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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1918: USS R-17 (SS-94) was commissioned with LCDR. William R. Munroe in command. Commissioned toward the end of World War I, R-17 operated briefly off the California coast, then patrolled off the Panama Canal Zone, returning to California in December 1918.

1943: USS Seawolf (SS-197) made contact with a 6 ship convoy on her 3rd day in the patrol area. She attacked day and night for 3 days before finally surfacing to sink Fusei Maru with her deck gun. (Exact date unknown)


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

SUBLANT Voting Assistance Team Helps Sailors Register to Vote

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW) Kim Williams, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic Public Affairs

Navy News, Aug. 16

NORFOLK, Va. (NNS) -- The voting assistance team (VAT) from Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic (COMSUBLANT) is ensuring that Sailors and civilians assigned to the command have the tools and information necessary to exercise their right to vote.

The team is encouraging those who do not currently reside within their voting precinct to complete and return an absentee ballot to their legal residence for the upcoming general and local elections.

"It's very simple to register. I'm told that it's taking about six weeks. I recommend that people register early and contact their states to see if their ballots were received," said Edward Nixon, COMSUBLANT VAT. "As soon as the ballot is formulated, they will send it back to you with a tracking number assigned to it."

Nixon also said that although the presidential election is slightly less than 90 days away, the importance of registering to vote goes beyond the general elections every four years and extends to other statewide elections during the years in between the vote for commander-in-chief.

"It's not only important to vote in the general election, but the local elections as well because they are the ones that determine your everyday things like mayor, vice mayor, congressman and school boards," said Nixon.

Nixon also added that the process for registering to vote absentee is the same for those stationed in the continental U.S. or abroad and can be done either in person at a voting assistance office or online at www.fvap.gov through completion of a Federal Post Card application.

COMSUBLANT Sailors agreed with Nixon's notion about the simplicity and importance of their vote.

"The registration process was very quick and easy for me, which I completed prior to transferring here online without any problems," said Lt. John Joyce, a Florida resident assigned to COMSUBLANT. "I believe that service members, even when stationed away from home, have a responsibly to exercise their right to vote." 

According to the Federal Voting Assistance Program website, voting assistance officers around the world aim for 100 percent contact and availability of Federal Post Card applications (to all personnel and dependents. The organization emphasizes the importance of early action on the part of the voter in order to obtain a ballot for the general election well in advance of State deadlines for registration and ballot request.

The voting process is not limited to those from the 50 U.S. states, but also includes residents of the American territories and the District of Columbia. The COMSUBLANT VAT can also help unregistered Virginia voters.

For more information on voting issues, visit www.fvap.gov.> 

For more news from Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, visit www.navy.mil/local/sublant/.
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The Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine USS Nebraska (SSBN 739) prepares to conduct a personnel transfer as it returns to its homeport of Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, Wash. U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Ed Early (Released) 120812-N-GU530-017.  Back to Top
SUBSCOL Command Master Chief retires after 30 years of service

The Dolphin, Aug. 16

GROTON, Conn. - Command Master Chief (Submarines) Glen A Kline said good-bye August 10 to his students and the staff of Naval Submarine School as well as to shipmates in a Navy career that spanned three decades in retirement ceremonies at Naval Submarine Base New London (SUBASE).

Raised in Shoemakersville, Penn., Kline began his military career in September of 1982 after graduating from Hamburg Area High School. In 30 years, he saw a great deal of change in the

U. S. Navy’s Submarine Force and was himself part of that continuing and continuous change in his most recent years as Naval Submarine School’s Command Master Chief.

"I became a Chief of the Boat the year our Submarine Force celebrated its Centennial and I’m retiring during the Navy’s Year of the Chief Petty Officer. I witnessed the end of the Cold War and experienced first-hand the fruits of our improved relationships with former adversaries," he told an overflowing crowd on a sweltering summer morning.

