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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 
1942: USS Triton (SS-201) fired torpedoes at a darkened ship from a range of 1,500 yards. There were 2 consecutive explosions and flames shot over 200 feet into the air. However, there is no official record of a sinking on that date.

1945: USS Sea Owl (SS-405) was in Pearl Harbor preparing for her 4th war partol when Japan surrendered.

Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News
U.S. Navy Announces Flag Officer Assignments

The Secretary of the Navy, Aug. 14

The Secretary of the Navy and Chief of Naval Operations announced Aug. 14 that Rear Adm. (lower half) Robert J. Kamensky will be assigned as commander, Allied Submarines North, Allied Maritime Component Command, Northwood, United Kingdom.  Kamensky is currently serving as deputy/reserve deputy commander, Submarine Force, Atlantic, Norfolk, VA.
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Naval Submarine School Honors Outstanding Performers

www.theresident.com, Aug. 14

Sonar Technician First Class Petty Officer (Submarines) Philip Hunt is Naval Submarine School Sailor of the Quarter, selected Thursday, 26 July, in ceremonies sponsored by the Fleet Reserve Association, Branch 20. 

Hunt is an instructor and Leading Petty Officer in Tactical Computer Network Operations (TCNO), of the Basic Enlisted Submarine Training Department. Captain David A. Roberts, Commanding Officer, Naval Submarine School, in announcing Hunt's selection, praised "(H)is daily leadership of nine instructors and one hundred and thirty students…he managed the division during the transition from two shifts to three shifts per day, increasing throughput by 25% in one of the most difficult courses in the fleet. 

"He continued to dedicate twenty off-podium hours towards improving the TCNO course offering subject matter expertise during a major course revision."

Hunt received the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (Silver Star in lieu of Sixth Award). 

Also honored as Department Sailors of the Quarter were: Sonar Technician First Class Joshua Sewell, Sonar Technician First Class John Long, Machinist Mate First Class Heath Mangrum and Fire Control Technician First Class Kirk Osborne. Navy Diver Second Class Jason Fenn was the Junior Sailor of the Quarter, selected by the Naval Submarine School First Class Petty Officer Association. 

Other nominees included Electrician's Mate Second Class Michael Paselio, Electronics Technician Second Class David Sidorakis and Fire Control Technician Second Class Jeffrey Ward. Sonar Technician First Class (Submarines) Steven Wallace was recognized as the Instructor of the Quarter.
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Attorneys seek to resolve USS Miami fire case before a trial

Fosters.com, Aug. 15

PORTLAND, Maine — The criminal case against a man accused of setting fire to a nuclear submarine docked at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard could be resolved before it goes to trial, according to the defendant's attorney.

In court documents filed Tuesday, public defender David Beneman indicated he and the prosecutor assigned to the case have been meeting to discuss a "potential resolution" that would avoid the need for a grand jury indictment.

Prosecutors say the 24-year-old defendant, Casey James Fury, has confessed to setting a fire in May that ravaged the forward area of the USS Miami, a Los Angeles-class attack submarine.

Investigators say Fury has also confessed to lighting a second fire underneath the same ship on June 16.

U.S. Navy investigators claim Fury, a civilian painter and sandblaster, set both fires in order to leave work early. Fury had been assigned to work on the Miami while it was undergoing an overhaul at the shipyard.

Fury was arrested in July, following an investigation by the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. He was ordered held without bail as he awaits a grand jury indictment.

Under federal law, prosecutors were previously required to seek an indictment by Aug. 22. Beneman asked a federal judge to extend that timetable this week in order to allow experts to review the evidence in the case. The motion was granted by a federal judge, with the consent of Assistant U.S. Attorney Darcie McElwee, pushing the date by which an indictment must occur to Sept. 26.

In a motion filed in federal court in Portland, Beneman explained that foregoing the indictment could ultimately save "substantial national resources extending beyond just court resources."

More than 100 firefighters helped to extinguish the May 23 fire on the Miami, which continued to burn for approximately 12 hours. The fire caused an estimated $400 million worth of damage. Seven firefighters also suffered minor injuries during the event.

Prosecutors say Fury initially denied any involvement, but eventually confessed while undergoing a polygraph test. Fury then led Navy investigators on a walk-through of the USS Pasadena, another submarine stationed at the shipyard with a similar layout to the Miami, and demonstrated how he allegedly set fire to the ship, according to court documents.

