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Today In Undersea Warfare History: 

1942: USS S-43 (SS-154) :  S-43 departed on her 3rd war patrol. Initially assigned to intercept Japanese shipping headed for Milne Bay by patrolling East of Kiriwina in the Trobriand Islands, she was soon shifted to the Buka Island area of the Solomon Islands.


Announcement: The November general election is less than 60 days away. To register, request a ballot, and vote absentee go to www.FVAP.gov to complete your Federal Post Card Application (FPCA). It takes less than 10 minutes to complete using the online registration and absentee ballot assistant. Help spread the word!
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NORFOLK-Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. folded his arms on his desk and sat quietly as reporters shuffled into position in his office at Norfolk Naval Station.

In a moment, the four-star head of U.S. Fleet Forces Command would look into a bank of TV cameras and explain his decision to remove the popular skipper of an aircraft carrier two weeks before a deployment in January 2011.

He would explain why he acted so swiftly to discipline the captain, who became the subject of national media attention after a series of raunchy videos he produced and starred in were leaked to the media.

Harvey called on Navy tradition as he explained why the captain needed to be held accountable for "poor judgment" and "inappropriate actions."

The script on the desk in front of him spelled out his position in clear terms: "Our leaders must be beyond reproach, and our sailors deserve nothing less."

It's a line Harvey repeated often during his three-year term as the top-ranking naval officer in Hampton 
Roads, a tenure that comes to an end today when he turns over command to Adm. William Gortney.

In the coming weeks, Harvey will move with his wife to Charlottesville. The 60-year-old former reactor officer with a master's degree in public administration from Harvard will serve as a guest lecturer at the University of Virginia.

Harvey likely will be remembered as a stern disciplinarian who didn't shy from controversy, who spoke up when he saw trouble, acted quickly to discipline anyone who might tarnish the Navy's reputation, and showed a painstaking commitment to explain his decisions.

When appropriate, he told jokes.

It's a philosophy of leadership he derived from two centuries of naval history and lessons from his own 39-year career.

On Monday, the bespectacled admiral stood at a podium aboard the Navy ship San Antonio and presented the crew with an award from "the highest levels of the Navy" for outstanding achievement in the face of difficult circumstances.

The ceremony on board the once-troubled amphibious transport dock provided a fitting bookend to Harvey's tour at Fleet Forces, which staffs, equips and trains Navy forces.

The ship, commissioned in 2006, had become the poster child for naval inefficiency. It had problems from the start, and after a troubled maiden deployment in 2008, the ship spent years getting its mechanical and engineering problems diagnosed and fixed.

Harvey inherited the headache of the San Antonio when he landed at Fleet Forces in 2009, and he became determined to get it right. He refused to make excuses for the ship's much-publicized and expensive struggles, acknowledging the Navy's role in the problems while also taking to task the contractors who designed and built the vessel.

"Everybody flunked," Harvey told a reporter last year.

In 2010, he decided the ship was not ready to deploy, and he ordered another warship to take its place the following year.

Today, the San Antonio is functioning as intended and scheduled to deploy early next year.

As he praised the crew on one of his final days in uniform, Harvey said his mind drifted back to his first sea tour aboard the aircraft carrier Enterprise, when as a young officer, he would single out sailors for good work. That became one of his favorite duties over decades in command.

"When I graduated from the Naval Academy, none of them were born yet," Harvey said of the San Antonio's enlisted crew. "But it was still just as rewarding as it was on my first ship, in the reactor department on the Enterprise, when we recognized one of my sailors for a job well done.

"It was a great feeling that brought back for me what it means to be in the Navy."

Harvey doesn't look the part of a man in charge of some 130,000 sailors. His modest build and receding hairline suggest government bean counter more than four-star admiral.

The Baltimore native fell in love with naval history when he was 9 years old when his father gave him a book about great naval battles.

"That sort of started the flood," said Harvey, who's known as a prolific reader.

Harvey graduated from the academy in 1973 and entered the Navy's nuclear propulsion program, where he learned the nuts and bolts of shipboard nuclear power plant operation.

He served aboard and skippered a number of ships, including a stint as commander of an aircraft carrier strike group, before serving as chief of naval personnel in 2005. In 2009, he came back to Norfolk to take over command of Fleet Forces.

