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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1986 - Keel is laid for the USS Scranton (SSN 756)


Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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U.S. Undersea Warfare News

USS Greeneville Arrives on Saipan

By Clarissa V. David, Saipan Tribune, Aug 29, 2012

A U.S. Navy Los Angeles class submarine arrived Sunday for a five-day recreational visit to Saipan.

The USS Greeneville (SSN-772) docked at the seaport at about 10am, bringing with her 17 officers and 133 service members on board.

Commissioned in Newport News, Virginia in 1988, USS Greeneville was launched in 1994 and was named for the home of Andrew Johnson, 17th president of the U.S., after the local residents, business community, and government officials initiated a campaign to have a submarine named after a small town instead of a large city.

Upon arrival, USS Greeneville was greeted by representatives of its local agent Ambyth Shipping, Saipan seaport manager Maryann Lizama, Marianas Visitors Authority staff, and Saipan Chamber of Commerce president Douglas Brennan and executive director Richard A. Pierce.

Pierce told Saipan Tribune that the visiting military personnel were given maps of the island as well as brochures and discount coupons from Chamber members, and were encouraged to visit the Garapan Street Market and other tourist attractions on island. 

The Saipan Chamber of Commerce is set to host a welcoming reception for the visiting vessel from 6pm to 8pm on Wednesday, Aug. 29 at Tony Roma's in Garapan.

“Please welcome the USS Greeneville SSN-772's military personnel, and continue the tradition of making Saipan the best Moral, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) destination in the western Pacific for our visiting military vessels,” said Pierce.

A few family members also flew in from Hawaii and were present to welcome the USS Greeneville crew.

The group is led by Commander Martin Muckian, captain, and LCDR David Coe, executive officer.
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Classes Graduate From Naval Submarine School

The Day, Aug 28, 2012

Groton — Two classes recently graduated from the Naval Submarine School. Eighty-five sailors, “Class 12380,” USS Hoe (SS-258), graduated from Basic Enlisted Submarine School Aug. 24. Builder Second Class Kafele Wilks was the class honorman. Seaman Apprentice Cody Ayers received the Navy Core Values Award. Seaman Recruit Drew Bogard, the class leader, received the Heritage Award and Seaman Apprentice Daniel Wilhelmsen was meritoriously advanced. Operations Specialist Second Class Matthew Heider, Seaman Recruit Stephen Reynolds, Seaman Recruit Tanner Harmon, Seaman Recruit Phillip Vrieling, Seaman Matthew Elliott, Seaman Kevin Claeys, Logistics Specialist Second Class John Asaro, Seaman Recruit Tyler Andrews, Seaman Apprentice Timothy Standford, Seaman Apprentice Daniel Peacock, Seaman Stewart Rowan, Gas Turbine System Technician. Electrical Second Class Chanrathana Phun, Seaman Recruit Phillip Luong, Machinist Mate First Class James Seeley, Seaman Apprentice Cody Ayers, Logistics Specialist First Class Joel Diric, Wilhelmsen and Wilks were graduates with distinction. Seventeen members of “Class 12030” graduated from the Submarine Officer Advanced Course Aug. 24. Lt. Kevin Behm, the class honor graduate, received the L. Y. Spear Award. Lt. Joshua Hausbach received the David Lloyd Award for Excellence. Lt. Thomas Digan received the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Award. Behm and Lt. William Sheridan were named graduates with distinction.
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Tribe Sues Over Navy’s Plan For Bangor Wharf

The Associated Press, Aug 28, 2012

BREMERTON, Wash. — The Suquamish Tribe has filed a lawsuit against the Navy and other federal agencies over their approval of a new explosives handling wharf at the submarine base at Bangor.

Suquamish Tribal Chairman Leonard Forsman said the lawsuit is necessary to protect the tribe’s treaty rights in Hood Canal. Construction on the $715 million wharf is scheduled to begin this fall.

The Kitsap Sun reported that the lawsuit seeks recognition of the Suquamish Tribe’s treaty rights. The tribe was left out of mitigation agreements with four other tribes that have uncontested treaty rights on Hood Canal. Under those agreements, the Navy will pay them nearly $9 million.
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International Undersea Warfare News

Pass The Ketchup! Submariners Enjoy An Unusual Barbecue On Way To Work
Thisiscornwall.co.uk, Aug 28, 2012

Crewmen on a Plymouth-based submarine enjoyed a breath of fresh air and a little alfresco dining after spending 29 days under the waves on the way to their latest deployment.

HMS Trenchant has just emerged from its long journey from a rain-soaked Britain into the glorious sunshine near the United Arab Emirates port of Fujairah in the Middle East.

The boat will join a multi-national task force in support of Royal Naval operations in the region providing security at sea and protecting the economy of the UK.

For seven members of the 100 strong crew on board the Trafalgar class vessel, the deployment is their first as fully qualified submariners after being presented with their coveted Dolphin badges.

Before leaving Britain, HMS Trenchant's crew went through challenging training and testing of the vessel's electronic and mechanical systems to ensure that the submarine was ready.

The journey east featured trials and calibrations to ready the submarine for maritime security operations, including an extensive training package to ensure weapons integration with United States forces.

The training was tough, so when there was an opportunity to enjoy a rare swim and a barbecue on the outer deck, the crew embraced it, even though it was a little crowded. They were joined in the sea by a new mascot, Echo the Duck, donated by the Sea Cadets of HMS Trenchant's affiliated training ship.