The scope of the damage to the Miami, coupled with the statements made during Fury's alleged videotaped confession, have led Beneman to retain "one or more forensic experts," according to court documents. At least one of those experts has reviewed a portion of Fury's taped confession, as well as records about Fury's background compiled by prosecutors.

It's expected that "several additional meetings with the defendant" and unspecified "testing" will be required for the expert to offer a professional opinion to Fury's defense attorney.

"Given the complexity of the forensic and evidentiary issues involved, and ... particularly the need for a full expert evaluation of the defendant before a determination can be made on resolution pre-indictment, the defense needs additional time to complete the expert evaluation," Beneman wrote.

Beneman declined to comment on his request for a delay when he was contacted by phone Tuesday.

"In a pending case, I'm not allowed to discuss any aspect of the case," he said.

McElwee also declined to comment on the potential "resolution" Beneman alluded to in court documents. She confirmed prosecutors are still preparing to bring the case to trial.

"I can't comment on anything that isn't public record," she said.
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Miami fire charge may be resolved without indictment

Seacoastonline.com, Aug. 14

KITTERY, Maine — The federal case against Casey Fury may be resolved without a grand jury indictment, his defense attorney said in a document filed Tuesday in U.S. District Court.

Fury is charged with setting the fire that caused $400 million in damage to the submarine USS Miami while it was in dry dock at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard this past May. He's also been charged with setting a second fire outside the submarine in mid-June.

According to recent court testimony, Fury admitted to the arsons on videotape, and performed a video reenactment of the incidents.

David Beneman of the federal defender's office in Portland successfully sought a court order to extend the deadline for indictment against his client until Sept. 26.

In making the request, Beneman stated that he and U.S. attorneys “have been meeting ...with an eye toward potential resolution without the need for grand jury indictment.”

Beneman was also seeking additional time to fully brief a forensic expert for the defense. 

Fury is charged in federal court. 

More to follow.
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Naval officer helps save cardiac victim

Dayton Daily News, Aug. 15

KETTERING — Kettering resident Marion Gregg is a physician serving in a humanitarian and civic mission in Vietnam, called Pacific Partnership. He is serving in the program through the U.S. Navy.

Gregg, 36, graduated from the Boonshoft School of Medicine at Wright State University in 2003.

He has also lived in Fairborn and Dayton,and considers that his hometown. His current home residence is Kettering, although he is stationed in southeast Asia.

He has been married to Sara for nine years and they have two children. Daughter Madelyn is 6 and son Luke is 4. old. The United States Navy Lt. Commander has been in the Navy for nine years.

What actions he performed: “Recently, on 10 July while on Pacific Partnership in Vinh, Vietnam, I responded to calls for help from a young woman to find an elderly man that was unresponsive. I discovered that the elderly gentleman’s heart had stopped and he was not breathing. I performed CPR by myself for over 20 minutes until his heart started beating again and he started breathing on his own. I later found out he was a Canadian physician in Vietnam to help provide humanitarian assistance. I spoke with his son via the phone just about a week ago, and they are back in Canada and he is doing well.”

Most satisfying part about the person’s work: “I was incredibly happy to feel the elderly gentleman’s heart beating again and watching him take his first breaths after performing CPR on him for so long. I felt incredibly lucky to be able to be in the right place at the right time to help save this gentleman’s life.”

Most memorable moment of service: “There are so many; it is difficult to describe just one. I have felt tremendous camaraderie with my fellow service members over the years and all of those interactions along the way have helped me become who I am today and I am thankful. If I had to pick just one moment, my most memorable was when I received my ‘dolphins’ and became qualified as a Submarine Medical Officer. I felt a tremendous sense of accomplishment and felt an even stronger bond with the sailors I helped take care of.”

How person got involved in the military: “I joined the U.S. Navy as part of the Health Professional Scholarship Program. HPSP is a scholarship program in which the U.S. Navy paid for my medical school education.”

Hometown: “I grew up as a Navy brat and lived in many places, but I have always felt that the Dayton area was my hometown. I went to college and medical school in Dayton, and still visit family and friends there whenever I can.”