He's a cerebral leader, a student of history who looks to the past for lessons in decision-making but isn't afraid to break new ground. He treated the post like a public office, seeking input from even the lowest-ranking sailors through a command blog, and coming down hard on officers who he believed violated the public's trust.

Harvey was criticized for removing Capt. Owen Honors after learning the Enterprise skipper had produced crude videos to entertain the crew years earlier. Detractors accused Harvey of bowing to a politically correct culture.

He heard similar complaints after court-martialing the San Antonio's executive officer following the drowning death of a sailor, and again when he relieved the two top officers aboard the Ponce following accusations of hazing on the amphibious transport dock.

In each case, Harvey explained his decisions on his blog. All came down to one thing, he said: trust.

"The standards that we uphold are to retain the trust of our sailors and to retain the trust of the American people," he said. "I didn't invent those standards, but I do support them."

The Navy that Harvey leaves behind looks little like the service he entered in 1969. Back then, minorities were often limited to menial jobs aboard ships, women were barred from most units, and homosexuality was considered a mental defect that restricted gays from serving.

Harvey likes to think he had a hand in breaking down some of those barriers. He helped guide the Navy's decision last year to integrate women into the submarine force. And in his previous role as chief of naval personnel, Harvey ushered in changes to the Navy's pregnancy policy, allowing new mothers a full year of shore duty after giving birth instead of just four months.

To Harvey, diversifying the Navy isn't about "getting a great rainbow effect" or "diversity for diversity's sake," he said. It's about giving the service unrestricted access to the best and brightest.

"I want to bring the best talent to this Navy that is in this nation," Harvey said. "And I don't care where that talent is, who that talent is, their religion, their sex, their background, whatever their creed, where they came from - it's about talent."

As Harvey reflects on the more memorable moments from his career, April 6, 2012, stands out.

He'll never forget the residents of the Virginia Beach apartment complex who carried pilots to safety after an F/A-18 Hornet crashed into their community shortly after taking off from Oceana Naval Air Station that cool spring day.

Their heroism and the city's continued commitment to the master jet base illustrates the strong relationship between the Navy and people of Hampton Roads, Harvey said.

During one of his final duties before retirement, Harvey welcomed a new head of submarine forces during a change of command ceremony last week. The admiral known for stern leadership and a dry sense of humor thanked the families who had gathered for the ceremony, as his own family members will today.

"It's probably my favorite part now that I've done a couple of these. The looks on the children's faces, like, 'Wow, OK. Are they done yet?' " Harvey said straight-faced to a chorus of laughter.

"And then there are the spouses, who know the truth about everyone up here, and yet they keep it within themselves on a day like today, for which we are very grateful.
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USS New Hampshire Returns from Six-Month Deployment
Navy News, Sept. 13

By Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer Cragg, Commander, Submarine Group 2 Public Affairs

GROTON, Conn. (NNS) -- The families of Sailors assigned to Virginia-class attack submarine USS New Hampshire (SSN 778) welcomed their loved ones as they returned to Naval Submarine Base New London, Sept. 13, following a six-month deployment. 

USS New Hampshire departed for deployment March 13 and conducted maritime security and theater security cooperation efforts in the 6th Fleet area of operations.

Cmdr. John McGunnigle reflected on the crew's ability to complete missions that were vital to national security.

"The crew surpassed all of my expectations and successfully completed three missions that were vital to our nation's security," said McGunnigle. "The crew worked countless hours to ensure that all mission 
tasking was thoroughly completed in a professional, safe and efficient manner."

During their six-month deployment, while the USS New Hampshire steamed 36,000 nautical miles, the Sailors received many qualifications and promotions.

"We had 27 promotions, 21 submarine qualifications and seven reenlistments," said McGunnigle, who also added that his crew completed 124 watch station qualifications vital to mission tasking. 

"The officers and crew conducted months of specialized training prior to deployment. The training prepared USS New Hampshire to operate in some of the world's most complex operating environments," said McGunnigle. "This training, combined with the training conducted during at sea operations, directly contributed to the success achieved on our missions."

Trish Harris, USS New Hampshire Ombudsman reflected on her role while the crew was on deployment. 

"I am proud to be the Ombudsman of such an amazing boat and prouder still to know so many dedicated Sailors and the families who support them," said Harris. "All I want to say is welcome home USS New Hampshire, you were missed."

