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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 
1942: USS Tambor (SS-198): Near Ponape, Tambor fired a spread of 3 torpedoes at a freighter and her escort. The 1st hit the target amidships and the other 2 aft, blowing off the stern. Shinsei Maru No. 6 quickly sank.

1944: USS Muskallunge (SS-262): Off French Indochina Muskallunge sank the 7,163 ton passenger-cargo ship Durban Maru before being severely depth charged.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

RIMPAC Reminds The World That U.S. Is Military Partner Of Choice

San Diego Union-Tribune, Aug. 19

My U.S. 3rd Fleet team and I recently returned to our San Diego headquarters after leading the six-week Rim of the Pacific, or RIMPAC, the world’s largest international maritime exercise, held in and around Hawaii every two years. 

As the United States expands and intensifies its already significant role in the Asia-Pacific, the success of RIMPAC 2012 should serve as a reminder of three important points: that our Navy remains committed to protecting security and stability in the Pacific, that other nations with interests in the Pacific want to partner with us, and that no other nation can put together such a broad maritime coalition. While these points may not be new, they have never been more relevant, as we work with our partners to build a safe, secure and prosperous Pacific region. 

The great ocean to our west has defined us as a Pacific nation for nearly 200 years. This year we mark the bicentennial of the War of 1812. It was during that war, in 1813, that our Navy first ventured into the Pacific to defend our young nation’s right to use the sea lanes. By the end of World War II, our Navy had become the key guarantor of freedom of the seas in the Pacific, a freedom that allowed maritime commerce to flourish and has led to the prosperity that can be seen here at home and throughout much of the Pacific Rim today. 

The series of RIMPAC exercises began in 1971, before most of the participants in this year’s RIMPAC were born. Through 23 RIMPAC exercises, the consistency of this long-standing, active dedication to international naval cooperation shows our friends and allies the strength of our commitment to ensuring freedom of the sea lanes in the Pacific. 

The Pacific Ocean is vast, and no one nation can safeguard security and stability throughout the seas alone. RIMPAC 2012 showed that now, as much as any time in history, the U.S. Navy is the partner of choice for those nations that have interests in the Pacific. Forces from 22 nations, each with its own training objectives, participated in RIMPAC 2012. That’s more than ever before and an increase of greater than 50 percent over the 14 nations that participated just two years ago. 

For example, Russia participated for the first time, sending three ships to work alongside ships from other participating navies, including our own. Make no mistake: RIMPAC is a “pay-to-play” exercise, so these nations invested significant resources to send their forces great distances to train as part of RIMPAC. 

No nation makes an investment of that magnitude lightly. Why did they choose to participate? They certainly valued the chance to use world-class training ranges in the Hawaiian operating area, but more importantly, they had the unique opportunity to work as part of a coalition of forces unmatched in any other maritime exercise. 

No other nation could assemble such a broad maritime coalition. RIMPAC 2012 included 46 ships and submarines, more than 200 aircraft and 25,000 personnel. Beyond the numbers, however, are the innumerable relationships forged among Sailors, Marines, soldiers, airmen and Coast Guardsmen from countries that all share one interest — the Pacific Ocean. If you ask people throughout the Pacific Rim, they will tell you it is not a matter of if, but a matter of when, the next crisis or natural disaster occurs. 

RIMPAC provides the opportunity for maritime forces to build understanding and cooperation before that next crisis or disaster. That’s why a couple of firsts during RIMPAC 2012 were so significant. 

For the first time, non-U.S. officers commanded the “functional components” of RIMPAC — Commodore Stuart Mayer of the Royal Australian Navy led the maritime component, which included all forces at sea, and Brig. Gen. Michael Hood of the Royal Canadian Air Force led the air component. My vice commander was Rear Adm. Fumiyuki Kitagawa of the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force, and my deputy commander was Rear Adm. Ron Lloyd of the Royal Canadian Navy. Thus, the senior leadership group represented the international flavor of RIMPAC overall. 

Another important first of RIMPAC 2012 was that it marked the first time that we included a significant humanitarian assistance/disaster relief training scenario. RIMPAC 2012 provided relevant, realistic training that built partnerships not only among international naval and military forces, but also interagency and civil partnerships that had not been exercised before. 

