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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 
1942:  USS S-40 (SS-145):  S-40 again cleared Moreton Bay and moved North on her 6th war patrol.

1944: USS Jack (SS-259):  Attacking a convoy, Jack sank a small minesweeper. After her torpedo missed and she was raked with gunfire by her adversary, Jack deftly evaded the attacker and returned later to sink the Japanese ship, Mexico Maru.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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Sub Base, Yale Renew Ties With Return Of ROTC

Associated Press, Aug. 27

GROTON, Conn. — For the first time in 40 years, students from a Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps unit are among the freshmen arriving at Yale University.

The appearance of midshipmen for classes beginning Wednesday is also leading to new ties with the Naval Submarine base 50 miles up the shoreline in Groton.

Since the Ivy League school agreed last year to bring back ROTC in the wake of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” repeal, military officials have welcomed Yale faculty members on base tours and taken some for a ride on a nuclear-powered attack submarine.

The commanding officer of the base, Capt. Marc Denno, said in an interview that he hopes to develop an even tighter relationship — and perhaps inspire Yale-educated officers to pursue careers in the submarine force.

“The synergy is obvious and necessary,” said Denno, who noted Yale now has the only Naval ROTC program in Connecticut. “We’re pretty excited about it.”

Eleven Yale undergraduates, including one sophomore, are enrolled in the Naval ROTC unit.

The Air Force and the Navy are both opening ROTC detachments this fall at Yale, which welcomed them back after Congress voted to allow gays to serve openly in the military. A Yale ribbon-cutting ceremony for ROTC involving military and university officials is planned for Sept. 21.

While ROTC hasn’t had a presence at Yale since the Vietnam War era, its return renews a long military tradition. The inventor David Bushnell is credited with creating the first submarine ever used in combat while studying at Yale in 1775, and one of the original six Naval ROTC units was established at the university in 1926.

Students enrolled in the ROTC program receive scholarship money in return for agreeing to military service after graduation.

The Yale midshipmen had a weeklong orientation program at Navy installations in Newport, R.I. The Groton submarine base is expecting to support the students in a number of ways, including hosting them for visits to use training and team-building equipment.

ROTC officials also have sought to build connections with the faculty, particularly members of the engineering department.

“It’s important for them to understand we’re not a lot of knuckle draggers,” said Navy Cmdr. Jamie Godwin, the commanding officer for the NROTC consortium at the College of the Holy Cross that includes Yale. “Not a lot of people are aware of the high level of training going on in the Navy.”

Two other Ivy League universities, Harvard and Columbia, also signed agreements last year to bring back ROTC.

ROTC programs left the campuses of several prominent universities in the late 1960s and early 1970s in the fervor of student protests against the Vietnam War. ROTC was kept away more recently because of “don’t ask, don’t tell,” which banned gays from serving openly in the armed services. The universities said the policy violated non-discrimination rules for campus organizations.

Military officials say Yale faculty members have shown enthusiasm for the renewed relationship.

Vincent Wilczynski, a deputy dean at the Yale School of Engineering & Science, is one of two faculty members who accompanied the crew of the submarine Missouri on a three-day sea transit this spring from the Bahamas to a Navy base in Georgia. He said he was struck by the complexity of the submarine as an engineering platform and the young age of the Sailors responsible for the nuclear plant.

“It was tremendous,” Wilczynski said. “It was a good reminder of the end game of what we’re teaching in the classroom and what we’re teaching in the lab.”

Back to Top
NNS opens new submarine facility

UPI.com, Aug. 27

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., Aug. 27 (UPI) -- Newport News Shipbuilding has opened a new facility for use in building large modules for U.S. Navy Virginia class submarines.

The Supplemental Module Outfitting Facility is 65,000-square-feet and includes four main bays for construction, 17 specialized work spaces and offices.

"In 2011, congressional approval to move forward with the two-submarines-per-year build plan was achieved," said Chris Miner, NNS VCS Program director. "This facility is a reflection that we've arrived and we look forward to working with our partner, General Dynamics Electric Boat, to improve upon and increase the pace by which we equip our Navy with Virginia lass submarines."

