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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1945 - The last torpedo sinking of WWII by a US submarine is fired by USS Torsk (SS 423). Coast Defense Vessel #47 is the last ship sunk by US Submarines in the war.

1945 - Japan agrees to surrender; last Japanese ships sunk during World War II (15 August in DC)

1964 - USS Casimir Pulaski (SSBN 633) is commissioned 

1969 - USS Spadefish (SSN 668) is commissioned 

1970 - USS Trepang (SSN 674) is commissioned


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
U.S. Undersea Warfare News

67 Graduate From Basic Submarine School
The Day, Aug 13, 2012

Sub Base Dodges A Missile - For Now
New London Day, Aug 13, 2012

Two Skydivers Land On Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base, Taken Into Custody
It was the first jump since The Jumping Place resumed business since airport permit standoff

By Terry Dickson, Jacksonville.com, Aug 14, 2012

International Undersea Warfare News
Navy Submarine Has ‘Fender Bender’ With The Ocean Floor
By Kim Helfrich, thenewage.co.za, Aug 14, 2012
Nuclear Submarine To Serve Decade After Refit
RIA Novosti, Aug 13, 2012

U.S. Undersea Warfare News

67 Graduate From Basic Submarine School

The Day, Aug 13, 2012

Groton - Sixty-seven sailors, "Class 12360," USS George C. Marshall (SSBN-654), graduated from Basic Enlisted Submarine School Aug. 10.

Fire Control Technician Second Class Paul Peacock was the class honorman. Fireman Recruit Noah Allen received the Navy Core Values Award and Seaman Apprentice Roger Grant, the class leader, received the Heritage Award.

Aviation Metalsmith Second Class Brian Idom, Seaman Eric Curtin, Seaman Colby Cornwell, Seaman Jesse Combs, Yeoman First Class Terrance Brown, Electronics Technician First Class Brian Taylor, Aviation Machinist Mate First Class Andrew Hartwell, Aviation Maintenance Administrationman Second Class Derek Johnson, Seaman Cameron Meier, Seaman Kevin Dewitt, Seaman Recruit Benjamin Shamburger, Seaman Recruit Michael Hughes and Religious Program Specialist Second Class DeAngelo Wynn were graduates with distinction.
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Sub Base Dodges A Missile - For Now

New London Day, Aug 13, 2012

The tens of thousands of people whose lives and livelihoods are connected to the Naval Submarine Base in Groton can breathe a deep sigh of relief now that there won't be a Base Realignment and Closure process in the immediate future.

But they shouldn't hold their breaths too long, because in all likelihood a renewed effort to shut or shift military bases across the country, which could include Groton's, will be launched as early as next year with the goal of deciding on closures by 2015.

This means state, municipal and business authorities must soon begin mounting a strong defense of the sub base, just as they did in 2005, the last time BRAC surfaced.

Back then, when the Pentagon proposed reassigning Groton's submarines and Navy commands to existing Navy bases in Kings Bay, Ga., and Norfolk, Va., "Team Connecticut" was formed that included the governor, the congressional delegation, a regional Subase Realignment Coalition, chambers of commerce and private citizens. They held rallies, sold "Save the Sub Base" T-shirts, wrote countless letters and elicited support from a wide range of influential people, including former President Jimmy Carter, an ex-submariner.

After months of a steady drumbeat, the consortium persuaded the Pentagon that it was in the nation's best military and financial interests to keep the 687-acre base open.

These arguments make even more sense today, considering potential hostilities involving such nations with deep-water access as Iran, North Korea and Syria.

In addition, since 2005 federal and state and governments have spent more than $150 million on various improvements to the nearly century-old base, and the town of Groton is planning road repairs and land acquisitions that should reinforce the value of keeping it open.

Still, the closing-realignment process is complex and subject to political influences, so it would be a mistake to consider the base is "BRAC-proofed, or there won't be another BRAC or something like it," Groton Town Manager Mark Oefinger warned. "We can't rest on our laurels."

In announcing on Monday that there would be no new round of military base closings next year, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta acknowledged Congressional opposition influenced his decision.

"But it's an important debate to have and, frankly, it's not going away," he added.

Secretary Panetta did not have to point out that no major political decisions will be made until after the November elections.

The BRAC process, by design, has the potential to become a civil war of sorts, pitting regions of the country against one another depending on their reliances of and alliances with difference defense branches and industries.

Though the Pentagon has been politically savvy in spreading its lucrative contracts around the country, most politicians and voters typically embrace the concept of cutting the military budget - unless, of course, they live in, work in or represent a district that relies heavily on defense spending, such as southeastern Connecticut.

Then, the notion of beating swords (or submarines) into plowshares becomes more nuanced; doves become hawks.

Though the submarine base dodged the BRAC missile in 2005 the threat of closure always hangs, like the proverbial Sword of Damocles, not far above the region's head.

Those determined to provide for our national security, and at the same time preserve the region's economy, realize they can't afford to let their guard down.
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Two Skydivers Land On Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base, Taken Into Custody
It was the first jump since The Jumping Place resumed business since airport permit standoff

By Terry Dickson, Jacksonville.com, Aug 14, 2012

Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base had some unwelcome boots on the ground Sunday when two skydivers missed the nearby St. Marys Airport.