Our Navy prepares to win wars but operates to preserve peace. There is no better example of how our Navy operates to preserve peace than RIMPAC 2012, as we remain a valued partner for nations with interests in the Pacific. This exercise demonstrated as clearly as the crystal blue waters of the Pacific that our Navy remains steadfastly committed to the security and stability of the region. Operating with our partners to preserve peace and prosperity is one of the most important things we can do. That’s why planning for RIMPAC 2014 has already begun. 

Vice Adm. Gerald R. Beaman, commander of the Navy’s 3rd Fleet, wrote this commentary for U-T San Diego.
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End Impasse On Defense Cuts 

Virginian Pilot, Aug. 21 

WASHINGTON -- President Barack Obama is calling on both parties to compromise in order to head off cuts in military spending set to take effect next year - and he made it clear he expects the wealthiest Americans to do their part, too.

"Democrats have to understand we're going to need some additional spending cuts, and Republicans have to understand we're going to need some additional revenues," Obama said Monday in an Oval Office interview with The Virginian-Pilot, part of a regional media outreach offered by the White House.

Some analysts have said that if the $500 billion in defense cuts set to begin in January go into effect, up to 200,000 workers could lose their jobs in Virginia - a key swing state in this fall's presidential election.

Obama said he thinks Congress will figure out a way to head off the looming cuts, known as sequestration, and he rebutted criticism from some Republicans that he is partly responsible for them. Congress included a provision in last year's budget calling for across-the-board reductions if a bipartisan committee failed to find a way to reduce the deficit. It failed.

"We ran two wars on a credit card and that contributed to our deficits," Obama said. "We had, at the same time, big tax cuts, many of them going to the wealthiest Americans."

The president had a clear message for Republican lawmakers.

"The only thing that's standing in the way of us solving this problem right now is the unwillingness of some members of Congress to ask people like me - people who've done very well, millionaires, billionaires - to pay a little bit more, in part, to preserve the freedoms that we hold dear. There's no reason we can't get a deficit-reduction package that takes sequestration completely off the table."

Obama did not provide any details Monday about how the Navy specifically, or the Hampton Roads region, might be affected if the cuts happen. Asked whether orders for big-ticket military hardware - like aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines built in Newport News - are in jeopardy, Obama was noncommittal.

"We're preparing for contingencies," he said. "But I've been very clear in my budget that we need to continue to have aircraft carriers that do the job, that we can't scrimp on technologies that help keep our men and women safe and allow them to fight effectively where needed."

By Sept. 6, the Obama administration will issue a report to Congress about how the cuts would be implemented. The president referred to that process as "a useful exercise," giving people a sense of the magnitude of the cuts. But ultimately, politicians have to choose.

"If the choice is between sequester going through or tax cuts continuing for millionaires and billionaires, I think it's pretty clear what the American people would choose. And Congress needs to follow the lead of the American people in doing the right thing," Obama said.

In addition to raising income taxes on wealthy Americans, the president advocated closing corporate loopholes "like $4 billion in taxpayer subsidies to oil companies right now when they're making big profits every time you go fill up at the pump."

Even if the cuts take effect, Obama said, the Navy's elite commandos need not worry.

"We're going to do what we need to keep our SEALs operating. They are the point of the spear in our battle against terrorism," he said. "We're not going to see our SEAL teams impacted. We need them to keep us safe."

He said he isn't bothered by charges from a political action committee called the Special Operations Education Fund, founded by Scott Taylor, a former SEAL from Virginia Beach, that accuse Obama of taking too much credit for the killing of Osama bin Laden last year.

"I don't take these folks too seriously," Obama said. "One of their members is a birther who denies I was born here, despite evidence to the contrary. You've got another who was a tea party candidate in a recent election. This kind of stuff springs up before election time."

He described the bin Laden raid, carried out by Virginia Beach-based Navy SEALs, as "an example of the United States government working as it should to protect the American people."

As for the possibility that the Navy will move an aircraft carrier from Norfolk to Jacksonville, Fla., Obama said that decision is at least five years off.