Huntington Ingalls Industries, parent company of Newport News Shipbuilding, said the new facility has two cranes that can move the entire length of the facility. One can lift as much as 22 tons; the other as much as 132 tons.

The SMOF is also equipped with fixed and re-configurable staging that can be easily positioned to the submarine modules.
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Navy Calls For Relocation Of St. Marys Airport

Repeated skydiver intrusions must be eliminated, Navy says

Florida Times-Union, Aug. 27 

The Aug. 12 landing of two skydivers inside Kings Naval Submarine Base’s perimeter has heightened the Navy’s security concern to the point that the base commander on Monday called for the relocation of the St. Marys Airport from which a skydiving business operates.

The St. Marys Airport Authority last week revoked The Jumping Place’s operating permit, but in spite of posted trespass warnings the business carried dozens of skydivers aloft Saturday, three of whom landed in a city park. Four skydivers received warnings and five were cited.

That action was apparently not sufficient to allay the Navy’s concerns.

In a letter citing the landing on a base softball field, Kings Bay commander Capt. Harvey Guffey Jr. reminded St. Marys Mayor Bill DeLoughy of the city’s failure to “eliminate parachutists encroaching on the base despite multiple letters of concern from several base commanding officers...”

Rear Adm. John C. Scorby Jr., commander of the Navy’s Southeast Region in Jacksonville, reinforced Guffey’s letter with one of his own.

“Repeated exposure to these security threats in this era of terrorism creates significant disruption for the [submarine base’s] mission, and raises the specter of needlessly dangerous reactive responses. We can no longer accept this state of affairs,” Scorby wrote.

The Navy “must heighten and reemphasize” it’s desire for that moving the airport be made a priority, Guffey wrote.

“Let me be clear,” he said, “parachutist intrusions on the base must be eliminated.”

The Navy said as much Wednesday at the meeting in which the Airport Authority revoked The Jumping Place’s permit. The vote came after owner Cathy Kloess said she could not guarantee that parachutists who jumped from her plane’s would not again land on Kings Bay. Those Aug. 12 landings were the sixth and seventh in three years on the base that has some highly restricted areas.

Although things got off to a late start Saturday, Kloess said it would be business as usual.

By the end of the day, however, the St. Marys police had issued four criminal trespass warnings, two criminal trespass citations to skydiving instructors and three reckless conduct citations to three jumpers who landed in the city’s Sweetwater Park, authority lawyer Jim Stein said.

With no clear end to the jumps, Stein said authority members Frank Frasca and Frank Drane will ask the FAA what steps it should take next to provide better assurance no more skydivers from the airport will land on the base.

Stein said the Navy’s strong letters will help him make his case to the city and the FAA.

“It’s my advice nobody be allowed to operate at that airport as a skydiving business,” Stein said.

Kloess’ son, Casey Kloess-Finley, who owns the business with her, called the arrests a “gross misuse of power by the city and the Airport Authority board.”

The latter three jumpers had intended to land on a two-acre piece of property off the south side of the airport’s runway, he said.

Kloess and Kloess-Finley told the Times-Union Saturday morning that they own the property and the authority could not stop them from using it as a drop zone.

“Their intent was not to land in the park. They didn’t feel they could land there safely,” Kloess-Finley said of the two-acre landing spot. “They found a safe landing spot in the park.”

Kloess-Finley said The Jumping Place believes police were clearly wrong in citing the two instructors for criminal trespass after telling all the jumpers that officers would issue only warnings.

“They were singled out as our instructors,” Kloess-Finley said.

The two were cited after completing tandem jumps and as agents of The Jumping Place clearly knew they could be charged with criminal trespass, Stein said.

Stein also said that shifting the landing zone Saturday to the plot closer to base only increased the risk that a skydiver could again land on King’s Bay.

Kloess-Finley disagreed saying the spot is only 0.6 miles closer meaning it’s still more than a mile from the base, which provides plenty of buffer for an experienced jumper.

He also said any assertion that The Jumping Place doesn’t take Kings Bay’s security seriously is wrong.