The submarine will now spend a short period in Fujairah to prepare for the operation ahead which is focused on fighting drug trafficking, pirate activity and beating international terrorism in the region.
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Vietnam Submarine Launched in Russian Shipyard

Ria Novosti, Aug 29, 2012

Russia's Admiralteiskie Verfi shipyard has launched a new Kilo-class Project 636 diesel-electric submarine for Vietnam.

The submarine is the first of six ordered by Hanoi.

Vietnam's Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Zung announced the signing of a contract worth almost US$ 2-billion for the six boats in December 2009.

The boat is due to be delivered to the customer by the end of the year. All six boats are due to be delivered by 2016.

The Project 636 class boats displace 3,100 tons, have a top speed of 20 knots, can dive to 300 meters and have a crew of 52. 

They are fitted with 533-mm torpedo tubes and are armed with torpedos, mines, and Kaliber 3M54 (NATO SS-N-27) cruise missiles.
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The Great Submarine Sailor Shortage

Strategy Page, Aug 28, 2012

August 28, 2012: The British Royal Navy is the latest to admit that it is unable to recruit and retain a sufficient number of qualified sailors to man its submarines. Some smaller nations, like Australia and South Africa have one or more subs idle because there are literally no qualified sailors available to operate them. Even the United States, currently the nation with the largest submarine fleet, all of them nuclear, has been battling the manning problem for decades. The shortages keep getting worse. 

During the Cold War Russia had the largest sub fleet, most of them diesel-electric boats. These required crews with less extensive training and could be manned with lots of conscripts (especially if these boats did not go to sea a lot). But since the end of the Cold War in 1991, no one puts conscripts on submarine crews anymore. Volunteers work much better, if only because it takes so much training to acquire the needed skills. But there is tremendous demand in the civilian economy for those skilled submarine crewmen, especially those with experience in running a nuclear power plant. Then there's the discipline factor. Submarine sailors not only have excellent technical skills but a proven track record of disciplined performance. All this, and the resulting shortages, is a major reason more and more navies are willing to allow women to join submarine crews. 
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Stakes Are Raised In Sensitive Waters

By Greg Torode, South China Morning Post, Aug 29, 2012
The mounting strategic complexities across China's maritime backyard are swinging into sharp relief this week, as Russian shipbuilders launch Vietnam's first state-of-the-art Kilo submarine and U.S. naval officials confirm talks with Indonesia over training its submariners.

Sea-trials of the Vietnamese submarine - the first of six to be delivered over the next five years in a deal believed to be worth more than U.S.$3.2 billion - are due to start this week off St Petersburg's Admiralty Shipyard ahead of a delivery to new facilities in Cam Ranh Bay within six months, Russian defence officials say.

It will complete a chain started in the late 1980s when Hanoi began preparing to acquire a Russian submarine - only for Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to kill the deal to avoid annoying Beijing.

This time, however, Carl Thayer, an Australia-based scholar on Vietnam's military, said the Russians were selling Vietnam their crack Project 636 vessels - submarines so stealthy that they have been dubbed "black holes" by the United States Navy.

Not only will they be able to track foreign naval and paramilitary ships around the Vietnamese coasts, "the Kilo submarines will provide a deterrent against the contingency that China might attempt to quickly seize an island or feature occupied by Vietnam in the South China Sea," Thayer wrote in a recent commentary.

He warned that Vietnam still had to integrate the vessels into its forces and fund an adequate maintenance and ongoing training programme - a factor that India, which has vast experience of running Russian Kilos, is helping with.

The Kilos are able to perform a wide range of tasks, including gathering intelligence.

The U.S. Navy, meanwhile, has offered to train Indonesian submariners as part of a deepening defence relationship centred on some of the region's most strategi c submarine choke-points.

The developing ties are being closely watched by military attaches and analysts across the region, with the deep but narrow straits through the archipelago expected to get increasingly crowded with submarines, potentially from China and Russia as well as possibly Singapore and Malaysia, in the coming years. The U.S. and Australia have long been frequent visitors.

It comes as Indonesia prepares to receive three diesel-electric Type 209 submarines from South Korea as part of plans to expand its current fleet of two ageing vessels to 10 submarines within 12 years.

Commenting on an Indonesian online report this month that the commander of the Hawaii-based Submarine Group Seven travelled to Surabaya and told Indonesian counterparts that he had prepared a training programme for Indonesian submariners, a U.S. naval official confirmed the visit, saying Rear Admiral Phillip Sawyer "discussed shared interests and continued open dialogue between submarine forces.”

"Bilateral and multilateral training in submarine operations improves our collective ability to respond," Lieutenant Lara Bollinger, a spokeswoman for Sawyer, told the South China Morning Post.

The scope of the training is not known and Indonesian military officials, who are also boosting ties with China, have yet to confirm the extent of their participation.

Collin Koh Swee Lean of the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies said he believed the U.S. could be keen to use the training to further boost Indonesia's so-called "maritime domain awareness" - its ability to locate, identify and track foreign naval ships and submarines passing through its vital straits that link the Pacific to the Indian Ocean.

"This is something they have been working on already, and it is my speculation that the push to develop training programmes could be to enhance that effort over the long term," he said.
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