Kline served at sea aboard USS City of Corpus Christi (SSN 705), USS Alexandria (SSN 757) and was plank owner and first Chief of the Boat, COB, of USS New Hampshire (SSN 778). His first Chief of the Boat assignment was USS San Juan (SSN 751), during which the ship earned the Submarine Development Squadron TWELVE Battle Efficiency "E" Award and participated in Tomahawk missile strikes in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

For Kline, no two days as a Navy Chief Petty Officer, CPO, were ever the same, and that, he reminded his guests was very much part of the appeal of the submarine force for him.

"Our CPO community has changed the way we do business, because the Navy needs the special skills and leadership of our Chiefs on the deck plates to accomplish our demanding mission every day. There hasn’t ever been a time when the Chief doesn’t answer the bell and take the necessary action."

Guest speaker, Captain Bruce Derenski, Commander Submarine Group 2, Director of Engineering and Readiness, and a shipmate from days on the staff of Submarine Squadron 4, told Kline, (y)our legacy is so much more than the words we will say here today and vastly larger than the gifts and awards you will so deservedly receive.

"Your legacy is in the hearts of every member of your family and of your friends and shipmates and the thousands of our most junior Sailors who came to and through Naval Submarine School while you served as Command Master Chief. Wherever they are, you are."

Naval Submarine School Commanding Officer David A. Roberts, in presenting Kline with a Meritorious Service Medal (Gold Star in lieu of Fourth Award) noted, "(a)s Command Master Chief of the largest fleet school in the Navy, his superb leadership of more than 400 personnel and oversight of 43 trainer facilities worth over 100 million dollars, ensured exceptional training was provided to over 3,000 officer and enlisted pipeline students annually.

"He significantly improved the quality of Sailors delivered to the Fleet and reduced unplanned Fleet losses by driving submarine screening processes earlier in the training pipeline and instituting a Sailor ‘peer-to- peer’ briefing during indoctrination."

Kline received his sea chest, a hallowed Navy tradition summarizing and commemorating his career, packed with uniforms, tools unique to his trade and other keepsakes and memorializing the rank insignia, award and special uniforms he wore and the commands where he served.

After a reading of the Chief Petty Officer Retirement Creed, Master Chief Kline was relieved of the watch by Chief Select Robert Clark, another tile in the mosaic of Navy history shared by two Sailors with some history of their own.

Clark first met Master Chief Kline when Kline was the Squadron Four Command Master Chief and Clark was checking out on leave from his first submarine, USS Miami (SSN 755). Both learned they each called the same small town in rural Pennsylvania, Shoemakersville, home. As it turned out Kline had grown up on the same street and gone to school from kindergarten with Clark’s uncle.

For Clark, his participation in a ceremony helping close a chapter in a shipmate’s life is now an important part of his own story. "I really felt a sense of coming full circle," he offered, "and it was a terrific honor, as one ‘Shoey’ to another to be the Sailor who relieved the COB on his last watch."

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Kline was piped over the side as friends and family alternated dabbing their eyes and applauding his career’s conclusion. After shifting colors Kline will move forward to new challenges and new chapters in his next adventure.

Back to Top
Subs Surface In Senate Race

The Hartford Courant, Aug. 16

Southeastern Connecticut and its submarines emerged Wednesday as hot topics in the newly defined Senate race between Democratic Congressman Chris Murphy and Republican Linda McMahon.

The day after the primaries narrowed the candidate field from four to two, the campaigns challenged each other to a future debate in Groton, home to Electric Boat and the Naval Submarine Base.

The Murphy camp believes it can capitalize on remarks McMahon made outside the EB gates in June, when she demonstrated incomplete knowledge of the federal Base Realignment and Closure process, known as BRAC.

But the McMahon campaign thinks Murphy committed a graver offense this year when he twice voted against major defense spending bills containing funding for two-per-year sub production at EB.