“The Jumping Place policy is to never land on the base. Never,” he said.

But when a skydiver leaves the plane, he becomes his own pilot and in charge of his own landing, Kloess-Finley said.

Individual skydivers must make decisions for their own safety, he said.

Kloess has said that skydivers blown off course by “acts of God” chose the base to ensure they could land safely, most recently on a softball field that they thought was in a city park.

As part of its pre-jump education, The Jumping Place tells skydivers not to land on the base even as a last resort and shows them aerial photos, Kloess-Finley said.

“But we’re not going to tell them to hit a tree to avoid landing on the base,” he said.

Asked if The Jumping Place will take skydivers up again Saturday, Kloess-Finley said “Our plan right now is we’re looking for other fields to jump in.”

The two-acre field off the airport is not suitable for student landings, he said.

“We’re looking at anything to keep our business open,” Kloess-Finley said.
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Periscopes up on Navy plan to expand training area

The News Journal, Aug. 28

DOVER -- With its eye on likely future threats, the Navy wants to increase mine warfare and anti-submarine training and gain approval for all training across a wide stretch of the North Atlantic Ocean.

Delaware's environmental officials and special interest groups say the jury's still out on whether that's a good idea.

The concerns range from whether closer-to-shore training could interfere with ship navigation or wind farm development or, in deeper waters, could interfere with the harvesting of sand for beach replenishment or harm migrating marine mammals.

The Navy has filed a draft Environmental Impact Statement that makes its case for the enlarged training area and spells out how the service will balance that need with environmental stewardship. Training has occurred all over the North Atlantic, but recent directives have created additional demands for environmental compliance.

With the war in Iraq now largely over, and the U.S. involvement in Afghanistan winding down, the Pentagon is redirecting the Navy to more traditional roles of protecting commercial sea lanes and deterring aggression, particularly in the Asian Pacific region.

Just as roadside bombs forced U.S. troops to learn new strategies, naval warfare has undergone a similar revolution.

While no other foreign navy can challenge the U.S. Navy head-to-head, smaller forces can use mines as cheap and effective countermeasures, and a few quiet submarines can pose a threat to a battle group of warships.

The Navy, thus, has undertaken a new focus on training, as well as environmental compliance.

"It ensures the Navy is fully prepared and can execute its mission and protect the nation's interests," Jene Nissen, the service's project manager, said about the environmental impact statement.

"And ... it provides the public with a detailed and thorough analysis," he added. "We do have some environmental impacts, and we want to make sure we clearly explain what those impacts are and why those impacts occur."

Delaware officials do not foresee a significant effect on the state, which barely rates a mention in the draft environmental impact statement. At the same time, they say the documents, while extensive, still leave a lot to the imagination.

"They're asking for permission to do a lot of testing in an extremely large area," said Sarah Cooksey, environmental program administrator for Delaware Coastal Programs, the agency that oversees the state's coastal zone. "And our main concern is there's so much of that area that we really do not know that much about."

"To me, the document was really light on the specifics," added environmental scientist Tricia Arndt of Delaware Coastal Programs. . "And I understand that there's security issues and it's the military and they don't have to divulge anything they don't have to. But most of what I read was they would be increasing the tempo of their activities."

The environmental impact statement, in fact, does not describe the training or where it would take place. However, the Navy said anti-submarine warfare training would be conducted in water at least 150 feet deep, which Nissen said lies 40 to 60 miles off the East Coast.

Mine warfare

Delaware, under a federal partnership with seven other Northeast states, draws sand for beach replenishment from suitable deposits on the outer continental shelf -- up to 175 miles offshore, according to official maps.

Mine warfare training will usually take place closer to shore, in the shallower waters where mines would typically be deployed.

"We plan to do some mine warfare training in the Chesapeake Bay itself," Nissen said. From there, he said, training could happen anywhere from close to shore during high tide to the middle of the ocean.

The Navy practices spotting the explosive devices through a combination of mine countermeasures: surface ships, P-3 Orion sub-hunting aircraft, special helicopters, dive teams, trained marine mammals, submarines and unmanned underwater vehicles.

