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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1842 - US Naval Observatory was authorized by an act of Congress.

1943 - Commissioning of USS Harmon (DE-678), first Navy ship named for an African American Sailor
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Announcement: The November general election is less than 90 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (Aug. 28, 2012) - Information Systems Technician (Submarines)(SS) Wilford Dumont, assigned to USS Missouri (SSN 780) answers questions from middle school science class students while his commanding officer, Cmdr. Michael Luckett, prepares to explain how a modern submarine surfaces and submerges. The visiting crew from USS Missouri participated in a three-city tour across the "Show Me State." (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (EXW/SW) Jason J. Perry/released)

Commander, Naval Safety Center Visits USS Virginia

Photo by Lt. j.g. Jeffrey Prunera
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GROTON, Conn. (Aug. 29, 2012) - Commander, Naval Safety Center Rear Adm. Brian C. Prindle listens to Lt. James Prosek discuss the features and capabilities of the Virginia-class attack submarine USS Virginia (SSN 774) during a tour of the boat. Prindle visited Naval Submarine Base New London to hold a Motorcycle Safety Representative (MSR) Symposium. 
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CNIC Visits SUBASE New London

Story and photos by MCSN Gabriel Bevan, Naval Submarine Base New London Public Affairs, Aug 30, 2012

GROTON, Conn. – Vice Adm. William French, Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) visited Naval Submarine Base New London (SUBASE), Aug. 21.

A submariner, French viewed his first visit to SUBASE since taking the helm at CNIC as a homecoming.

"I haven’t been here much in my submarine career," said French who commanded USS Salt Lake City (SSN 716) in San Diego, California and Submarine Squadron 3 in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. "But I’ve always thought fondly of this base and the Home of the Submarine Force."

One of 76 Navy installations world-wide under the CNIC umbrella, SUBASE is the last operational Navy base in the Northeast and French was pleased with the base’s efforts in conserving energy – an expensive infrastructure cost in the Northeast and $1 billion annual cost service wide.

Highlighting that SUBASE was already achieving SECNAV goals targeted for 2015 in reducing energy intensity and electricity consumption by 30 percent, French told base department heads during a round table meeting that he wished more installations could follow SUBASE’s example in finding efficiencies sooner rather than later.

French also pointed out that while no two installations were exactly alike and there may have to be exceptions to any rule, standardization of support and service within the CNIC enterprise not only meets customers’ expectations but also allows for efficiencies. He cited the Navy Gateway Inns and Suites as an example.

Accompanied by CNIC Force Master Chief (AW/SW) Christopher Engles who previously visited SUBASE in June 2011, French toured various base activities and tenant commands and spoke to senior leadership as well as junior Sailors at the base.

A highlight for a several SUBASE Sailors, Junior Sailors, and Blue Jackets of the Quarter was the opportunity to join French for lunch at Cross Hall Galley.

"He was very friendly and easy to talk to," said 2011 SUBASE Blue Jacket of the Year, Religious Program Specialist 3rd Class Long Lee of the base chaplain’s office. "He was also very helpful in answering all the different questions from the group that was there."

One question French fielded from the young Sailors involved his advice for having a successful career in the service.

French’s guidance not only included always doing the right the thing and trying to make a difference but also enjoying what you do.

SUBASE Commanding Officer, Capt. Marc Denno felt French enjoyed his return to SUBASE and the Submarine Capital of the World.

"We escorted the Admiral on an exhaustive schedule. We showcased how SUBASE meets its mission; how we provide quality services and facilities in support of the Fleet, Fighters, and Families stationed here; and how our successes and initiatives earned SUBASE both the 2011 and the 2012 Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic Award for Installation Excellence," said Denno. "I’m confident Admiral French left SUBASE with a great understanding and appreciation for what Navy Team New London has done and continues to do on a daily basis." 

Back to Top
USS La Jolla Departs for Western Pacific Deployment

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Steven Khor COMSUBPAC Public Affairs, Aug 30, 2012

(PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii) - Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS La Jolla (SSN 701) departed Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Thursday, Aug. 30, for a scheduled six-month deployment in the Western Pacific region.

USS La Jolla's commanding officer, Cmdr. Jeff Bernard, commented that the crew is extremely excited and well prepared to get underway.

"It's a new team. We are very excited about our tasking, and I'm very excited about the potential for professional growth with all our crew members," said Bernard. 

This deployment will be the first for the majority of the crew, where according to Bernard; they will be conducting many training exercises and qualifications as well being available for any tasking which comes their way.

"Our goals are to safely navigate the ship throughout the Western Pacific, conduct ourselves as ambassadors ashore with pride, and return the ship safely back to Pearl Harbor," said Bernard. 

USS La Jolla is named for La Jolla, Calif. and is the first warship named after this township. Commissioned Oct. 24, 1981, La Jolla is the fourteenth ship of the Los Angeles-class of nuclear attack submarines, is 360-feet long and displaces 6,900 tons. The submarine can be armed with sophisticated Mark-48 ADCAP anti-submarine torpedoes and Tomahawk guided cruise missiles.
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Borey Class Subs to be Deployed in Russian North, Pacific Fleets

RIA Novost, Aug 31,2012

Two Borey class strategic nuclear-powered submarines, the Yuri Dolgoruky and the Alexander Nevsky, will enter service with the Russian Navy, one with the North Fleet and the other with the Pacific Fleet, Anatoly Shlemov, head of defense contracts at the United Shipbuilding Corporation, said on Friday.