Murphy, who represents the 5th Congressional District, was the sole member of Connecticut's five-person House delegation to vote last month against a $604 billion 2013 defense appropriations bill that included $4.8 billion to continue producing the Virginia-class attack submarines in Groton and prevent what could be a one-year drop in production from two boats to one in 2014.

The bill contained additional money to continue development of an Ohio-class submarine program that is currently under way inside the former Pfizer building in New London.

Both defense bills nevertheless passed the House and are awaiting action in the Senate.

Murphy voted against the bills because they contained "open-ended funding" for military activities in Afghanistan, his campaign spokesman, Ben Marter, said Wednesday.

"Chris believes we should end that war as quickly as is safely possible. Right now, the war in Afghanistan is costing $2.2 billion every week."

By comparison, each new submarine costs roughly $2.6 billion.

But a spokesman for the McMahon campaign, Tim Murtaugh, said it was wrong of Murphy to greet workers at the EB gates last week and pledge to protect submarine work after having opposed the bills.

"It takes some serious gall to go down there and shake hands with the EB workers, knowing that you voted against the funding that keeps their jobs," Murtaugh said.

During the EB trip, Murphy was joined by U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, who successfully obtained funding for building two submarines per year.

Courtney has endorsed Murphy for the Senate and also opposes an "open-ended commitment" to Afghanistan. Yet he voted for both defense bills and issued news releases at the time cheering their passage: "The Second Congressional District is home to tens of thousands of defense-related jobs, and during these tough economic times I am pleased to have secured funding that will protect these jobs and grow our economy."

On Wednesday, he stood by his support for Murphy.

"Many Americans appreciate Congressman Murphy's calls for a quicker drawdown of American forces in Afghanistan," Courtney's campaign manager, Emma Pietrantonio, said in a statement. "Congressman Courtney has no doubt that, as a senator, Murphy will be a strong advocate for SUBASE New London, Electric Boat and increased submarine production."

She also credited Murphy's "far superior" knowledge of the BRAC process and commitment to avoiding future rounds of it.

McMahon committed her Groton gaffe by telling a reporter that, if elected to the Senate, her vote for or against another BRAC round would depend on the proposed cuts.

The problem with the remark is that under the BRAC process, lawmakers authorize a round of base closings before they know what bases will later appear on the list, which is drawn up by an independent commission.

BRAC was created in the late 1980s to minimize the role of politicians in closure decisions. The Groton base barely escaped closure when it was targeted in 2005.

McMahon has since vowed to "fight tooth and nail" to keep the base open and protect EB jobs.

Murphy has promised that he is deeply committed to the submarine base and EB. "He's voted for millions of dollars in improvements to help keep it off the closure list in the future," said Marter, his campaign spokesman.

"We look forward to debating in Groton, where McMahon will have to face the people in southeast Connecticut that she'll put out of work with her on-again, off-again support for closing the sub base," Marter said.

Neither candidate has proposed a specific date or location for a Groton debate. The McMahon campaign announced Wednesday that it is open to participating in four live televised debates before the Nov. 6 election, but refused Murphy's invitation for a jobs-focused debate as early as Tuesday, dismissing the idea as a "campaign stunt" because it would take more time to organize a venue, sponsor and television coverage.

"Historically, debates in high profile races like this happen in the fall, when people are paying attention," Murtaugh said.

Murphy participated in three one-on-one debates between the spring conventions and Tuesday's primary with his Democratic opponent, Susan Bysiewicz. McMahon joined in two with her defeated challenger, Republican Christopher Shays.
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Navy Adding Surveillance Planes, Drones To Its Asia-Pacific Fleet

Stars & Stripes, Aug. 17

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The U.S. Navy is stepping up its ocean surveillance capabilities in the Asia-Pacific region, with new manned aircraft arriving within the next year and preparations for next-generation drones beginning as soon as October 2013.

The advanced aircraft likely will be welcomed by multiple U.S. allies in the region. China’s increasingly assertive claims on much of the East China Sea and nearly all of the South China Sea — including untapped energy reserves and vast fishing grounds — have recently led nations with competing claims to at least consider asking the U.S. for more aerial surveillance.

