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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1943 - PCU TRUMPETFISH (SS-425) keel laid as TRUMPETFISH at William Cramp and Co. Shipbuilding Co., Philadelphia, PA. 

1943 - PCU TUSK (SS-426) keel laid as TUSK at William Cramp and Co. Shipbuilding Co,, Philadelphia, PA. 

1944 - PCU PIPER (SS-409) commissioned USS PIPER (SS-409) at Portsmouth Navy Yard, Kittery, ME. 

1991- PCU MONTPELIER (SSN-765) launched at Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Co., Newport News, VA.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
U.S. Undersea Warfare News

PCU North Dakota Reaches Another Milestone; Launches Its Crest
By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs, Aug 24,2012

'Simply Beautiful' Crest For New USS North Dakota Sub Unveiled 
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

PCU North Dakota Reaches Another Milestone; Launches Its Crest

By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs, Aug 24,2012

GROTON, Conn. (NNS) -- Pre-Commissioning Unit North Dakota (SSN 784) launched its ship crest, an emblem that will be associated with the Virginia-class submarine during its entire service to the nation, Aug. 24.

The crest was created through a unique partnership between PCU North Dakota Commissioning Committee, and the submarine's crew. 

"The acceptance of our crest is one of many important milestones our submarine and her crew will experience during the process of bringing her to life," said Cmdr. Doug Gordon, commanding officer, PCU North Dakota. "I want to personally thank the hard work of the PCU North Dakota Commissioning Committee for harnessing what both our submarine and namesake state symbolizes together. This crest will serve our submarine well in decades to come."

Historically a ship's crest combines Navy and submarine history with the rich tradition of the namesake state. 

The North Dakota crest includes many elements which capture the essence and rich history of the "Peace Garden State." The crest includes sheafs of wheat, the first USS North Dakota (BB 29) at sea, an arrowhead shape, and the motto "Strength From The Soil" as indicated on the North Dakota Coat of Arms. 

"This is an outstanding design that truly captures North Dakota's history as well as our heritage," said Bob Wefald, PCU North Dakota Commissioning Committee chair. "It also captures the dual meaning of six shooters and tomahawks for the two canisters of six Tomahawk cruise missiles each, which our second North Dakota will carry. The phrase 'Reapers of the Deep' ties in with the reapers of grain early in our state's history." 

The USS North Dakota Committee spearheaded the crest design efforts in North Dakota. The contest began in February 2012. 

The ship's sponsor Katie Fowler, wife of retired Vice Adm. Jeff Fowler, who attended the submarine's keel laying May 11, reflected on the crest and its meaning for the submarine and her crew. 

"Selecting a ship's crest is a defining moment for a new ship. The crest will represent the ship, her crew, and its namesake for more than 30 years. It needs to reflect the warrior mentality of a warship's crew along with the enduring heritage of its name," said Fowler. 

Fowler added that it was an extensive process to select the crest that would serve as its identifier. 

"The process of receiving inputs from all ages in North Dakota, members of the crew, and Navy officials has produced many great symbols for consideration," said Fowler. "The thorough deliberation of the various inputs has helped reinforce important parts for the crest. In the end, we have a crest that will represent North Dakota well as the ship travels around the world, while motivating the warriors who serve in her."

More than 100 entries were submitted during the crest design contest. The top five entries were submitted to the crew of PCU North Dakota to be used in the creation of the final crest. 

Gordon added that once they received the entries the Visual Information Service Center at Naval Submarine Support Facility helped bring all of the entries together. 

"Jim Sikora, graphic specialist at the Visual Information Service Center, put a lot of effort into working with us to design our crest," said Gordon. 

PCU North Dakota, the second ship named in honor of North Dakota, will be delivered by General Dynamics Electric Boat in Groton and will be the 11th Virginia-class submarine when it is commissioned in 2014.

The only other ship to bear the name North Dakota was the Delaware-class battleship USS North Dakota, which was in service from 1910 to 1923. 

Virginia-class submarines are designed to dominate the world's littoral and deep waters while conducting anti-submarine; anti-surface ship; strike; irregular; and mine warfare missions; as well as support special operation forces; and covert intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance.
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'Simply Beautiful' Crest For New USS North Dakota Sub Unveiled 
BISMARCK, N.D. — A new nuclear attack submarine that's named for North Dakota got its official crest Friday, less than two years before the $2.6 billion vessel is to be put into service.

By: Dale Wetzel, Associated Press, INFORUM, Aug 27, 2012

BISMARCK, N.D. — A new nuclear attack submarine that's named for North Dakota got its official crest Friday, less than two years before the $2.6 billion vessel is to be put into service. 