"I tend to view this entirely through the lens of how do we keep America secure and ensure that our naval operations are at peak form, that we're ready for any contingency? Obviously, Norfolk has done an extraordinary job. I will continue to get briefings from the Pentagon in terms of how they think we can best configure our forces to meet the challenges of the 21st century. But this is not something that's slated to happen any time soon."

The president said he plans to visit Fort Monroe, the historic Hampton fort that until recently was home to an Army base. He designated part of the bayfront property as a national monument last year.

He isn't sure whether he'll visit before the Nov. 6 election, but he will make an appearance there, he said.

"It's an important part of our history and our heritage that I want everybody to be aware of."Interview With Pres. Barack Obama

(FIRST COAST NEWS (FL) 20 AUG 12) Donna Deegan

WASHINGTON -- On Monday afternoon, First Coast News anchor Donna Deegan sat down with President Barack Obama for a one-on-one interview. 

They talked about Medicare, and how Jacksonville's military could be affected if potential sequestration cuts go through.

View Clip (RT: 8:45)
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St. Marys Airport Authority wants skydiving business to explain how it will keep jumpers off Kings Bay

Now the St. Marys Airport Authority wants to discuss errant jumpers.

Florida Times-Union, Aug. 21

The St. Marys Airport Authority will hold a special meeting Wednesday to address security concerns about skydivers from the airport landing next door on Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base.

When it meets at 5 p.m., the authority wants Cathy Kloess, owner of the The Jumping Place, to explain any actions she has taken to ensure that skydivers who lift off from the airport don’t hit the ground at Kings Bay as two did Aug. 12. They also want to know why a recent threat of suspensions and other remedies weren’t put in place earlier, given that seven parachutists have landed on the base in the past three years.

Among them were the following:

July 31, 2010, two skydivers landed inside the base perimeter, according to a Navy account provided to the authority. The more experienced of the two divers said she lost visibility when her face shield broke and it was too late to change her landing spot when she saw she was over Kings Bay. The second diver said he followed her down to make sure she wasn’t injured.

They were detained, checked through national and state crime databases and then released with a warning that landing inside the base perimeter was not authorized. They were told a second occurrence could result in criminal trespass charges.

Nov. 27, 2011, a security officer on patrol spotted a skydiver walking the perimeter with his parachute in his hand. After he was read his Miranda rights, the parachutist told officers that he had been blown off course.

He was given a trespass warning and released to a fellow skydiver.

March 3, a Fort Stewart soldier was blown off course and landed on the base. After a check of the criminal databases, he was released to “his chain of command,’’ a sergeant from Fort Stewart.

The two skydivers that landed on a Kings Bay softball field Aug. 12 had no identification. They were detained until they could prove who they were.

That incident came within days of Kloess’ signing of a permit with the Airport Authority that laid out certain rules including making a portion of the airport the drop zone.

In the wake of those unauthorized landings, Kloess put in new procedures, the first of which is to require that all skydivers, “must have a driver’s license or passport on your person when you skydive with us.”

She also requires that they review aerial photos of the drops zone at the airport and the surrounding areas and a safety briefing DVD. They must also review aerial photos before exiting the airplane.

Kloess said The Jumping Place staff understands it is not always possible to hit the drop zone and that they expect skydivers to find safe landing zones when necessary. “The base, however, should only be used as a last resort,’’ she wrote.

The Navy has said it doesn’t want any skydivers landing on Kings Bay and that it has been a security concern since the two jumpers landed there two years ago. In its role as home port to Ohio-class submarines with ballistic missiles, Kings Bay has some highly restricted areas with “robust security,’’ the Navy has said.

Any skydiver landing on the base in the future will get an automatic 30-day suspension from The Jumping Place and a second offense “will probably result” in a lifetime suspension, Kloess wrote in an email.

The Airport Authority says in addition to Kloess, it wants the Navy and a representative from the Federal Aviation Administration to attend the meeting.
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Navy says it will fix USS Miami

Unionleader.com, Aug. 20

PORTLAND, Maine — As the Navy announced it will repair the USS Miami, the case progressed against a former shipyard worker accused of setting fires that caused about $400 million in damage to the nuclear submarine.