The P-8 Poseidon aircraft will arrive within the next year and replace the squadron of P-3 Orion aircraft at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan, base officials have confirmed.

Poseidon can operate up to 12,000 feet higher than Orion, which has been continually upgraded since its introduction in the 1960s. Poseidon also is faster and more survivable than Orion during a conflict, said Owen Coté, associate director of the MIT Security Studies Program.

“I would say that P-8 is a better airframe than P-3 for the Western Pacific,” Coté said.

Poseidon will also carry upgraded active sonar and periscope detection sonars.

“The new sensors it brings … are also compatible with P-3, so to be fair, it’s really about replacing the airframe, not new anti-submarine warfare capabilities,” Coté said.

While both Poseidon and Orion are primarily made for submarine surveillance and warfare, the Poseidon is also designed to work with the MQ-4C Broad Area Maritime Surveillance Triton, a recently unveiled drone aircraft specifically adapted to watch the world’s oceans.

The BAMS will eventually join the Air Force Global Hawk drones at Andersen Air Force Base in Guam, said Joe Gradisher, spokesman for the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Information Dominance.

Preparations for deploying the drones will begin sometime during fiscal year 2014, with operations in the Pacific scheduled to begin about three years afterward, Gradisher said.

“Pacific Command basing plans for BAMS include the use of Guam, but other bases may be considered in the future, subject to combatant commander desires and future diplomatic arrangements,” Gradisher said.

If recent trends over territorial disputes in the east and south China seas continue, those diplomatic arrangements could involve multiple Pacific Rim nations.

Philippine and Chinese ships recently ended a two-month standoff over the uninhabited Scarborough Shoal. Much of the shoal is submerged at high tide, but its surrounding waters are frequented by Chinese fishing boats and surveillance ships, despite its location within the Philippines” 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic zone.

Following the standoff, Philippine President Benigno Aquino said he was mulling an earlier U.S. offer to provide P-3 surveillance flights and intelligence.

“We might be requesting overflights on that,” Aquino told Reuters in July, referring to U.S. Orion flights. “We don’t have aircraft with those capabilities.”

Meanwhile, Japanese broadcaster NHK and the Yomiuri Shimbun both reported in August that the Guam-based Global Hawk drones would fly surveillance flights over the Chinese-claimed, Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands, following a Pentagon meeting between Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Japan’s defense minister.

China, Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei, Vietnam and Malaysia all have competing claims in the east and south China seas. China has rejected U.S. overtures for multilateral talks, stating that it wished to settle each dispute bilaterally.

Beijing bases its claims primarily on ancient discoveries of the generally uninhabited islands and shoals, but the other nations involved say those claims do not correspond with international law.
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How The Navy Protects America In 2012

Southtown Star, Aug. 16 

America’s Navy is our nation’s front line in peace and war; operating on, above and below the sea. Think of the Navy as America’s “away team,” deployed around the world, defending our nation’s interests, every single day.

This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812 and the role of the U.S. Navy in winning that conflict figures prominently in nearly every American history book used across this great land. Many of the qualities that shaped and helped the Navy win 200 years ago still hold true today.

Water covers about 70 percent of the Earth’s surface. Approximately 80 percent of the world’s population lives near the sea. About 90 percent of all world trade by volume travels by sea. In other words, what happens on the sea matters. It matters to our national defense. It matters to world peace. It matters to our economy and to the preservation of prosperity.

The Navy has never been more in demand. The president’s national security strategy emphasizes our commitment in the Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions — maritime areas of the world ideally suited for naval operations and in which the Navy maintains a robust presence.

The Navy is ideally suited for this kind of unsettled world because the Navy is fast, agile and by its very nature ready because it is operating forward.

We also can be a global force for good. In a humanitarian crisis, the Navy is there to deliver relief supplies and provide medical care.