The crest, which is the ship's official emblem, has the shape of a bulbous arrowhead, is flanked by wheat stalks and includes a pair of crossed revolvers and tomahawks. The sub itself is shown against a background of a dusky blue sky and the constellation Orion. 

Two green banners, which share the school colors of North Dakota's two largest universities, have the state's motto, “Strength from the Soil,” and the slogan “Reapers of the Deep.” 

Lt. Gov. Drew Wrigley and Robert Wefald, a retired North Dakota district judge and former state attorney general, unveiled the crest Friday during a ceremony at the North Dakota Capitol. 

Wefald, a Navy veteran, has been a longtime promoter of having a new naval vessel named for North Dakota. The only other ship to bear the state's name was a World War I-era battleship, which was taken out of service in 1923 and later sold for scrap. A silhouette of the first USS North Dakota is depicted on the new crest. 

 “I think it's simply beautiful, and I think it's a great, great thing,” Wefald said. 

More than 100 proposed designs for the crest were submitted after a committee that is promoting the new submarine asked for ideas in February. Wefald said the final work incorporated many of the design concepts that were offered. 

The crest will be put on the submarine's bow and will be used in making souvenir-type items promoting the vessel, such as baseball caps, polo shirts and jackets, Wefald said. It will not be put on uniforms. 

The submarine is being built in Connecticut and Virginia. It is scheduled to be put into service by mid-2014. It is 377 feet long, which is half again as long as the North Dakota Capitol is tall, and will have a crew of 120 sailors and 15 officers. 
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Buffalo Visits Yokosuka During Western Pacific Deployment

By Lt. Lara Bollinger, Submarine Group 7 Public Affairs August 27, 2012

FLEET ACTIVITIES YOKOSUKA, Japan - The Los Angeles-class, fast attack submarine USS Buffalo (SSN 715) arrived at Fleet Activities Yokosuka Aug. 27 for a visit as part of its deployment to the Western Pacific.

With a crew of approximately 134 enlisted and 17 officers, Buffalo will conduct a multitude of missions and showcase the latest capabilities of the submarine force.

"Buffalo's presence in this region represents a continued commitment on behalf of the United States to the national defense of one of our most important allies," said Cmdr. Richard E. Seif, Buffalo's commanding officer.

"Our mission here is to represent the U.S. military's operational readiness in the Far East and our support of the JMSDF."

Buffalo is a nuclear powered fast attack submarine whose primary mission is to conduct anti-submarine warfare as well as intelligence collection, surveillance and reconnaissance.  Buffalo is capable of sustaining independent operations at sea limited only by the amount of food that can be carried on board.

"Our Sailors have been really looking forward to this visit as some have great memories from the last time we were here," said Machinist Mate Master Chief (SS/SW/DV) Vance McKinsey, Buffalo's chief of the boat.

For many of the crew members, this is their first time visiting Japan.

"I know I can speak for everybody aboard Buffalo when I say that we are excited for an opportunity to visit Japan and witness a culture very different than ours," said Fire Control Technician 3rd Class Bryan Cooper.

Measuring more than 360 feet long and weighing more than 6,000 tons when submerged, Buffalo is one of the stealthiest submarines in the world.  This submarine is capable of supporting a multitude of missions, including anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface ship warfare, strike, naval special warfare involving special operations forces, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance and mine warfare.

Buffalo is a forward deployed first flight Los Angeles fast attack submarine commissioned into service Nov. 5, 1983.  She is homeported in Apra Harbor, Guam as part of Commander Submarine Group 7 and Commander Task Force 74.
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Newport News Shipbuilding Opens New Submarine Facility

DefPro.com, Aug 27, 2012

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. | Huntington Ingalls Industries announced Aug. 24 that its Newport News Shipbuilding (NNS) division opened a new, 65,000-square-foot facility, called the Supplemental Module Outfitting Facility (SMOF), to facilitate the Virginia Class Submarine (VCS) Program's two-submarines-per-year build plan. 

"In 2011, Congressional approval to move forward with the two-submarines-per-year build plan was achieved," said Chris Miner, NNS' VCS Program director. "This facility is a reflection that we've arrived, and we look forward to working with our partner, General Dynamics Electric Boat, to improve upon and increase the pace by which we equip our Navy with Virginia-class submarines." 

The SMOF, which cost about $100 million, will be used to supplement the current Module Outfitting Facility (MOF) in building large modules for Virginia-class submarines. It includes four main bays for construction, as well as 17 specialized work spaces, offices and areas for lunch breaks. Partitioned rooms will supply space for machine tooling and other services within the same building, and flex rooms will offer quiet spaces for crew meetings, safety talks and conferences. Supervisors will also have access to portable offices on the shop floor, providing direct communication to employees. 