Not only that, their papers were not in order, said Jay Stanford, chairman of the St. Marys Airport Authority.

Stanford said he answered the phone at the airport Sunday to hear the Navy say it had two jumpers in custody.

“They said one was a naturalized citizen and one was not a U.S. citizen and [didn’t have] a passport,” Stanford said Monday.

Cathy Kloess, owner of The Jumping Place, a skydiving business that operates from the St. Marys Airport, said the skydivers landed on a baseball diamond on the base.

Once her business provided adequate identity for the two jumpers, base security released them.

“They definitely don’t want people landing on their military installation,’’ Kloess said. “They were very stern with us.”

But with an “act of God,’’ like the strong wind that blew the skydivers off target, the Navy was understanding, Kloess said.

“The object is to get people on the ground safely,” even if it means landing on the high security base, she said.

The skydivers didn’t know the fields were on Kings Bay and, in fact, thought they were in St. Marys, Kloess said.

That may be because the most recent aerial photo she has of the base shows trees where the baseball fields are now located. “We’ve definitely got to update our photos,” she said.

Some of the airspace above Kings Bay is prohibited, meaning no planes or skydivers are allowed, but Kloess said that jumpers were more than a mile from it.

Stanford said the Airport Authority will make its own inquiry and see what the Navy’s position is on such incidents.

The Jumping Place is just back into the air over St. Marys after months of wrangling over a permit with the Airport Authority. One of the provisions of the permit is establishing a landing zone on the airport.

On her website, Kloess called the sub base landing an “isolated incident.”

It is at least the third time in three years, however, that skydivers have missed the airport.

A woman suffered head and neck injuries in March 2011 when she was blown off course and hit power lines and landed on Georgia 40. A year earlier, a Sarasota woman died after she also was blown off target and landed in woods at a subdivision.

Kloess estimates that as many as 6,000 people visit St. Marys each year because of The Jumping Place.

The site is popular, she said, because of the views of St. Marys, the ocean and Cumberland Island.
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International Undersea Warfare News
Navy Submarine Has ‘Fender Bender’ With The Ocean Floor
By Kim Helfrich, thenewage.co.za, Aug 14, 2012

The SA Navy has been unable to fulfil at least one part of its mandate since mid-July after its only seaworthy submarine suffered a “fender bender”.

The three Type 209 diesel-electric attack boats comprising the submarine service are SAS Queen Modjadji 11, now out of service after a minor ocean-bed collision damaged her forward section, SAS Charlotte Maxeke, which is undergoing routine maintenance and SAS Queen Manthatisi, in dry dock since 2007 after a series of mishaps.

These include crashing into a quay and damaging the steering mechanism and incorrectly plugging a cable into the shore power supply system. Manthatisi’s propulsion batteries are also being replaced at a reported cost of R35m.

“SAS Queen Modjadji suffered a minor collision to her forward section while on routine patrol along the east coast. While doing safety exercises, the high pressure oil supply was briefly interrupted, resulting in temporary loss of control. The submarine hit the ocean bottom but surfaced immediately afterward,” Commander Prince Tshabalala.

“A hull survey was conducted by Navy divers and the preliminary determination is that no mechanical failure led to the collision. No further damage was found on the structure.”

He compared the incident to a motor vehicle fender bender.

“She is technically sound and able to continue with operational duty. Modjadji has been taken out of the water for further testing to determine likely causes of the incident after which a formal report will be drafted.” A board of inquiry has been instituted.
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Nuclear Submarine To Serve Decade After Refit

RIA Novosti, Aug 13, 2012

MOSCOW -- The Russian Navy's submarine Novomoskovsk has been refitted and returned to service with the Northern Fleet, and will serve another ten years before being decommissioned in 2022, Fleet Spokesman Captain First Rank Vadim Serga said on Monday.

The Project 667 type boat (NATO Delta 4) arrived at its base in the port of Severomorsk on Monday after the refit at the Zvezdochka shipyard at nearby Severodvinsk.

"The boat's life after refit and modernization will be extended by another ten years," Serga said.

The refit of the Novomoskovsk included hundreds of improvements, "making the boat quieter, increasing its ability to detect other submarines, increasing its survivability and nuclear safety," he added.

Novomoskovsk is the second Northern Fleet 667 boat to be refitted. Last year, the Verkhoturye underwent a similar refit at Zvezdochka and was returned to service.

The Novomoskovsk's refit began in 2007. The boat was originally built at Sevmash in June 1987 and entered service in 1990. The boat was the first to launch a scientific satellite into orbit with a ballistic missile in 1998. In its life, the boat launched 14 missiles, travelled over 100,000 nautical miles and made over 20 long patrols.

The 667 class boats displace 12,000 tons, have a maximum diving depth of 400 meters, a cruising speed of 24 knots and a crew of 140 men. They are armed with 16 intercontinental ballistic missiles.
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