We also must be mindful about how we power our ships, aircraft, and submarines. That’s why the Navy is a leader in pursuing our warfighting advantage through innovation in energy. This summer, we demonstrated a Green Carrier Strike Group powered for several days by alternative energy.

The United States is a maritime nation bounded by oceans on both sides with maritime highways in between. A strong Navy is necessary to preserve the American way of life. This requires warfighting Sailors who are highly trained, highly motivated and courageous; Sailors who are capable of meeting any challenge. It requires the best Sailors in the world — the men and women of the U.S. Navy.

Vice Adm. Philip Cullom is the Navy’s deputy chief of naval operations for fleet readiness and logistics.

Navy Week Gets Under Way In Chicago

(WLS ABC CHICAGO 16 AUG 12)

Vice. Adm. Cullom discusses Navy Week on the Morning Show.

View Clip (RT: 3:07)
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Preparing For War With China

The National Interest, Aug. 16

For an operational concept that has never been published, the U.S. military’s AirSea Battle doctrine has elicited some fiery commentary. Or maybe it stokes controversy precisely because the armed forces haven’t made it official. Its details are subject to speculation. The chief source of information about it remains an unclassified, unofficial study published in 2010 by the Washington-based Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments.

The debate over AirSea Battle swirls mostly around technology and whether the doctrine is aimed at China. To answer the latter question first: Yes, it is about China. It has to be.

This is no prophecy of doom. From a political standpoint, war with China is neither inevitable nor all that likely. But military people plan against the most formidable capabilities they may encounter. And from an operational standpoint, China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) presents the sternest “anti-access” challenge of any prospective antagonist. Either strategists, planners and warfighters prepare for the hardest case, or the United States must write off important regions or options.

The PLA thus represents the benchmark for U.S. military success in maritime Asia, by most accounts today’s crucible of great-power competition. Other potential opponents, notably the Iranian military, fall into what the Pentagon terms “lesser-included” challenges. If U.S. forces can pierce the toughest anti-access defenses out there—if they can crack the hardest nut—the softer defenses erected by weaker opponents will prove manageable.

That focus on anti-access is why AirSea Battle is about China—because it’s the gold standard, not because anyone expects, let alone wants, war in the Western Pacific.

The Technology

Anti-access is a catchy new name for the old concept of layered defense. Like all naval officers, I was reared on it. Think about air defense. When an aircraft-carrier task force goes in harm’s way, commanders dispatch “combat air patrols” around the fleet, concentrating along the “threat axis,” or direction from which air attack appears most likely. Interceptors from the carrier air wing constitute the first, outermost line of defense.

Then come surface-to-air missiles from the fleet’s picket ships. If attackers get past the fighter- and missile-engagement zones, “point” defenses such as short-range radar-guided missiles or gatling guns essay a last-ditch effort. Each defensive system engages assailants as they come within reach. Multiple engagements translate into multiple chances for a kill, improving the fleet’s chances of withstanding the assault. A corollary: defenses become denser and denser as an adversary closes in.

The same logic applies to coastal defense but on a grand scale. A nation intent on warding off adversaries fields a variety of weapons and platforms to strike at sea and aloft. These systems have varying ranges and design parameters. Tactical aircraft can fly hundreds of miles offshore and fire missiles that extend their lethal reach still farther. Missile-armed patrol boats have small fuel tanks and limited at-sea endurance, so they stick relatively close to home. The same goes for diesel-electric submarines.

If anti-access is about mounting layered defenses, AirSea Battle is about developing technologies and tactics for penetrating them. Thus, in some sense China and America are replaying the interwar years. War planning commenced in earnest following World War I. Imperial Japan planned to shut the U.S. Pacific Fleet out of the waters, skies and landmasses within a defense perimeter enclosing the Western Pacific, the China seas, Southeast Asia and parts of the Bay of Bengal. Not to be outdone, U.S. Navy officers devised and tested out war plans for breaching Japanese anti-access measures.