"Employees are excited for the improved quality of life and easy access to services and materials," explained test electrician Dale Zink, who will move from the MOF to the SMOF. "Productivity is going to go up because there will be access for better communication from supervisor to employee because of the new layout." 

To improve productivity, the facility has two new cranes that can move the entire length of the facility and are capable of lifting up to 20 and 120 metric tons, respectively. Additionally, the SMOF is equipped with new fixed and re-configurable staging that can be easily positioned to the submarine modules. 

The U.S Navy's newest class of attack submarines, Virginia-class submarines use advanced technologies to increase firepower, maneuverability and stealth. The 377-foot-long submarines are capable of submerged speeds of more than 25 knots and can stay submerged for up to three months at a time. Through a partnership between NNS and General Dynamics Electric Boat, this program has been recognized as the best shipbuilding program in the Navy and one of the best acquisition programs in the Department of Defense. 

Back to Top
U.S. Navy Details How It Will Fund USS Miami's $450M Repair
Shipyard union boss says thoughts of arson suspect have haunted him

By Deborah McDermott, Seacoastonline.com, Aug 27, 2012

KITTERY, Maine — The U.S. Navy is reprioritizing its resources now and in the future to pay for the estimated $450 million cost to repair the USS Miami submarine.

Shipyard workers from Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., and Huntington Ingalls Industries in Newport News, Va., will also be coming to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard by year's end to work during the expected 1½-year repair project.

The nuclear-powered submarine was damaged after a fire was allegedly set inside the forward compartment May 23. It took more than 100 firefighters 10 hours to bring the blaze under control. Former shipyard worker Casey Fury has been charged with setting the fire.

The Navy is expected to pay for all but $150 million of the cost of the repairs by shifting money around in its Fiscal Year 2012-13 budgets, said Dale Eng, public affairs officer for Naval Sea Systems Command.

Eng confirmed conversations Navy officials have had this week with members of the Maine and New Hampshire congressional delegations detailing the spending.

It is anticipated that $100 million will come from money already in the ship repair fund of the current year's budget. Another $200 million will be shifted to the Miami repairs from the Fiscal 2013 "ship depot maintenance line" of the Navy's budget. This is funding assigned to the four public shipyards for work for the year. The final $150 million is expected to come from Congress. The Navy requested it in the 2013 defense appropriations bill.

"This is above and beyond the Navy's usual ship repair budget, and has been specifically designated for the USS Miami repairs," said Kevin Kelly, communications director for Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine.

The Senate Appropriations Committee recently passed an appropriations bill with the Miami money included, but the full Senate has not voted on the measure.

Both Collins and Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., said they will fight to ensure the funding makes it through Congress.

"The USS Miami represents a significant investment in our national security," Collins said. "It is important that it return to the fleet as quickly as possible."

Shaheen spokesperson Faryl Ury said the senator will "continue to work with the Navy and the relevant congressional committees to ensure that the Navy has the funding needed."

Meanwhile, the shipyard is planning for the work, which is slated to begin by the end of the year and end in April 2015.

Paul O'Connor, president of the Metal Trades Council, said the work will be a hybrid between new construction and repair. Electric Boat and Huntington Ingalls build submarines. He said Miami's forward compartment was "damaged beyond repair in many areas" and needs to be replaced as new.

"They're the experts in new construction; we're the experts at repair," O'Connor said. "It's kind of a marriage in the middle."

The work can be accommodated at the shipyard, as the next submarine scheduled to be brought to the dry dock housing the USS Miami won't arrive until the end of 2014, Eng said. Accommodations were made to delay the start of that work for four months.

In addition, shipyard workers will also have access to parts from the recently inactivated USS Memphis, which is now at the shipyard.

"Towing the ship to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (in Washington state) has been postponed so that the Navy can reuse as many components as possible to restore the Miami," Eng said.

Fury, 24, of Portsmouth reportedly confessed to Navy investigators that he set the Miami fire and a second fire two weeks later on the dry dock. He told investigators he wanted to leave work early.

He is being held without bail and, according to court documents, may plead guilty to the charges before he's indicted.

O'Connor said he's thought often of Fury the past few months as the planning for the Miami repair work has taken place.

"I sit through meetings with rooms full of personalities — highly intense ship builders, admirals, civilian professionals — and we talk about the amount of money and work it will take," O'Connor said. "Then I think this is all happening because one guy wanted to go home early. During these high-level meetings, it runs through my mind constantly."
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CSBA: DOD Should Plan Sequester-Related Reprogramming To Preserve High Priorities

By Jordana Mishory, InsideDefense.com, August 24, 2012

As the threat of sequestration cuts looms, the Pentagon should begin planning for a reprogramming effort to preserve its high-priority items, defense budget analyst Todd Harrison said today.

