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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1942: USS Wahoo (SS-238): Wahoo departed on her 1st war patrol, seeking Japanese shipping in waters West of Truk, particularly in the area between the Hall Islands and the Namonuito Atoll.

1943: USS Searaven (SS-196): Searaven's 8th war patrol began at Midway Island. She plied the waters off the Northeastern coast of Honshu, Japan, but found no enemy ship worth a torpedo.

1944: USS Thresher (SS-200): Upon completion of voyage repairs and with John R. Middleton, Jr., now at the helm, Thresher stood out of Midway Island, bound for the Yellow Sea and East China Sea on her 14th war patrol.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

U.S. Navy: $450M To Fix Fire-Damaged Submarine

Defense News, Aug. 22

The submarine Miami, heavily damaged by an arsonist in May while drydocked at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, will cost about $450 million to fix and put back into service, the U.S. Navy said Wednesday.

The figure is about $50 million higher than the initial repair estimates, and the service admits it could change as much as an additional $45 million, or 10 percent.

The fire struck the nuclear-powered submarine shortly after the daytime work shift ended on May 23 at the shipyard in Kittery, Maine, and fire teams from as far away as Boston and Connecticut battled the blaze throughout the night and into the next morning.

The blaze was confined to the forward areas of the submarine and did not affect the reactor, the Navy said. But temperatures inside the forward hull reached extreme levels and the lower portions of the bow section were flooded by firefighters.

The fire heavily damaged or destroyed the submarine’s control room, combat systems and torpedo room.

Casey James Fury, a civilian worker at the shipyard, is accused of setting the fire and of lighting a smaller fire outside the submarine on June 16. He remains in jail, awaiting trial.

Two investigations into the fire continue, and investigators are to issue their reports in September.

The 22-year-old Miami was, at the time of the fire, about two months into a planned 20-month overhaul at the shipyard. The Navy had planned to decommission the ship in 2020 after 30 years of service, but if the fire repairs are completed at the end of April 2015, it is expected to serve another decade, or enough for five full-length deployments.

Funding for the repairs is to come in several increments. The service is asking to reprogram $100 million now to begin planning work, and is asking for $150 million in the 2013 budget.

Here is the full Navy statement on the cost of the repairs, released Aug. 22 by the Naval Sea Systems Command:

“The Navy’s revised cost estimate to restore USS Miami (SSN 755) is approximately $450 million, with an estimated date of completion for the repairs of April 30, 2015. The estimate includes 10 percent variability due to the unique nature of the repair and the cost impacts of shifting the planned maintenance availabilities of other ships and submarines.

“Navy is committed to delivering the submarine back to the fleet with no operational limitations. Once returned to service, Miami will serve for an additional 10 years with five planned full-length deployments, ready to respond to any combatant commander tasking.

“The resources and workforce to support the repair effort are expected to come from the Portsmouth Naval shipyard, private sector, as well as the local New Hampshire and Maine trades workforce.

“The Navy expects to award an advanced planning contract in September to support engineering efforts to guide the accomplishment of repairs and procure repair material, followed by the repair contract in late spring 2013.

“Since June, the Navy has continued its engineered overhaul work in areas unaffected by the May 23 fire; cleaning and ripping out areas affected by fire and water damage; completing the technical assessment of the damage; developing a strategy for completing repair; and refining the cost estimate.

“A lessons-learned oversight board composed of three-star flag officers from Naval Sea Systems Command, Commander Naval Installations Command and Commander Submarine Forces was formed in July 2012 to ensure that all valuable issues and lessons are identified and corrective actions are developed.”
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Admiral Says USS Miami Will Be Repaired; Hints At Timing For Women Submariners At Base

The Day, Aug. 22

GROTON -- Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert said Wednesday that the Navy will repair a local submarine by the middle of 2015.

The Groton-based USS Miami, which was severely damaged in a fire in May, still has 10 years remaining in its roughly 30-year service life, making it eligible for at least five more deployments.

Greenert discussed the Navy’s plans to repair the Miami (SSN 755) with reporters after an hour-long meeting at the Naval Submarine Base with Rear Adm. Richard P. Breckenridge, commander of Submarine Group Two, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn, and U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District.

During his visit, Greenert also said female submariners soon could be assigned to the base, as they will begin serving on Virginia-class submarines as early as next year.