Weirdly, planners on both sides of the Pacific largely agreed on how the coming conflict would unfold. Japan would lash out at the U.S.-held Philippines. U.S. leaders would order the Pacific Fleet to relieve the islands, confronting the Imperial Japanese Navy with a numerical mismatch. Anti-access, Japanese style, meant forward-deploying warplanes to islands along the defense perimeter and submarines to adjacent waters. Aerial and undersea attacks would whittle the U.S. fleet down as it lumbered westward—evening the odds before a decisive battle somewhere in Asian waters.

Submarines and land-based tactical aircraft remain among the panoply of anti-access weaponry. Complementing them are missile-armed patrol boats acting as offshore pickets; shore-fired antiship cruise missiles; and antiship ballistic missiles with ranges conservatively estimated at over nine hundred statute miles. Beijing would expect the PLA Navy surface fleet to handle whatever remnants of the U.S. Pacific Fleet limped into East Asian waters following repeated aerial and subsurface onslaughts.

The Human Element

The hardware dimension of the U.S.-China strategic competition, however, is inextricable from the all-important human dimension. Weapons don’t fight wars, as strategic thinkers from U.S. Air Force colonel John Boyd to Chinese Communist Party chairman Mao Zedong remind us; people who operate weapons do. Both individuals and the big institutions they serve have deep-seated worldviews and ideas about how to cope with the strategic surroundings. A culture that comports with strategic and operational circumstances represents an asset. A culture that flouts reality is a huge liability.

So the struggle between AirSea Battle and anti-access is about more than developing gee-whiz technologies. A culture war is brewing between two great powers with very different conceptions of the relationship among land, air and sea power. And again, ideas matter. As naval historian Julian S. Corbett explains, armaments are “the expression in material of strategical and tactical ideas that prevail at any given time.” What hardware a nation’s armed forces acquire speaks volumes about how strategic leaders think about war—and how they may wage it.

China conceives of land-based forces as intrinsic to sea power and has done so at least since the inception of the People’s Republic. This composite conception of sea power comes as second nature for the PLA. Mao Zedong reportedly issued the PLA Navy’s founders three curt instructions: “fly, dive, fast!” Commanders, that is, premised maritime defense on short-range aircraft flying from airfields ashore, diesel submarines diving beneath the waves, and fast patrol boats armed with guns and missiles. These were the ancestors of today’s ultramodern anti-access force.

Maoist China viewed sea power as more than the fleet. It was an amalgam of seagoing and land-based platforms and weaponry. Accordingly, the navy remained close to home throughout Mao’s long tenure as CCP chairman. That’s markedly different from the U.S. Navy, which kept squadrons on foreign station from its earliest history. Forward deployment is in American seafarers’ DNA. Think Thomas Jefferson and the Barbary Wars. China, by contrast, has not forward deployed warships since the Ming Dynasty—and even then it did so only intermittently. The ongoing counterpiracy deployment off Somalia thus marks a break with centuries of historical practice.

The PLA Navy has remained true to its Maoist history even while constructing a blue-water fleet. Coastal defense remains the service’s core function, although it has vastly expanded its defensive zone.

If the PLA Navy needs to reinvent its institutional culture to operate far from Chinese coasts, the U.S. military faces an even stiffer cultural challenge in orienting itself to new realities. The post–Cold War U.S. military came to see naval power as a supporting arm of land power. The U.S. Navy projected power onto distant shores, supporting the army, Marines and air force as these sister services prosecuted air and ground campaigns in theaters such as Iraq and Afghanistan.

Facing no competitor of the Soviet Navy’s stature, the U.S. Navy leadership issued guidance stating that the navy could assume it commanded the sea. There was no one to contest its mastery. Thus, in the words of the 1992 directive "...From the Sea," the service could “afford to de-emphasize efforts in some naval warfare areas.” In practice, that meant capabilities like antisubmarine warfare and mine countermeasures—capabilities critical to surviving and prospering in anti-access settings—languished for two decades.