Favorite memory of your hometown: “Dayton is where I made lifelong friends. It also happens to be where I met my wife, so I would say that would be my favorite memory.”
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International Undersea Warfare News
Silent Running

Russian attack submarine sailed in Gulf of Mexico undetected for weeks, U.S. officials say

Freebeacon.com, Aug. 14

A Russian nuclear-powered attack submarine armed with long-range cruise missiles operated undetected in the Gulf of Mexico for several weeks and its travel in strategic U.S. waters was only confirmed after it left the region, the Washington Free Beacon has learned.

It is only the second time since 2009 that a Russian attack submarine has patrolled so close to U.S. shores.

The stealth underwater incursion in the Gulf took place at the same time Russian strategic bombers made incursions into restricted U.S. airspace near Alaska and California in June and July, and highlights a growing military assertiveness by Moscow.

The submarine patrol also exposed what U.S. officials said were deficiencies in U.S. anti-submarine warfare capabilities—forces that are facing cuts under the Obama administration’s plan to reduce defense spending by $487 billion over the next 10 years.

The Navy is in charge of detecting submarines, especially those that sail near U.S. nuclear missile submarines, and uses undersea sensors and satellites to locate and track them.

The fact that the Akula was not detected in the Gulf is cause for concern, U.S. officials said.

The officials who are familiar with reports of the submarine patrol in the Gulf of Mexico said the vessel was a nuclear-powered Akula-class attack submarine, one of Russia’s quietest submarines.

A Navy spokeswoman declined to comment.

One official said the Akula operated without being detected for a month.

“The Akula was built for one reason and one reason only: To kill U.S. Navy ballistic missile submarines and their crews,” said a second U.S. official.

“It’s a very stealthy boat so it can sneak around and avoid detection and hope to get past any protective screen a boomer might have in place,” the official said, referring to the Navy nickname for strategic missile submarines.

The U.S. Navy operates a strategic nuclear submarine base at Kings Bay, Georgia. The base is homeport to eight missile-firing submarines, six of them equipped with nuclear-tipped missiles, and two armed with conventional warhead missiles.

“Sending a nuclear-propelled submarine into the Gulf of Mexico-Caribbean region is another manifestation of President Putin demonstrating that Russia is still a player on the world’s political-military stage,” said naval analyst and submarine warfare specialist Norman Polmar.

“Like the recent deployment of a task force led by a nuclear cruiser into the Caribbean, the Russian Navy provides him with a means of ‘showing the flag’ that is not possible with Russian air and ground forces,” Polmar said in an email.

The last time an Akula submarine was known to be close to U.S. shores was 2009, when two Akulas were spotted patrolling off the east coast of the United States.

Those submarine patrols raised concerns at the time about a new Russian military assertiveness toward the United States, according to the New York Times, which first reported the 2009 Akula submarine activity.

The latest submarine incursion in the Gulf further highlights the failure of the Obama administration’s “reset” policy of conciliatory actions designed to develop closer ties with Moscow.

Instead of closer ties, Russia under President Vladimir Putin, an ex-KGB intelligence officer who has said he wants to restore elements of Russia’s Soviet communist past, has adopted growing hardline policies against the United States.

Of the submarine activity, Sen. John Cornyn (R., Texas), member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said, “It’s a confounding situation arising from a lack of leadership in our dealings with Moscow. While the president is touting our supposed ‘reset’ in relations with Russia, Vladimir Putin is actively working against American interests, whether it’s in Syria or here in our own backyard.”

The Navy is facing sharp cuts in forces needed to detect and counter such submarine activity.

The Obama administration’s defense budget proposal in February cut $1.3 billion from Navy shipbuilding projects, which will result in scrapping plans to build 16 new warships through 2017.

The budget also called for cutting plans to buy 10 advanced P-8 anti-submarine warfare jets needed for submarine detection.

In June, Russian strategic nuclear bombers and support aircraft conducted a large-scale nuclear bomber exercise in the arctic. The exercise included simulated strikes on “enemy” strategic sites that defense officials say likely included notional attacks on U.S. missile defenses in Alaska.

Under the terms of the 2010 New START arms accord, such exercises require 14-day advanced notice of strategic bomber drills, and notification after the drills end. No such notification was given.

A second, alarming air incursion took place July 4 on the West Coast when a Bear H strategic bomber flew into U.S. airspace near California and was met by U.S. interceptor jets.

That incursion was said to have been a bomber incursion that has not been seen since before the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991.

It could not be learned whether the submarine in the Gulf of Mexico was an Akula 1 type submarine or a more advanced Akula 2.