When asked about the Navy’s plans to continue bringing women aboard submarines, Greenert, the chief of naval operations, said “It’s going very well so far,” and “now we’re ready to move to the Virginia class.”

The attack submarines have smaller state rooms so the officers will be brought in incrementally, he said. These are the only type homeported in Groton.

The Navy lifted its ban on women in 2010 and started assigning female officers first to the larger, ballistic-missile and guided-missile submarines.

“Next year we’ll be ready to do it, but we have to look closely and see who is interested, what are those numbers,” Greenert told the group in the meeting, which was webcast. “They’re not quite as high as we thought they would be, frankly, in the officer ranks.”

In his comments to reporters, Greenert said he feels comfortable that the Miami’s extensive repairs, which mostly will involve cables, pipes and some internal components, can be finished by the middle of 2015 for about $450 million. The components were overheated or damaged by the smoke during the May 23 fire at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. The shipyard worker accused of setting the submarine on fire has been charged with arson.

The Navy released a statement later Wednesday that said the estimated date to complete the repairs is April 30, 2015, so the submarine can serve for an additional decade and complete five planned full-length deployments. The Navy expects to award an advanced planning contract in September, followed by the repair contract in the spring.

The Navy is nearly finished checking the metallurgical aspects of the hull since the intense heat could have changed the circularity and metallurgical makeup, Greenert said, but he doesn’t think the hull plating will need major replacements.

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will do most of the repairs, but Greenert does expect Electric Boat to be involved, given the company’s expertise as the manufacturer of the submarine.

As Los Angeles-class submarines are retired more quickly than they are being replaced, the Navy is facing a shortfall of attack submarines. The Congressional Budget Office has suggested that the Navy could buy three attack submarines annually for many of the years between 2014 and 2023 to prevent that deficit.

EB and Newport News Shipbuilding are at a “sweet spot,” delivering submarines on time and under budget, Greenert said, so he would have to evaluate carefully any potential change to the program.

He said the Navy is looking at other ways to shorten the period of time when there will be fewer than the specified 48 attack submarines — such as performing maintenance quicker, lengthening deployments from six months to six and a half months, and extending the life of some Los Angeles-class submarines by three or four years.

A career submariner who learned his craft at the Naval Submarine School, Greenert said returning to the base Wednesday was like coming home because professionally, he “was born here.”

He said the Navy is committed to the base. While nearby Electric Boat builds and launches submarines, the base builds and launches “minds” at the submarine school and prepares “our future submarine force.”

“I think it will be here for awhile,” he said, adding his prediction that there would not be another round of base closings in the near future, and that the base will have “a bright future here in Connecticut.”

The base was nearly closed during the 2005 Base Closure and Realignment process. Blumenthal, who invited Greenert to Groton, said the admiral’s allegiance and loyalty to the base is “very apparent, which is heartening to us.”

He and Courtney said they were encouraged by the meeting since it appears as though the submarine programs are on track. They discussed the Miami repairs with Greenert, as well as the Virginia-class construction schedule, the program to build a new class of ballistic-missile submarines and the plans to develop a module with missile tubes that could boost firepower on the Virginia-class boats.

“In my view, it was a very positive and upbeat summary of where we are,” Blumenthal said.

Courtney said both congressional offices will be “well-positioned to make sure these important priorities really get across the finish line, in terms of both budget and policy bills that both of our committees are working on.”
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Shipyard fire personnel honored for battling USS Miami blaze

Seacoastonline.com, Aug. 22

KITTERY, Maine — Navy officials came to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard recently to honor some of their own.

Thirty-three members of the shipyard fire and emergency services team were awarded a Certificate of Special Achievement for their role in battling the fire aboard the USS Miami on May 23.

Presenting the awards was Carl Glover, director of fire and emergency services for Commander, Navy Installations Command.

The firefighters were given the certificate for their performance in fighting the 10-hour blaze on the Miami. "This certificate recognized the courage and commitment displayed while combating intense fire conditions under an extremely hazardous environment the evening of May 23 into the early morning hours of May 24," the certificate reads.

The firefighters were also personally thanked by Capt. Kirk Hibbert, public safety director for Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, for their team efforts that resulted in no loss of life and no serious injuries.