Only now are they being rejuvenated. As the anti-access challenge has come into focus, the navy has started scrambling to upgrade its weaponry and relearn half-forgotten skills. In all likelihood, the air force is in worse straits. Despite Billy Mitchell’s early experiments with using air power to defend American coasts—remember his famous 1920 sinking of a battleship from the air—the modern U.S. Air Force does not consider fighting at sea one of its central purposes. The services have some way to go before they can put forth the cohesive effort AirSea Battle demands.

Punching The Pillow

In short, the Asian continental power takes a holistic view of sea power, while the power that rules the waves thinks of sea power as subsidiary to land power. This cultural inversion would favor PLA defenders in a U.S.-China war. After all, fighting offshore is familiar terrain for them, whereas U.S. leaders long assumed they no longer had to fight for sea control. The services must dispel that ingrained assumption. The advantage goes to China unless the U.S. Navy and Air Force undertake a cultural transformation ahead of time, learning to work together in the maritime domain.

Reinventing military institutions in peacetime invariably poses a high-order leadership challenge. It often takes some trauma—like defeat—to clear minds. What to do, short of that doomsday scenario?

First, we need an official AirSea Battle concept to jolt the services into action and impart direction. Let’s publish one. Second, the navy and air force must embrace the concept, forging themselves into a joint weapon of sea combat. And third, national leaders must hold the services accountable for this project. Franklin Roosevelt once compared the U.S. Navy to a pillow. Civilian officials could punch it as hard as they liked, but it sprang back to the same shape. One suspects the U.S. Air Force bureaucracy is the same way.

Keep punching, Washington.

James Holmes is an associate professor of strategy at the Naval War College.
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International Undersea Warfare News
Submarine documents lost from sonar

The Portugal News, Aug. 16

Portuguese Defence Minister said this week that he did not know which documents regarding the recent purchase of two German submarines had gone missing from his ministry but stated he was “happy to assist” in any way he could.

José Pedro Aguiar-Branco said all documents regarding the contracts had the seal of the Accounts Tribunal and were in the ministry.

The minister asked the Attorney-General’s Office to say “what documents are missing, when they went astray and where they disappeared from”.

Portuguese newspaper Jornal de Notícias said last weekend that the public prosecutor could not find certain documents regarding the final wording of the acquisition, financing and offset agreement conditions for the purchase.

Portugal’s purchase of the two submarines has been embroiled in numerours cases of alleged corruption and ‘shady deals’ involving alleged ‘kick-backs’ for political party coffers and unfulfilled defence offset agreements.
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Large Anti-Submarine Ship Admiral Chabanenko To Take Part In Northern Eagle 2012 Exercise

Moscow Interfax, Aug. 17

SEVEROMORSK -- The Northern Fleet's large anti-submarine ship Admiral Chabanenko has left the main base of the Northern Fleet to take part in the Northern Eagle 2012 international naval exercise, NF spokesman 1st rank captain Vadim Serga told Interfax-AVN on Thursday.

"The ship will spend four days making a passage across the Barents and Norwegian seas, about 900 nautical miles long, to the Norwegian port of Bodo, where Russian sailors will meet with the crews of other ships participating in the international exercise," the officer said.

During the exercise the Norwegian Navy will be represented by the Nordkapp coastal patrol vessel; the U.S. Navy, by the Arleigh Burke class guided missile destroyer, he said.

The exercise will take place in four parts of the Norwegian and Barents Seas. While on the way from Bodo to Severomorsk on August 21-25, the ship crews will take part in joint air defense drills, countering attacks by small fast targets, helping a ship in distress, rescuing man overboard, performing joint maneuvers in daytime and night conditions, and organizing communication between the participant ships.