It is also not known why the submarine conducted the operation. Theories among U.S. analysts include the notion that submarine incursion was designed to further signal Russian displeasure at U.S. and NATO plans to deploy missile defenses in Europe.
Russia’s chief of the general staff, Gen. Nikolai Makarov, said in May that Russian forces would consider preemptive attacks on U.S. and allied missile defenses in Europe, and claimed the defenses are destabilizing in a crisis.

Makarov met with Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in July. Dempsey questioned him about the Russian strategic bomber flights near U.S. territory.

The voyage of the submarine also could be part of Russian efforts to export the Akula.

Russia delivered one of its Akula-2 submarines to India in 2009. The submarine is distinctive for its large tail fin.

Brazil’s O Estado de Sao Paoli reported Aug. 2 that Russia plans to sell Venezuela up to 11 new submarines, including one Akula.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Moscow’s military is working to set up naval replenishment facilities in Vietnam and Cuba, but denied there were plans to base naval forces in those states.

Asked if Russia planned a naval base in Cuba, Lavrov said July 28: “We are not speaking of any bases. The Russian navy ships serve exercise cruises and training in the same regions. To harbor, resupply, and enable the crew to rest are absolutely natural needs. We have spoken of such opportunities with our Cuban friends.” The comment was posted in the Russian Foreign Ministry website.

Russian warships and support vessels were sent to Venezuela in 2008 to take part in naval exercises in a show of Russian support for the leftist regime of Hugo Chavez. The ships also stopped in Cuba.

Russian Deputy Premier Dmitri Rogozin announced in February that Russia was working on a plan to build 10 new attack submarines and 10 new missile submarines through 2030, along with new aircraft carriers.

Submarine warfare specialists say the Akula remains the core of the Russian attack submarine force.

The submarines can fire both cruise missiles and torpedoes, and are equipped with the SSN-21 and SSN-27 submarine-launched cruise missiles, as well as SSN-15 anti-submarine-warfare missiles. The submarines also can lay mines.

The SSN-21 has a range of up to 1,860 miles.
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Skyrocketing costs of launching ‘new’ nuclear submarine flex muscles Russia does not have

Bellona.org, Aug. 14

The Severodvinsk, the flagship for the new Yasen class of large scale Russian submarines, has failed sea trials in the White Sea, revealing reactor power problems, noisy operation, untested missile equipment, faulty components and huge cost overruns that will cause further problems and setbacks for the vessel’s scheduled serial production. 

A military source told Russian papers that the navy was laying most of its chips on the table with the Yasen design, saying its status as a multipurpose nuclear sub means it will be a first alert “against missile cruisers from western countries.”

But an anonymous Ministry of Defense source cited by the Russian newsire interfax said the Severodvinsk is hardly up to that task after the results of its sea trials were known. 

"The Severodvinsk tests revealed that its nuclear power unit did not reach the rated capacity, and the submarine produced too much noise,” the defense Ministry source told Interfax.

"It is impossible to commission the submarine with such serious shortcomings," he said.

Designed during Soviet times, the Severodvinsk is outfitted with 24 supersonic Onyx anti-ship missiles that can destroy an aircraft carrier in one blow, and 10 torpedo tubes for launching self-guided torpedoes – topping its closest American competitor by six. The sub is also expected to have an undersea speed of 30 knots and a maximum submersion depth of 600 meters. It is designed to sustain autonomous voyages of up to 100 days and will be crewed by 90, 32 of whom will be offiers, said Interfax.

All of this begs the question: What kind of conflict is Russia anticipating?

One hint might lie in President Vladimir Putin’s visit to Russia’s northern shipyards in July, where he stumped for increased Arctic sub patrols to protect Russia’s continental shelf oil and gas recovery projects ​– a kind of paranoid overkill to protect the resources on which the Russian economy is built.

But military analysts and observers are saying this kind of firepower will place an extreme weight on Russia’s limited military coffers.

“President Putin loves toys with price tags surpassing the size of Russia’s wallet. But this is the problem of Russian taxpayers who should draw certain conclusions when they cast their votes,” said Igor Kudrik, a Bellona expert on nuclear submarines and the Russian Navy. “Our concern is planned militarization of the Arctic which not only is not going to make it safer, but pose additional dangers with respect to the environment as well.”