Modern anti-submarine warfare relies on a highly networked combination of sensors from air, surface and undersea sources.

Concerns

Delaware's concerns have more to do with actual ship and aircraft movements, and how these might interfere with non-military traffic -- such as the tankers transporting crude oil to the refinery at Delaware City -- along with sand "borrowing" and the siting of wind turbines.

Arndt does not foresee a significant impact, but Cooksey had some concerns.

"We want to know what they're planning out there," she said. "Will it impede navigation? Will it prohibit any renewable energy development?"

Then there is the preservationist concern about the safety of marine life -- particularly migrating marine mammals, which can be bothered, injured or killed by ship strikes, explosions and sonar.

The Navy's primary tool is active sonar, which involves sending out acoustic pulses at varying frequencies and intensities that can harm and even kill certain marine mammals.

Mammals must be within fairly close proximity of a mine search to be affected by the short-burst, high-frequency sonar employed. But the medium-frequency pulses used to search for submarines travel farther and pose greater risk to marine mammals, Nissen said.

The Navy says it takes measures, such as using trained lookouts, to mitigate the environmental effects of sonar.

"We train our lookouts and our watchstanders ... on how to look for marine mammals," Nissen said. "And we do strive very hard to avoid those types of impacts. Unfortunately, they do occur."

In addition, the Marine Mammal Protection Act will probably limit the Navy, which will need a permit under the law, on how many bombs the ships can explode, sonar hours they can operate and so forth.

The Natural Resources Defense Council, which sued the Navy in 2006 claiming it was ignoring environmental laws, thinks the Navy could do more.

"They have articulated a certain need for their training, and we take them at their word on that," said NRDC attorney Zac Smith. At the same time, he calls the Navy's mitigation plan "lousy" and said the service has indicated in its assessment that much of the Atlantic coast is uniform, giving it a lot of flexibility in terms of location. For example, Smith said, the Navy should avoid training in areas that are critical habitats for whales and other species.

"It's not an issue of whether the training should occur," Smith said. "It's 'Can we be smarter about locating when training events occur?' "

The Navy does not avoid training in migratory zones, according to the environmental impact statement, but if a mammal is spotted, activity ceases "until the animal is thought to have exited the mitigation zone."

Delaware, like all coastal states except Texas and Florida, only holds title to submerged lands 3 miles from its shore. But under the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act, the state can have what Cooksey called a "significant say" in federal activities.

"And they usually take our comments fairly," she said. "Well, they listen. We want to make sure they're not gonna do something that's going to impact another ongoing activity that would impact our state."

Nissen said the Navy conducts training in an environmentally responsible manner.

At the same time, he said, "There are significant threats out there that we need to make sure we're prepared for. And that's what we're trying to make sure we're ... properly preparing our forces to go on those missions."
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International Undersea Warfare News

Defense Ministry Quietly Begins Providing Assistance To Military Forces Overseas

Japan discreetly increases defence assistance to counter China

Asahi Shimbun, Aug. 28

Far-flung Tonga is among a medley of developing nations that Japan's Defense Ministry is rushing to assist under a program begun without fanfare, but which has the potential to rapidly expand.

The support to these military forces overseas is primarily technical in nature, although medical expertise is being offered, too.

Indonesia, Vietnam, East Timor, Cambodia and Mongolia are also receiving assistance, according to government sources.

However, concern is already being voiced about the way the program has quietly evolved. Officials cited a lack of discussions among officials advising the prime minister and in the Diet, as well as an absence of coordination between the defense and foreign ministries, in devising an overall strategy.

In the medical field, for example, Japan will provide advice on dealing with the bends, acute decompression sickness that is common among deep-sea divers making a rapid ascent to the surface.

As for technical matters, assistance will be offered for clearing land mines, which continue to maim and kill thousands of people around the world each year, among other things.

The assistance, which is strictly non-combat in nature, falls under an initiative to help nations in the Asia-Pacific region build up their ability to defend themselves.

Moves "to stabilize the security environment in areas surrounding Japan" were laid out in the National Defense Program Guidelines approved in December 2010.