Casey James Fury, 24, of Portsmouth, N.H., was charged with two counts of arson after he confessed to setting a four-alarm fire aboard the Los Angeles-class attack submarine May 23 and a second fire in the dry dock June 12. He also said he pulled a fire alarm June 19.

Fury, who worked as a civilian painter at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for the past two years, has been held since his arrest July 20.

On Aug. 14, Magistrate Judge David M. Cohen granted the defense's uncontested request to extend the indictment deadline in order to allow arson experts to have more time to review the evidence.

Fury's attorney, David Beneman, and Assistant U.S. Attorney Darcie McElwee, who have both dealt with “significant arson cases in the past” agreed to the request, especially since the government would need to present the matter to a federal grand jury by Wednesday, according to court records.

“Given the complexity of the forensic and evidentiary issues involved, and in particularly the need for a full expert evaluation of the defendant before a determination can be made on resolution pre-indictment, the defense needs additional time to complete the expert evaluation,” Cohen wrote in the order.

On Friday, Navy Lt. Courtney Hillson announced the Navy planned to repair the damaged sub, which has been in dry dock in the shipyard since March. While engineering assessments continue, the fire was contained to forward compartments, thus away from the nuclear reactor, which was shut down during repairs.
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International Undersea Warfare News
Navy 'Running Out Of Sailors To Man Submarines’

Britain’s nuclear deterrent is at risk because the Navy does not have enough sailors to man its submarines, Ministry of Defence officials admit

London Telegraph (UK), Aug. 20

Internal documents warn that a lack of recruits for the Submarine Service may leave attack submarines and boats carrying the Trident nuclear missile stranded in port.

A separate threat comes from a predicted 15 per cent shortfall in engineers by 2015.

One in seven posts for weapons officers at the rank of lieutenant will also be vacant, raising operational questions over the boats equipped with nuclear and cruise missiles.

Many submariners are being poached by the civilian nuclear sector and those who remain are being forced to go to sea for longer and more frequently.

Adml Lord West, the former First Sea Lord, said the situation was “very worrying” and he hoped the Navy had mechanisms in place to make up for the shortfall.

The gaps facing the Submarine Service are disclosed in the Risk Register of the Defence Nuclear Executive Board.

Under the “Risk” heading of “Submarine Manpower,” the MoD’s internal safety watchdog said: “There is a risk that the RN will not have sufficient suitably qualified and experienced personnel to be able to support the manning requirement of the submarine fleet.”

The Navy has a fleet of six attack submarines and four Vanguard boats that carry the Trident nuclear missile, but the personnel issues could mean they cannot be deployed.

The report found that the recruiting and retention of submariners was also threatening operations. “Inability to recruit, retain and develop sufficient nuclear and submarine design qualified personnel will result in an inability to support the Defence Nuclear Programme,” the document said.

It also questioned whether industry can deliver the Trident replacement, warning of the “erosion of manufacturing capability, cost growth, time delay, and poor performance of contractors.” The Navy is carrying out a senior officer manpower review looking at ways to improve “quality of life” for submariners. It is understood that some submarines are putting to sea with only 85 per cent of their full complement.

Submariners are subsequently being forced to deploy more frequently and do more jobs. When the hunter-killer HMS Triumph returned home earlier this year it had been at sea for 13 out of the previous 17 months. There are 5,000 submariners in the Navy, but with deployments lasting four months or more continuously under the surface it is proving difficult to attract recruits.

A “dearth of experienced mid-career people” is threatening the Service and would continue “into the next decade,” warned the Defence Nuclear Safety Regulator annual report.

Lord West said: “There’s no doubt that recruiting and keeping highly qualified nuclear engineers has been tough. Nuclear engineers have also become highly sought-after by the civil industry as this country has not trained enough.” A redacted copy of the Risk Register was provided to the Nuclear Information Service. Peter Burt, the director of NIS, which promotes nuclear safety awareness, said: “These risks highlight major pitfalls ahead and that Trident replacement is far from a forgone conclusion. How effective we are at mastering these risks will determine whether Britain can remain in the nuclear weapons business.”