The active phase of Northern Eagle 2012 will involve naval aviation crews from the Northern Fleet and the Norwegian Air Force.
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Sub in seabed collision, opposition parties demand an explanation

Bizcommunity.com, Aug. 16

South African Navy submarine SAS Queen Modjadji I (S103) was put out of action after colliding with the seabed, Ports and Ships website says.

The German-built submarine, one of three in South Africa's arsenal, was on a cruise along the eastern seaboard when the accident occurred, according to Ports and Ships website. Reports say the submarine nosedived into the sea floor while doing submerged 

safety drills.

The submarine was able to surface and proceeded to Durban where an inspection revealed denting of her forward hull. The submarine subsequently sailed for Simon's Town to undergo repairs. 
Opposition parties demanded an explanation as to how the accident occurred, pointing out that another submarine, SAS Manthatisi (S101) has been out of the water for some time following a series of problems, Ports and Ships website reports.
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Russia to Lay Down New Diesel Sub for Black Sea Fleet

Rianovosti.com, Aug. 16

The Admiralty Shipyard in St. Petersburg will lay down on Friday a new Varshavyanka class diesel-electric submarine for Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, the company said.

Stary Oskol will be the third in a series of six Varshavyanka class submarines which are expected to join the fleet by 2016. The first sub, the Novorossiisk, was laid down in August 2010, followed by Rostov-on-Don in November 2011.

The Varshavyanka class is an improved version of the Kilo class submarines, featuring advanced “stealth” technology, extended combat range and ability to strike land, surface and underwater targets.

These submarines are mainly intended for anti-shipping and anti-submarine missions in relatively shallow waters.

The vessels, crewed by 52 submariners, have an underwater speed of 20 knots, a cruising range of 400 miles (electric propulsion) with the ability to patrol for 45 days. They are armed with 18 torpedoes and eight surface-to-air missiles.

There is only one submarine, the Alrosa, a Kilo class vessel, currently in service with the Black Sea Fleet. The Alrosa joined the Russian Navy in 1990.
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New Ballistic Missile Sub To Join Fleet In September

RIA NOVOSTI, Aug. 17

MOSCOW -- Russia's newest ballistic missile submarine (SSBN), the Project 955 Borey class boat Yury Dolgoruky, will be handed over to the fleet in September, a source in United Shipbuilding Corporation said on Friday.

"The formal signing of the handover of the Yury Dolgorukyboat to the Defense Ministry will take place in September," the source said.

Previously, the navy had said the boat would enter service in July, and then August.

The boat has completed a range of sea trials including a firing of a Bulava ballistic missile in December 2011.

Its sister ship, the Alexander Nevsky, will carry out a further Bulava test launch in November "as part of its state trials," he said.

The Borey class will become the mainstay of the Russian Navy's strategic nuclear deterrent force, replacing older Project 667 (NATO Delta 4) boats. The class will consist of eight boats, all armed with Bulava missiles.

Russia to Lay Down New Diesel Sub for Black Sea Fleet

RIA NOVOSTI, Aug. 17
ST. PETERSBURG -- The Admiralty Shipyard in St. Petersburg will lay down on Friday a new Varshavyanka class diesel-electric submarine for Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, the company said.

Stary Oskol will be the third in a series of six Varshavyanka class submarines which are expected to join the fleet by 2016. The first sub, the Novorossiisk, was laid down in August 2010, followed by Rostov-on-Don in November 2011.

The Varshavyanka class is an improved version of the Kilo class submarines, featuring advanced “stealth” technology, extended combat range and ability to strike land, surface and underwater targets.

These submarines are mainly intended for anti-shipping and anti-submarine missions in relatively shallow waters.

The vessels, crewed by 52 submariners, have an underwater speed of 20 knots, a cruising range of 400 miles (electric propulsion) with the ability to patrol for 45 days. They are armed with 18 torpedoes and eight surface-to-air missiles.

There is only one submarine, the Alrosa, a Kilo class vessel, currently in service with the Black Sea Fleet. The Alrosa joined the Russian Navy in 1990.
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