southernmost end of Campbell Bay. INS Baaz is situated at a distance of about 300 nautical miles from Port Blair. The long awaited project has finally come to some shape. Quite recently, in a Navy Commander’s conference, Indian Navy Chief Admiral Nirmal Verma admitted presence of foreign forces in INS Baaz and in the operational area of tri-service Andaman and Nicobar Command.

In this regard, Commander Andaman and Nicobar Command Lieutenant General Naresh C. Marwah and Chief of Integrated Defense Staff Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha held high level talks with operational commanders of US and Israel. It is pertinent to mention here that INS Bazz is also equipped with most modern and sophisticated monitoring and surveillance equipment.

There is no doubt that steps taken by Indian Navy Chief, Admiral Nirmal Verma are in tune with set primary challenges that was  balance its resources and build human capital. However, it has gone out of proportion as with this huge induction of technically educated personnel there would be no one left to perform general duties and tasks in old warships. More so, it is an attempt to destroy Indian Navy and replace it with set of personnel who can only play video games and deliver impressive presentations.

The poor state of Indian Navy’s operational and technical infrastructure including Forward Operating Bases in island territories, Operational Turn Around Bases and Naval Air Enclaves (NAE) is being rectified and developments of infrastructure in far flung island territories is accorded top priority. However, due to massive corruption in defence procurements and foreign influence, there are very serious concerns. Keeping aside the issue of corruption, one wonders why the foreign presence is needed.

India has already sacrificed its integrity and sovereignty by Inking 123 Treaty and is now heading toward foreigner takeover on the lines of East India Company. Pakistan and India along with other neighbouring countries need to form their own joint defence mechanism in order to avoid situations like last year incident in which a misunderstanding took place between Pakistan Naval Ship Babur and Indian Naval Ship Godavari in the Gulf of Aden. New Delhi still has time to get rid of foreign influence in Indian Ocean region in order to foster greater cooperation for the joint defence of Indian Ocean by involving only neighbouring countries.
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