“The Alexander Nevsky will enter service with the Pacific Fleet, the main one, the Yuri Dolgoruky, with the North Fleet,” Shlemov said.

The crews of the submarines will begin training exercises on the North Fleet and later the crew of the Alexander Nevsky will prepare to go by the Northern Sea Route for its further service in the Pacific Fleet. “Usually, this takes a year,” Shlemov said.

The Borey class submarines are expected to constitute the core of the Russian strategic submarine fleet, replacing the aging Project 941 (NATO Typhoon class) and Project 667 class (Delta-3 and Delta-4) boats. Russia is planning to build eight Borey and Borey-A class subs by 2020.

A Borey class strategic submarine is 170 meters (580 feet) long, has a hull diameter of 13 meters (42 feet), a crew of 107, including 55 officers, a maximum depth of 450 meters (about 1,500 feet) and a submerged speed of about 29 knots. All the Borey class strategic submarines will carry the Bulava ballistic missiles, up to 16 ballistic missiles with multiple warheads.

Back to Top
Delay in Construction of Six Submarines

Press Information Bureau, Government of India, Aug 30, 2012

The original delivery schedule of the first submarine was December 2012 and remaining submarines were to be delivered with a gap of one year each. Consequent to the approval of Government for revision in cost and delivery schedule in 2010, the delivery of the first submarine has been revised to June, 2015 and that of the last (6th) submarine to September, 2018. The delay in construction of the submarines is attributable to initial teething problems in absorption of new technology, delay in augmentation of Industrial Infrastructure at M/s Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) and delay in procurement of some items by MDL due to their high cost as compared to the earlier indicated cost. Complexities of the issues involved have resulted in cost escalation. 

Government constantly reviews the security environment and accordingly decides about induction of appropriate defence equipment / platforms including submarines and surface / air assets to ensure India's naval capabilities. The thrust areas for modernization include induction of Frigates, Destroyers, Fast Attack Craft, Submarines, Surveillance aircraft, Aircraft Carrier, etc. 

This information was given by Defence Minister Shri AK Antony in a written reply to Shri N. K. Singh in Rajya Sabha today. 
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Russia To Begin Testing Kilo-Class Vietnamese Submarines

Defense World, Aug 30, 2012

Russian shipyard Admiralteiskie Verfi will soon begin testing a new Kilo-class Project 636 diesel-electric submarine for Vietnam.

The shipyard on Tuesday launched the first of six submarines ordered by the Vietnamese government. The contract valued at $2 billion was signed in 2009. “The boat is due to be delivered to the customer by the end of the year. All six boats are due to be delivered by 2016,” a shipyard official was quoted as saying.

Armed with 533-mm torpedo tubes and are armed with torpedos, mines, and Kaliber 3M54 (NATO SS-N-27) cruise missiles, the Project 636 class boats displace 3,100 tons, have a top speed of 20 knots and can dive to 300 meters with a crew of 52.
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Defense Spokesman Says Missile Tests Targeted At No Specific Country

Xinhua News Agency (China), Aug 30, 2012

BEIJING -- China's Defense Ministry spokesman confirmed on Thursday that the People's Liberation Army (PLA) had conducted missile tests within national territory and clarified that they were not targeted at any one country.

"We conducted some normal weapons tests within the territory recently," spokesman Geng Yansheng told a regular press conference arranged by the ministry.

"These tests have no specific targets and were not targeted at any specific countries," Geng said, reiterating that the weaponry buildup is to answer the need to safeguard national security.

Domestic and foreign media reports said that the PLA's Second Artillery Force had successfully test-launched several missiles, including DF-41 intercontinental ballistic missile.

Others claimed the PLA's tests of JL-2 submarine-launched ballistic missiles had all failed, and that China's development of ballistic missiles was at a comparatively slow pace.

The spokesman neither revealed what kinds of missiles the PLA had tested, nor confirmed the truth of the reports.

According to the reports, China's latest ballistic missiles launched from its mainland have a range allowing them to hit any point of the United States and could penetrate its missile defense system.

"China will always pursue a national defense policy which is defensive in nature and a military strategy of active defense," Geng said.
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PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii - (Aug. 30, 2012) - Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine USS La Jolla (SSN 701) departs Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Thursday, Aug. 30, for a regularly scheduled six-month deployment to the Western Pacific region. USS La Jolla is named for La Jolla, Calif. and is the first warship named after this township. Commissioned Oct. 24, 1981, La Jolla is the fourteenth ship of the Los Angeles-class of nuclear attack submarines. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ronald Gutridge /Released)








GROTON, Conn. – SUBASE commanding officer, Capt. Marc Denno, speaks to Vice Adm. William French as they stand on the balcony overlook at the SUBASE Port Operations Center, Aug. 21. Denno discussed new infrastructure improvements that the base was undertaking.