Constructed by the Sevmash shipyard near Arkangelsk, the Severodvinsk– designated by the identification number K-329, and the first of the project 885 Yasen Class – was to have been passed to the Russian Navy by Sevmash in 1998, after first construction began on it in1993. Several missed deadlines later, the boat was to be launched in 2010. That was then delayed until 2011.

Now, according to reports in business daily Kommersant and official mouthpiece Izvestia, the latest sea trial indicates the sub likely will not be ready until summer of 2013.

One of the problems, according to an anonymous source cited by Interfax, is that the reactor not only doesn’t deliver enough power for the vessel, but that the vessel’s operation is also noisy – something undesirable in the stealth mode in which submarines are to operate.

Defense Ministry sources refused to comment on either issue, so details on the reactor’s integrity are sketchy.

The enormous submarine represents something of a return to big Cold War thinking: With a water displacement of 13.8 tons, it is twice as large as the US Navy’s Virginia Class attack submarines. But the US has backed off mega-submarine projects comparable to the Yasen since the end of the Cold War out of simple economic considerations. Russia, notes Izvestia, is pressing on – delays and drying wallets be damned.

Another unnamed military source that spoke with Izvestia blamed spiking costs in metal, electricity to power the Sevmash shipyard, and rising salaries for qualified welders and metal workers for the Severodvinsk’s cost overruns.  

The source said the Severodvinsk has so far cost the Ministry of Defense some 50 billion roubles ($1.5 billion) – the equivalent cost of two Borei class nuclear subs, the first of which was launched in 2008, or 50 SU-35 fighter planes.

The second Yasen class sub after the Severodvinsk, the Kazan, is projected to be over twice as expensive, weighing in at 110 billion roubles, the source told Izvestia. The military had been counting on paying something more on the order of 70-80 billion roubles per sub, eight of which are planned to be built by 2020.

The Yasen class is therefore projected to cost 700-800 billion roubles, or five percent of Russia’s defense budget over the next 10 years, Izvestia said.

But does this cost justify protecting the untapped Arctic oil and gas reserves on which Putin so relies for Russia’s economic growth?

The Yury Dolgoruky – the first of the Borei Class to take to sea – and the Soviet built Delta and Typhoon class subs the Borei Class was meant to replace ​– will, for the time being, have to shoulder that burden.  Three more Borei class subs are currently under construction and due to take to sea by 2015. 

That Sevmash was having problems getting the Severodvinsk to perform to standard after so many delays was greeted in Russian headlines as a failure.

But Igor Korotchenko, head of the Defense Ministry’s public council, told Kommersant that failure was too harsh a characterization.

“[…] we are for the first time beginning to build and test vessels of this generation – and correspondingly this is a new product, advanced, and therefore certain deficiencies and problems are revealed at the stage of testing for delivery, which will then be eliminated by industrial production,” he said. 

Korotchenko refused to comment on the Interfax reports of reactor power problems and noisy operation of the Severodvinsk because the information had come from an anonymous source, he told the paper.

“If this had been done in an official announcement from, let’s say, a representative of the military industrial complex, or the Sevmash factory, or anybody from the Defense Ministry, we could at least say the information was trustworthy,” he said. “For now, I can only say that the Severodvinsk is a low-noise submarine.”

He repeated that he was sure any kinks would be worked out at the level of industrial production.

“The sub contains many innovations,” he said. “We’ve never had a sub like this.”

Ironically, noted Kudrik, the so-called innovations that are holding up the Severodvinsk's completion are based on blueprints that are over 20 years old.

“Soviet and Russian submarines have always being noisy due to the poor quality of building materials,” said Kudrik. “The reactor plant installed on this submarine is of newer design and it seems to be suffering from not being properly tested. Russian industry has been in shambles ever since the collapse of the Soviet Union and recovery is protracted and painful,” he said, adding, “This new submarine is an example of how bad things are.”

Other analysts suggested that scaling back on the Yasen Class’s military hardware could lessen the strain on the Russian military budget.

“The high cost of the Yasen is justified by the highest military capabilities of the vessel,” Captain 1st Rank Konstantin Sivkov, and vice-president of the Academy of Geopolitical Problems, told Izvestia. “If they can bring the price down, it will cost not much more than the Virginia Class sub, but will nonetheless be more powerful than the American vessel.”

But Kudrik says that bringing the price down remains a pipe dream in today’s Russia. The problems with corruption and the wasteful handling of resources are endemic in Russia’s current regime - and those problems will never escape this single submarine project.
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