Also making remarks were Cmdr. Jim Barnes, shipyard deputy commander, and Regional Fire Chief Stephan Cox.

The yard's firefighters staged the response to the fire that involved some 100 area community firefighters who had never fought a fire aboard a submarine before.

According to firsthand accounts at the time, the shipyard crew created what was, in effect, a team relay, with a small group of firefighters going into the hold for 15 minutes and then coming back up before the next team went down.

Former shipyard worker Casey Fury has been charged with arson in connection with the Miami blaze and a second small fire outside the submarine several weeks later. In court documents filed last week, Fury's attorney indicated the case may be resolved soon, without a grand jury indictment. Fury has confessed to the offenses on videotape.

The Navy last week indicated it would rebuild the Miami, at a cost expected to be around $400 million.
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CNO Returns to the Submarine Capital of the World, Discusses Future of the U.S. Navy

Navy News, Aug. 22

GROTON, Conn. (NNS) -- Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Adm. Jonathan Greenert visited Naval Submarine Base New London, the Submarine Capital of the World, and spoke with more than 1,300 Sailors during an all hands call, Aug. 22. 

During the nearly two-hour conversation with Groton-based Sailors, which was streamed live online via livestream.com, Greenert spoke on a variety of topics to include undersea dominance, cyber warfare, future manning levels and the future of the force as a whole. 

"This is a great opportunity for Sailors across the U.S. Navy Fleet to watch the all hands call, join the conversation and ask questions through the live chat feature on the website," said Greenert in a Facebook post a few days prior to the event. During the conversation, Greenert also took questions both from the audience and online viewers. 

While addressing the packed auditorium at Dealey Center, Greenert reflected on returning to Naval Submarine Base New London, where his professional career began. 

"This is like coming home," said Greenert, who added that the last time he sat in the auditorium at Dealey; he watched the popular movie, the Matrix. 

"I was professionally born here and all submariners are born in Groton, Conn., at the Naval Submarine Base," said Greenert. "This is where we build and launch our submarines to go to sea and this is the place where we intellectually build our submariners." 

Greenert added that having the base in proximity to where we launch our submarines "on time and under budget" is also where "we launch our best minds" of the submarine force. 

Greenert also reflected on how the Naval Submarine base has evolved and its importance to the U.S. Navy and submarine force.

"We must continue to own the undersea domain," said Greenert.

The CNO also discussed the Navy's shift to the Asia-Pacific Region and the submarine force's role. 

"We are rebalancing to the Asia Pacific that is the key part of our maritime defense strategy and another key part of the defense strategy is we have to own the undersea domain which is very clearly written and the submarine force is the centerpiece of that," said Greenert.

Before the all hands call began, the CNO reenlisted six Sailors from Naval Submarine Base New London assigned commands. He thanked the Sailors families for their ongoing support.

"Thank you for your support of your son or daughter," said Greenert, who instructed all Sailors to call, text or email their mothers this week and thank them for her support. 

The Sailors who were reenlisted by the CNO include: Information Technology Submarines Second Class (SS) Timothy E. Cockrell, USS San Juan (SSN 751); Logistics Specialist Second Class (SS) Andrew J. Jolley, USS San Juan (SSN 751); Engineman Second Class John C. Kovac III, Naval Submarine Base New London Port Operations; Personnel Specialist Second Class Shana L. Michaud, Naval Operational Support Center New London; Logistics Specialist Third Class Rafael Munoz, USS Dallas (SSN 700), and Electronics Technician Third Class Nestor Gallardo, Naval Submarine Support Facility.

Prior to the all-hands call, the CNO also met with Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) and Congressman Joe Courtney (D-CT) at Naval Submarine Base New London. 

During the CNO's visit to the base, he also saw firsthand the continuing infrastructure improvements to include a 500-foot-long, 65-foot-wide pier; a six-lane, synthetic track and field with a 400-meter rubberized surface; and a high-tech, 20-lane indoor small arms range.
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Nuclear Energy Industry and Navy Establish Formal Partnership for Vets

Nuclear Energy Institute, Aug. 22

ATLANTA—The civilian nuclear energy industry and the U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program signed an agreement today establishing the first systematic program that allows personnel separating from the Navy to seamlessly transition to civilian employment. The agreement of understanding is the first, formal partnership between the Navy and the nuclear energy industry designed to put veterans to work in the growing domestic nuclear energy field.