Although Japan's official development assistance handled by the Foreign Ministry bans funding armed forces overseas, the program being handled by the Defense Ministry falls outside of the ODA parameters.

Officials said 160 million yen ($2 million) had been set aside in the fiscal 2012 budget for the program. They said the Defense Ministry will seek 200 million yen next fiscal year.

However, a government source said, "It is very likely that the size of the program will quickly expand to about 10 times what it is now."

This is because the recipient nations also have a long shopping list of other items, including weapons and supplies, that they want Japan to provide.

The end of the Cold War, coupled with China's rapid military and naval buildup, prompted a number of Far-flung Tonga is among a medley of developing nations that Japan's Defence Ministry is rushing to assist under a program begun without fanfare, but which has the potential to rapidly expand.

The support to these military forces overseas is primarily technical in nature, although medical expertise is being offered, too.

Indonesia, Vietnam, East Timor, Cambodia and Mongolia are also receiving assistance, according to government sources.

However, concern is already being voiced about the way the program has quietly evolved. Officials cited a lack of discussions among officials advising the Prime Minister and in the Diet, as well as an absence of coordination between the defence and foreign ministries, in devising an overall strategy.

In the medical field, for example, Japan will provide advice on dealing with the bends, [the] acute decompression sickness that is common among deep-sea divers making a rapid ascent to the surface.

As for technical matters, assistance will be offered for clearing land mines, which continue to maim and kill thousands of people around the world each year, among other things.

The assistance, which is strictly non-combat in nature, falls under an initiative to help nations in the Asia-Pacific region build up their ability to defend themselves.

Moves "to stabilize the security environment in areas surrounding Japan" were laid out in the National Defence Program Guidelines approved in December 2010.

Although Japan's official development assistance handled by the Foreign Ministry bans funding armed forces overseas, the program being handled by the Defence Ministry falls outside of the ODA [Official Development Assistance] parameters.

Officials said [that] JPY 160 million (USD 2 million) had been set aside in the fiscal 2012 budget for the program. They said [that] the Defence Ministry will seek JPY 200 million next fiscal year.

However, a government source said, "It is very likely that the size of the program will quickly expand to about 10 times what it is now."

This is because the recipient nations also have a long shopping list of other items, including weapons and supplies, that they want Japan to provide.

The end of the Cold War, coupled with China's rapid military and naval build-up, prompted a number of nations in Southeast Asia to expand their military capabilities.

Some of these nations have been receiving help from other foreign governments, besides Japan.

For example, China has provided patrol ships to East Timor.

Indonesia will receive fighter jets from the United States. It has also signed an agreement with South Korea to purchase a submarine.

A U.S. government source said the assistance being provided to Indonesia, which has the world's largest Muslim population, was to ensure it did not become a hotbed for terrorists.

One reason the Defence Ministry embarked on the program is that other advanced nations have used military assistance in conjunction with their ODA funding.

One government source said Japan did not want to fall behind other nations.

The Defence Ministry in April 2011 set up a special section to handle the support program. The Finance Ministry, which is in charge of compiling budget requests, showed little interest in the program because it is so small.

Another source said, "While we explained the program in the Defence white paper, probably because the nature of technical assistance is not very flashy, it did not attract the attention of politicians or the media."

There has also been little in the way of discussions among the defence and foreign ministries to avoid an overlap in their assistance programs.

The Defence Ministry, which is wary about China's growing military prowess, is keen to expand the program.

In explaining the decision to add Mongolia and Tonga to the list of recipient nations, a former high-ranking Defence Ministry official said, "The selection was made with an eye toward China. The background is different from the Southeast Asian nations that had asked for assistance."

Tonga participated in the Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting [PALM6] held last May in Okinawa. Japan asked the United States to send a representative for the first time as part of efforts to consider a joint response to China's growing maritime presence.

Just what form of assistance can be provided Tonga remains to be seen. Tonga has a military force of some 500 personnel.

Officials cited traditionally friendly ties, as well as the likelihood that Tonga will cooperate with the United States and Australia in the defence sector.

Japan's decision last December to ease its three principles on the export of weapons proved to be the catalyst for calls for greater military assistance from Southeast Asian nations.