While on deployment, USS New Hampshire connected with fourth and fifth graders from Heritage Elementary in Saline, Mich. Students from the 

Michigan elementary-school sent nearly 200 letters to the crew of the attack submarine, which were read throughout the deployment. The letter-exchange was launched prior to their deployment between Ensign Patrick Coughlin, suppy officer on board USS New Hampshire, and his mother Lynne, who teaches at Heritage Elementary.

Some of the family members who had the opportunity to greet their loved ones first when the submarine pulled into port included the winners of the first hug and first kiss. USS New Hampshire Chief of the Boat (SS) John Dancik hugged his wife Laurie and their two children first. They were followed by Electrician's Mate Second Class (SS) Jonathan Worley who received the first kiss by his girlfriend Tanya Fradette. 

During the deployment a total of seven children were born, of which two met their fathers for the first time. 

Machinist's Mate First Class (SS) Seth Wolf greeted his five-month old daughter for the first time while Electrician's Mate First Class (SS) Michael Ball also greeted his four-month old daughter.

Wolf's wife Linette and Ball's wife Christina were two of 40 expectant and new military moms who received "showers in the box" by Operation Shower on June 19 when USS New Hampshire was on deployment. 

USS New Hampshire was delivered to the Navy Aug. 28, 2008, and then was commissioned at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, Oct. 25, 2008.
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Attack submarine returns to Groton base

Associated Press, Sept. 13

GROTON, Conn.—A nuclear-powered attack submarine is returning to the Navy base in Connecticut following a six-month deployment.

The USS New Hampshire is expected back at Naval Submarine Base New London on Thursday.

The submarine departed on March 13 to conduct security operations around Europe and Africa and traveled more than 31,000 miles over the course of the deployment.

The Virginia-class submarine was commissioned in 2008. It is commanded by Navy Cmdr. John McGunnigle, a Boston native.
Back to Top

Navy, Regulators Agree On Sub Base Clean-up Plan

Courant.com, Sept. 13

Federal environmental regulators have accepted the Navy's proposal to clean up a large, contaminated site at the submarine base in Groton.

The 102-acre section, laced with PCBs, heavy metals, and other remnants of ship-maintenance operations, has been accumulating toxins since before World War II. The area is on the list of federal Superfund sites – which are some of the most polluted spots in America.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said in a statement Thursday that it worked with state regulators to approve the Navy's plan. The cleanup, expected to start in November 2013, will focus on the removal of contaminated soil and sediment in the southwest portion of the 711-acre submarine base.

The project would be the last of a series of clean-up efforts at the base, at least two of which are underway now.

The EPA, the state Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, and the Navy, have been working on fashioning remediation projects at the bases for the last 22 years.

The EPA said maintenance of acid-filled ship batteries and other overhaul activities occurred on the 102-acre site until the mid 1950's, and an incinerator operated there until 1967.

A series of tests and studies at the site have identified polyaromatic hydrocarbons, or PAHs; polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs; lead, metals and pesticides.

The Navy earlier this year held public hearings on its latest clean-up plan.

The Navy said it would also take the opportunity to clean up state-regulated petroleum waste sites within the Superfund area, the EPA said. The area lies along the Thames River, in the towns of Groton and Ledyard.

Over the years, oil leaked from pipelines that ran from tanks elsewhere on the base. Many of those tanks are gone, but the oil-soaked soil remains, said Mark Lewis of the state DEEP's Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse.

Lewis said the oil cleanup isn't technically part of the Superfund project, so a separate plan has to be approved by DEEP..

The clean-up of the PCBs and heavy metals will involve excavation, dredging of sediment, land-use controls, and monitoring of the Thames River.

The EPA said the contaminated area, which includes piers, berths and maintenance facilities, was added to the Superfund list in 1990.
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International Undersea Warfare News
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Supersub: Nuclear giant submarine launches which can sit in the Channel and hear a ship in New York

mirror.co.uk, Sept. 13

But before the Ambush slips into the Irish Sea on her maiden voyage today, the Daily Mirror was given a look at the Royal Navy’s latest weapon

After 20 million man-hours and a cost of £1billion, this is Britain’s newest nuclear attack submarine.

The Ambush is the most sophisticated and deadly sub ever built and has sonar technology so sensitive it can sit beneath the English Channel and hear a ship leaving port in New York.

But before the Hunter Killer craft slips into the Irish Sea on her maiden voyage today, the Daily Mirror was given a look at the Royal Navy’s latest weapon.