A Navy spokesman said: “To ensure that the Royal Navy continues its excellent nuclear safety record, we review the nuclear propulsion programme to identify and manage any possible future risks; this report is part of that process.”
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Navy Planners Lay Out Case For Replacement Submarines

Canadian Press, Aug. 20

OTTAWA — Naval planners have started to lay the groundwork for the possible replacement of the country’s second-hand, glitch-prone Victoria-class submarines, arguing such warships are a necessary part of Canada’s arsenal.

Planners say the country will likely need bigger, quieter boats that can perform stealth missions, launch undersea robots and fire guided missiles at shore targets.

A nine-page briefing note for the country’s top military commander last year sets out the justification for keeping a submarine capability, and comes at a time when the Harper government wants budget savings in both the near- and long-term.

The report looks at what kinds of boats will be on the market between 2020 and 2050.

Ottawa was awash in rumours last spring that the current submarine program was on the chopping block because of its enormous expense and repeated setbacks, including a fatal fire aboard one boat in 2004.

“Submarines are the ultimate stealth platform, able to operate in areas where sea and air control is not assured, and to gain access to areas denied to other forces,” said a May 9, 2011, briefing for Chief of Defence Staff Walt Natynczyk.

“A capable submarine force creates uncertainty; countering them is difficult, expensive and cannot be guaranteed.”

Investing in submarines is prudent because “in the event of global tensions these relatively cheap assets will counter projection of power and hinder freedom of movement and action.”

According to defence experts, that was a veiled reference to Arctic sovereignty, which the Harper government has made key policy platform.

Dan Middlemiss, who has written extensively on naval strategy, said the government clearly sent a message to the navy last year about the current, troubled fleet, warning: “Get these boats in the water — or else.”

That the program has been in jeopardy was subtly underscored by the navy’s top commander, Vice-Admiral Paul Maddison, during an appearance before a Senate committee earlier this year.

“Assuming that Canadians will continue to see a submarine capability as a critical capability for our Canadian Forces,” he said, “I would envision initiating a next-generation submarine discussion within the next three or four years … to ensure there is no gap in submarine capability, which is what we faced in the 1990s.”

Under questioning, he was more pointed: “In terms of surveillance of our ocean approaches and the protection of our own sovereignty, I would consider a submarine capability critical.

“And so to lose that for a G8 nation, a NATO country like Canada, a country that continues to lead internationally, and aspires to lead more, I would consider that a critical loss.”

Maddison told the committee he didn’t envision replacing the four existing boats, purchased from the Royal Navy in 1998, until the late 2020s.

But it may come sooner than that.

Much hinges on whether engineers can successfully extend the service lives of HMCS Victoria, Windsor, Corner Brook and Chicoutimi, which are already nearly 20 years old.

That assessment, including affordability, is still underway, said Middlemiss, who taught at Dalhousie University Centre for Foreign Policy Studies in Halifax.

“I think there is Sword of Damocles over the heads of submarines at the moment and I know the navy, and I think the dockyard and everybody, have had this brought home repeatedly and vigorously and are now trying to play catchup,” said Middlemiss.

Other naval projects, such as supply ships and Arctic patrol vessels, have been postponed until later in the decade, and “I think most expect more cuts and outright deferral to come,” he added.

The briefing note points out that the market for submarines, especially emerging powers such as India and China, has grown by leaps and bounds, but there are still only a handful of countries in the world capable of building them.

At the top of the list is Howaldtswerke Deutsche Werft, which is a division of Thyssenkrupp Marine.

The company’s senior executives were part of a German trade delegation that accompanied Chancellor Angela Merkel to Ottawa and Halifax last week.

Middlemiss said giving up the capability would potentially leave Canada blind in the Arctic because nations are required to notify each other when their submarines are operating around the territorial waters of others.

“The current subs are, despite the bad press, incredibly useful and will still be of equal or even more value as climate change wrecks havoc in the Arctic,” he said.

The briefing note said that the traditional Second World War perception and use of submarines has been refined.

Where once they were torpedoing enemy shipping, subs are now more useful in coastline surveillance and intelligence-gathering, as well as being able to launch guided missiles at shore targets, the way U.S. and British boats did during the Libya campaign.
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