Defence Ministry officials stressed that the support program is limited to technical assistance. For example, the Indonesian Navy is being provided with assistance to draw up charts, while Vietnam is being provided with technology to treat the bends.

However, those nations are also looking to Japan for hardware. An Indonesian official said Jakarta wanted radar systems and patrol ships. Vietnam also wants a decompression chamber to help treat those suffering from the bends.

Nations that were not included in the initial list of recipients are also lobbying Japan for inclusion in the future.

For example, the Philippine defence ministry sent a request early this year seeking greater cooperation from Japan in the defence sector.

Because the support program could quickly expand, some in the government are calling for more in-depth discussions to establish rules for providing assistance as well as an overall strategy to more effectively utilize the support program.
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The Great Submarine Sailor Shortage

StrategyPage.com, Aug. 28

August 28, 2012: The British Royal Navy is the latest to admit that it is unable to recruit and retain a sufficient number of qualified sailors to man its submarines. Some smaller nations, like Australia and South Africa have one or more subs idle because there are literally no qualified sailors available to operate them. Even the United States, currently the nation with the largest submarine fleet, all of them nuclear, has been battling the manning problem for decades. The shortages keep getting worse. 

During the Cold War, Russia had the largest sub fleet, most of them diesel-electric boats. These required crews with less extensive training and could be manned with lots of conscripts (especially if these boats did not go to sea a lot). But since the end of the Cold War in 1991, no one puts conscripts on submarine crews anymore. Volunteers work much better, if only because it takes so much training to acquire the needed skills. But there is tremendous demand in the civilian economy for those skilled submarine crewmen, especially those with experience in running a nuclear power plant. Then there's the discipline factor. Submarine sailors not only have excellent technical skills, but a proven track record of disciplined performance. All this, and the resulting shortages, is a major reason more and more navies are willing to allow women to join submarine crews. 
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US, Southeast Asian navies begin annual joint exercises

Philstar.com (Philippines) Aug., 28

The navies of the US, the Philippines and four other Southeast Asian countries on Tuesday kicked off this year’s Southeast Asia Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) exercises in a bid to enhance their interoperability in addressing maritime threats.

Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand also joined SEACAT 2012, which will be held until Sept. 2.

Navy spokesman Col. Omar Tonsay said the exercises are being conducted in Malacca Strait, Sulu Sea and Subic Bay. 

The exercises are being held two months after the nuclear-powered US submarine USS Louisville made a port call at Subic.

Louisville is the second US attack submarine that visited the Philippines since Washington bared plans to enhance its presence in the Asia Pacific. The first was USS North Carolina which docked in Subic Bay last May. 

Another US vessel, the hospital ship USNS Mercy, also docked in Subic last month to replenish its supplies.

About 200 Filipino sailors from the Naval Forces West and Naval Forces Northern Luzon, four ships and an islander aircraft are involved in the event. The US Navy ship USS Safeguard is also participating in the activity.

“They will participate together with the US Navy in a scenario-driven fleet training exercise against terrorism, transnational crimes and other maritime threats,” Tonsay said in a statement.

The exercises focus on real-time information exchange, coordinated surveillance operations, tracking, and visit, board, search and seizure of target vessels.

“This activity will involve surface, air, and special operations units in the conduct of surveillance, tracking, and boarding of the COI (contact of interest) from the different participating navies within their respective maritime territories.” Navy chief Vice Adm. Alexander Pama said.

A maritime interdiction operations scenario will be conducted at the Subic Bay and at the Sulu Sea.

Coast Watch stations of the participating countries will also be used to exercise their capabilities in surveillance, tracking, communications, and operations.

“With this training, the Philippine Navy will be able to enhance regional coordination, information sharing, and combined inter-operability capability with participating navies in the region,” Tonsay said.

He claimed the activity would also improve the maritime security capability of the military.

SEACAT is an annual exercise conducted at vital sea lanes in Southeast Asia to secure the area from terrorists, poachers, and transnational lawless elements.

It aims to promote regional coordination, information sharing and interoperability in a multilateral environment
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