“This is an exciting day. The nuclear industry expects to hire about 25,000 more workers over the next four years, and this agreement allows us to bring in experienced, highly skilled people who deserve rewarding civilian careers after selfless service to their country,” said Tony Pietrangelo, the Nuclear Energy Institute’s senior vice president and chief nuclear officer.

Nuclear-trained naval personnel who have decided to leave the service following the end of their commitment will have the option to have their contact information provided to industry recruiters with the nearly 30 companies that have signed the agreement of understanding.

“Establishing this agreement with the nuclear energy industry facilitates the Navy’s access to the graduates of the commercial Nuclear Uniform Curriculum Program to provide them opportunities to serve as nuclear-trained sailors. Additionally, Navy veterans can request their contact information be provided to commercial industry recruiters allowing former sailors more opportunities to use their hard-earned skills after they decide to leave the Navy. Both of these are right for the Navy and the nation,” said Steve Trautman, the deputy director of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program.

The agreement expands from the civilian sector to also include recruitment by the Navy for enlisted positions through the industry’s Nuclear Uniform Curriculum Program, a partnership with 38 community college to educate the next generation of nuclear technicians, operators and maintenance personnel.

The uniform curriculum program was designed to ensure a pipeline of talent trained to high, consistent standards at all the participating schools.

The agreement will allow the Navy to directly recruit from the partner colleges, which will promote multiple career opportunities after graduation to now include the Navy as well as industry and government.

“The beauty of this agreement is that it provides a multi-avenue flow for training the next generation of nuclear workers who can gain the skills and experience needed through formal education in or out of the military, on-the-job training or both that ensures a bright future in a growing industry,” Pietrangelo said.

Nuclear energy facilities operating in 31 states provide electricity to one of every five U.S. homes and businesses. Five reactors are under construction in three states—Georgia, South Carolina and Tennessee—and 73 of the nation’s 104 reactors over the past decade have received 20-year license extensions from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission; additional license renewal applications are pending with the NRC. Nearly all operating reactors are expected to receive extended operating licenses that will permit them to continue producing electricity to sustain U.S. economic growth past 2030 up to mid-century.

Numerous independent studies have projected the need for dozens of additional nuclear energy facilities to be built in the next few decades to help meet rising electricity demand and replace retiring fossil-fueled power plants facing increasingly stringent air-quality requirements. Nuclear energy facilities supply about two-thirds of the electricity produced by low-carbon sources in the United States.
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Lt. Governor to Unveil the USS NORTH DAKOTA Crest

www.bismarckmandan.com/ussnorthdakota, Aug. 22

Aug. 22, 2012 (Bismarck-Mandan, ND) - Lt. Gov. Drew Wrigley will unveil the crest of the new fast attack, nuclear-powered submarine USS NORTH DAKOTA (SSN-784) on Friday, Aug. 24 in the Great Hall at the North Dakota State Capitol. The final crest is the culmination of a design process that started with entries submitted by North Dakota residents and ended with the crew signing off on an impressive and extremely symbolic icon.

What: Unveiling of the USS NORTH DAKOTA (SSN-784) crest

Who:  Lt. Gov. Drew Wrigley, USS North Dakota Committee Chairman Bob Wefald and special guests

When: Friday, Aug. 24 at 11 a.m.


Where: Great Hall, North Dakota State Capitol

Why:  To promote and support the USS NORTH DAKOTA, which is the first nuclear, VIRGINIA-Class submarine named after our state.

Media is encouraged to attend the event. Committee Chairman Bob Wefald and others will be on hand for interviews.
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Corps Of Engineers Issues Final Permit For Navy Wharf

Kitsap Sun, Aug. 22 

BANGOR — The Navy can start building a second explosives handling wharf at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor.

The Army Corps of Engineers issued the final permit needed for the $715 million project Tuesday, it announced Wednesday. The wharf will be used to load and unload ballistic missiles from Trident submarines.

Work is expected to begin in early September and be completed by January 2016.

"I have determined, based on all the data and analysis available to the Corps, that the proposal is the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative available to the applicant and is not contrary to the public interest," said Col. Bruce Estok, the Corps' Seattle District commander.