Moored at Devonshire Dock, in Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria, Ambush is twice as big and has twice the fire-power of our current nuclear sub HMS Trafalgar, which blasted Gaddafi forces in Libya.

Ambush, made by BAE Systems, already has enough nuclear fuel to sail for a quarter of a century non-stop and could circle the world without surfacing.

She’s also one of the quietest sea-going vessels built, capable of sneaking along an enemy coastline to drop off special forces or tracking a boat for weeks. Foreign forces will find it almost impossible to sneak up undetected by her incredibly powerful sonar equipment that can hear halfway around the world.

Commander Peter Green was appointed commanding officer of Ambush in 2009 while it was being built.

The 47-year-old Royal Navy stalwart from Lancaster, said: “The level of capability we see with Ambush is unparalleled. This sub is a huge step forward in underwater operations. And her listening ability is quite awesome. She has a sonar system with the processing power of 2,000 laptop computers.

“It is possible this class of submarine is the most advanced in the world. And it is a huge privilege to be in command of her and her crew.”

Ambush is the second of Britain’s Astute class submarines – the first of which is still undergoing sea trials – and could be in operation in the next 12 months.

She is so high-tech that her makers have done away with the traditional periscope, replacing it with a camera system called Optronics which operates both night and day using infra-red technology.

Commander Green added: “Her Optronics system gives us much greater clarity than a periscope.”

Most of the weapons and defence systems aboard Ambush are top-secret and details cannot be revealed.

Commander Green added: “Very few people get to see inside one of these submarines.

“She is so sophisticated that her limitations are based on the humans on board – we can go to sea for 90 days approximately. She’d keep going but we need to stop off and get food.”

Ambush is capable of firing a Tomahawk missile into an enemy compound from 1,200 miles away.

Her 103-strong crew live in cramped conditions, many of them slotted into bunk-bed systems like CDs in a music rack. Each of their bunks is two metres long by one metre wide, and just 18 inches high. If you jolt your head upwards by a few inches you headbutt the man above you or the ceiling and there are up to 18 sailors in one room.

Commander Green said: “It can be tough at times being a submariner but you wouldn’t last long in a crew if you couldn’t hack it.

“You have to have the ability to get on with others and be part of a team or it won’t work.”

Ahead of today’s launch he added: “We are grateful to all the people who have worked hard to construct this vessel. The crew cannot wait to start sea trials and take this magnificent vessel a step closer to beginning operations.”
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WWl Submarine Mystery Disappearance Honoured

Marinelink.com, Sept. 13

The Royal Australian Navy pauses to honour those who died in one of the RAN’s most enduring maritime mysteries.

On 14 September 1914, one of Australia’s first submarines AE1 was conducting a routine patrol to the east of the Duke of York Island group, near Rabaul, when she vanished. Despite three days of searching, no trace of oil, debris or any of the 32 sailors and three officers on board was found.

The loss of AE1 is one of Australia’s worst naval disasters and remains one of its greatest mysteries. AE1’s final resting place is not known and has become the subject of significant historical research, vigorous debate and several unsuccessful attempts to locate her wreck. 

Navy’s Director General Submarine Capability Commodore Greg Sammut said submarines remain as critical to Australia’s maritime defence capability now as they were 98 years ago.  

“Submarines have and will continue to play an integral and pivotal role in the defence of Australia and her national interests.  But as we look to the future it is important that we honour the memory of the crew of AE1, which we proudly prefer to recall as remaining on patrol to this day.”

Private ceremonies were held around the country including one in the memorial gardens at the RAN’s principal training establishment, HMAS Cerberus. There, the Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, unveiled a plaque to pay tribute to the AE1 crew members who perished.
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Germany Reconsiders Sale of Submarines to Egypt After Israeli Request

algemeiner.com, Sept. 13

The planned sale of two German made attack submarines to Egypt is being reconsidered by the German government, according to Der Spiegel, after Israeli lobbying against the sale intensified in recent months.

In late November of 2011, Germany approved a deal that would send two Type-209 submarines to the Egyptian government, however, Israel began its efforts to stop the sale in early September.

According to the Der Spiegel report, Germany’s Federal Security Council would cancel the sale “if the Egyptian government pursues a policy hostile to Israel. That’s a personal promise [Angela] Merkel gave to Netanyahu.”