During a briefing with reporters, Harrison, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, said it would be "wise" for the Defense Department to state that it is willing to accept deeper cuts in lower-priority items to preserve the higher-priority ones. Under sequestration, DOD is facing a nearly $56.5 billion cut to its fiscal year 2013 funding plans, which will mean a uniform cut of 10.3 percent across the department's programs, projects and activities, Harrison said.

The uniform reduction would make it hard for DOD to carry out some program plans, including the construction of two Virginia Class subs, because the cuts would provide insufficient funding for expected quantities. In the case of the sub program, the cuts would leave funding for only 1.8 submarines. A reprogramming effort, which is provided for under the law, could help solve that problem, Harrison said. 

Defense officials are reluctant to take such steps, however, because once DOD identifies a lower-priority item, it becomes a target for future cuts, Harrison noted. However, he said sequestration, which he described as "a messy, a clumsy, a completely non-strategic approach to cutting the defense budget," could take effect in about four months, and there has been little progress on another solution.

Despite an effective date of Jan. 2, Harrison said the impact of sequestration on the defense industry is still years away. Because sequestration affects budget authority and not outlays, reductions to procurement outlays will amount to only about 3.5 percent in FY-13, while research and development cuts will total about 5.9 percent in the first year.

"That means there's actually some cushion here for the defense industry," Harrison said, noting that weapons makers primarily depend on procurement and RDT&E funding. "It will take three or four years before the 10 percent reduction in budget authority becomes a 10 percent reduction in outlays for contractors."

DOD civilians will not face that same cushion; outlays in personnel are slated to begin almost immediately. Harrison estimates the department would need to furlough or lay off about 108,000 full-time equivalent positions out of the nearly 791,000 FTES -- and he anticipates this happening within days or weeks of sequestration.

Under sequestration, however, there will be no base closures, no active National Guard or reserve personnel firings and no reduction in pay for military personnel. The Defense Health Program is funded with operation and maintenance dollars and will be subject to sequestration, Harrison said, noting that he suspects DOD will address this in a reprogramming request.

Harrison noted that regardless of sequestration, there are two long-term budgetary issues that the Pentagon needs to deal with: military personnel-related costs and readiness and training costs. For the latter, he suggested DOD could go to a tiered system in which some portion of the force maintains high readiness while the rest is less ready, freeing up funds for other budget priorities.
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International Undersea Warfare News

Talent By Name And By Nature
Thisisplymouth.co.uk, Aug 25, 2012

THE CREW of a Royal Navy submarine has held a special day to thank friends and relatives for their support.

The 130-strong crew of HMS Talent was matched by a similar number of well-wishers at a formal parade at Devonport Naval Base.

The submarine's captain, Commander John Aitken, thanked the visitors formally at the parade and informally later at a cricket competition and barbecue.

He told them: "Successful submarines are born of successful teams, and that team extends not only inside the steel of the hull but into the family home."

The Families Day also gave information about contacts and support during periods of absence, and covered planning for future patrols and how relatives and friends can communicate with the crew.

The parade also include an awards ceremony to honour members of the crew who stood out for their contribution to the deployment and general excellence in the submarine service.

Leading Seaman Robert Carter-Lovell, from Plymstock, received the Man of the Boat Award.

Father-of-three Robert, 31, has served in the Navy for 14 years, almost seven of them aboard Talent.

For the last two years, he has had extra responsibility for the junior rates.

During the maintenance period, he established and helped to install a complete multi-media system to help all ranks relax at sea.

Most of this work was done in his own time, and he also took on the role of the ship's stationery coordinator.

Commander Aitken said: "He has given his all to Talent.

"For the most part, awards are given to individuals who have done a great thing.

"This award is made in recognition of his outstanding devotion to his submarine and his shipmates."

Another award went to Chief Petty Officer Steven Mathews for 15 years' long service and good conduct.
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Navy’s Light Torpedo Test Launch Fails
KoreaHerald.com, Aug 24, 2012

The first test-launch of Hongsangeo, an anti-submarine light torpedo, failed last month, a Navy official said on Thursday. 

The military had poured more than 100 billion won ($88 million) into its development.

The trial was conducted on July 25 in the sea off Pohang City, southeastern Korea. It was launched from the 7,600-ton Sejong the Great-class Aegis destroyer but missed the target located 60 meters under the sea. The Navy lost the track of the weapon. 

“Failure in trials is not rare before rockets are deployed. The Navy is figuring out the technical problems,” the official said.

The torpedo is 5.7 meters long, 0.38 meters wide and 820 kilograms and was developed by the state-run Agency for Defense Development for nine years from 2000.

The anti-submarine torpedo is fired from a vertical launch pad and can travel more than 10 kilometers to hit a target. 

The Navy’s plan to deploy the torpedo this year will be a challenge as it will take at least one year to find the causes of the failure. 
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