The existing wharf needs frequent maintenance and is undergoing pile replacement that limits its availability to 200 days a year. That's not enough to support the base's eight Trident ballistic-missile submarines, which can each carry 24 missiles, the Navy says.

The project includes a 625-foot by 250-foot overwater wharf, a 688-foot by 40-foot warping wharf for a waiting sub, 80,000 square feet of trestled roads on which trucks can haul missiles to and from the boats, and an access road. The facility will cover 6.3 acres of Hood Canal and require up to 1,250 piles.

The Navy in May selected a Virginia joint venture comprising Skanska USA Civil, American Bridge and Nova Group to perform $331 million of the work.

In July, the Navy said it agreed to pay nearly $9 million for fish and shellfish enhancement projects to compensate Indian tribes for damages from the wharf's construction and operation. It will also contribute more than $6.9 million toward environmental mitigation through the Hood Canal Coordinating Council. The council is in the process of choosing the projects.

The Environmental Impact Statement can be viewed at www.nbkeis.com/ehw/.
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International Undersea Warfare News

Debate On ASEAN's Future Unfolds

South China Morning Post, Aug. 23

Welcome to the battle for Asean's soul. After the historic breakdown within the Association of South East Asian Nations over the South China Sea at itea at its annual meeting in Phnom Penh, a broader debate is unfolding over its future unity and its long-term relationship with China.

The failure of the 10-nation grouping to produce even a routine communique amid a squabble over the wording of a reference to recent South China Sea tensions was seen by many analysts - and some of China's state press - as a diplomatic victory in the short term for Beijing, denoting its growing influence.

The breakdown has poisoned prospects for progress this year on a once-vaunted code of conduct between Asean and China to govern tensions - another potential victory for Beijing, which has long demanded one-to-one talks with individual claimants to demarcate the South China Sea even as it dealt with the grouping as a whole.

Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi repeatedly stressed the importance of China's ties with an integrated and cohesive Asean during a trip to Brunei, Indonesia and Malaysia earlier this month. But Asean envoys said little progress was made on restarting shelved talks ne xt month to finalise the code of conduct.

Amid the ongoing tensions, questions are building in staterooms and diplomatic salons: is Asean being permanently weakened by its struggle over the South China Sea? And is a weakened Southeast Asia in Beijing's long-term interests?

Ian Storey, of Singapore's Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), said perceptions that Asean was weak in the face of growing security challenges could force its members to intensify efforts to forge individual security arrangements.

That trend is already under way, and goes beyond America's high-profile "pivot" back to Asia. The Philippines, a South China Sea claimant, is considering requesting 10 large Japanese coast guard cutters under aid talks with Tokyo, while Vietnam is getting Indian naval training to prepare for receiving its first submarines from Russia this year.

"Commentaries in the Chinese press have portrayed the recent breakdown as a victory for China," said Storey. "But what we are talking about could prove merely a tactical victory on the road to something that becomes a strategic setback in the longer term as countries concerned about China's rise go their own way and drag in powers from outside the region in ways that are definitely against China's interests."

Peking University scholar Zha Daojiong said China had no interest in a divided Asean, but it had to be careful that, over the long term, Asean do es not evolve like the Arab League, which in recent years backed the creation of a Nato-enforced no-fly zone over Libya and has suspended Syria from membership.

Professor Zha said China had an interest in an Asean that was strong, united and able to lead regional meetings with outside powers, but it must keep to its long-term agenda of peacemaking and conflict avoidance, rather anything more assertive.

Zha said China would never want to see the grouping "championing military action within itself, or against others outside.”

The complexity of the South China Sea issue and broader questions over America's role in the region means the region is "an unfolding story,” so caution is needed.

"No one knows where it is going to end," Zha said.

"For many years China took a very laid-back approach to the South China Sea... it is not like that now."

He also said that it was no time to be "too rash" about a regional code of conduct, given the complexity of the South China Sea dispute.

Dr Michael Wesley, executive director of Australia's Lowy Institute think tank, warned that the recent breakdown was alarming, given the strategic importance of lowering tensions.

"We should not underestimate the dangers of a conflict in the South China Sea.

"It is a significant defining issue for Asean and one that is defining the strategic picture between the larger powers."
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