Earlier this year, Germany and Israel completed the sale of two Dolphin class submarines for the Israeli Navy.  This transaction led Germany to believe Israel would not object to the submarine deal with Egypt.

“Yet to be on the safe side, Merkel personally contacted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu after the November meeting of the Federal Security Council and told him about the planned deal,” Der Spiegel wrote. Israeli and German defense officials also discussed the deal. “It seemed as if it was a not-very-spectacular deal, certainly not a deal that could trouble German-Israeli relations.”
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'Nuclear time bomb:' Downed K-27 submarine must be lifted out

rt.com/news, Sept. 13

A Soviet K-27 submarine suffered a nuclear accident before being dumped at the bottom of the Kara Sea 30 years ago. Russia may now have to lift the sub from dangerously shallow waters – before an “uncontrolled chain reaction” causes fatal damage.

“Radiation leakages will come sooner or later if we just leave the K-27 there. The sub has already been on the seafloor for 30 years, and it was rusty even before it was sunken. Leakages of radioactivity under water are nearly impossible to clean up,” Thomas Nilsen, a nuclear safety expert who has extensively mapped radioactive waste on the Arctic seabed, told RT.

Equipped with an experimental liquid-coolant nuclear engine, the K-27 was ill-fated from its launch in 1962. It made only three voyages, the last of which, in 1968, ended in tragedy. 

A short way from its base in the Barents Sea, its reactor malfunctioned, and the brave but badly-trained crew made a futile attempt to fix it. Instead of solving the problem, they were exposed to fatal doses of radiation. Nine seamen died, most of them in hospital in agony from radiation sickness several days after the accident. The incident was kept secret by the Soviet government for decades, and the families of the victims received no compensation.

After repeated plans to redesign the sub, Soviet authorities decided it was easier to dispose of it, and towed the vessel to a remote test site in the Kara Sea, near the Arctic Ocean, in 1981.

Although international guidelines say decommissioned vessels should be buried at least 3,000 meters under the sea, the Soviet Navy scuttled it at around 75 meters.

Now, what was once one of the most remote places on Earth has become a hub of commercial activity, with the melting ice caps providing greater opportunities for shipping, and oil companies waiting to drill the seabed below the waves.

Earlier this year, environmental NGO Bellona claimed that the submarine may be reaching critical status, and now a joint Russian-Norwegian expedition is studying the site of the accident. It is expected to publish its findings in the coming weeks..

Big Oil to the rescueExperts believe that the sub will eventually have to be removed from its current resting place.

"Russia must take responsibility for their own waste financially,” Bellona’s Igor Koudrik told the Barents Observer newspaper.

But so far, the government has not allocated any funds towards the operation.

Nilsen believes that the operation will be expensive – costing “tens of millions of euro” – and hazardous.

“Our challenge today is to find a way to lift it without shaking the reactors so much that an uncontrolled chain-reaction doesn't start. If that happens, a large amount of radioactivity can leak out to the fragile Arctic marine environment,” Nilsen said.

The increasing presence of energy companies will not necessarily add to the problem, but could provide a solution – if they pay for the lifting of the sub.

Russian giant Rosneft is conducting a seismic study of the Kara Sea, with a view to drilling its rich oil reserves. The potential profits could make the multi-million-euro extraction costs seem a fair price to pay for avoiding a nuclear accident.

Unfortunately, even if the danger of the K-27 is defused, others still lurk at the bottom of the sea.

The Russian government has recently released archives showing that there are 17,000 containers of radioactive waste, 19 ships contaminated ships, and 14 nuclear reactors in the Kara Sea – and most of these objects have been decaying there since the Soviet era.
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Adm. John C. Harvey Jr. delivers remarks at the Commander, Submarine Forces/Submarine Force Atlantic/Allied Submarine Command change of command ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk. Sept. 7. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim Williams.








GROTON, Conn. (Sept. 13, 2012) - USS New Hampshire (SSN 778) returns to its home-port at Naval Submarine Base New London after completion of a six-month deployment. (U.S. Navy photograph by Lt. j.g. Jeffrey Prunera/Released)











GROTON, Conn. (Sept. 13, 2012) - USS New Hampshire (SSN 778) returns to its home-port at Naval Submarine Base New London after completion of a six-month deployment. (U.S. Navy photograph by Lt. j.g. Jeffrey Prunera/Released)











